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To his dear mother, Mrs. HARRIETT PULLMAN SEARELLE, -/ The Cust, New Zealand, this work is

affectionately dedicated by her son, LUSCOMBE SEARELLE, London, June 6, 1882.

>

CAST OF CHARACTERS.

COUNT POMPOSO DI VESUVIO... ..........

wov.d Venetian General, betrothed to Estrella

PHYLLOXERA............oonnntn et e reeeeae heeieeeaiaaeaes b < v An Impoverisked Vine Grower, Father of Estrella
THE DOGE OF VENICE............ Cetereetiiiieiaae, Ceeareeaeieeiaian Cerienias creaan cvvvod Model of Justice and Dignity
SIGNOR LORENZO.........civeveninnnnn. et e A Young Advocate, in love with Estrella
GIOVANNI TOMMASO............ Cee eeeeeieaes et e cevnenennenns . Major Domo to the Count
TARTARELLA. .t ittt it it ttrereennes vaannsann. Ceeiaan eeeetenaea cvevveo Mother to Estrella, a strong-minded woman
BRIGET TA. . ittt iiiiiies ceiei e, i oo v Companion to Estrella, in love with the Count
ESTRELLA. ...ttt iiiiiiiiiee e ceevesessisseiinniennnena o Betrothed to the Count, but in love with Lorenzo
VIOLETTA. ittty it e et ieeeste ettt e e e rtiiereiianireeias

HENRIETTA...coveiii i
NOTARY.........

S e tes e s asenr e as et e s a e s e e

Chorus of Peasants, Soldiers, Wedding Guests, Moorish Pirates, Lawyers, &c.

Scene—VENICE.

Period-RENAISSANCE.

ARGUMRBINT.

ACT L.

ESTRELLA, the Daughter of PHYLLOXERA, an impoverished vine-grower, is in love
with LORENZO, a young advocate, but compelled by her parents to marry LoRENZO’S
kinsman, Count PoMPoso p1 VESUvVIO, whose wealth and position render him a more
eligible match, The Count, however, has some doubts of his bride’s affection for him,
and he 1esolves to test it by disappearing the day after the wedding, and returning in
disguise, making it appear that he has been kidnapped by Barbary Corsairs, and then
killed, or sold into slavery. He confides this scheme to his Major Domo, but it is
overheard by BRIGETTA, companion to ESTRELLA. BRIGETTA reveals the plot to
Lorenzo, who, desperate at losing his lady love, determines to forestall it by having
his rival seized at once, In this he is assisted by several of his friends, who disguise
themselves as Moorish pirates, and carry off the Count immediately after the
marriage ceremony.

ACT I1I.

We now find EsTRELLA as Countess, living with her parents in the Palace of
Count b1 Vesuvio, whose sudden disappearance has caused great excitement.
LorENZO’s friends, the sham Algerines, have delivered the bridegroom into the hands
of real pirates, and by this time no one knows what has become of him, EsTRELLA,
though relieved by the absence of an uncongenial spouse, is anxious as to his fate,
and distressed at her own uncertain and equivocal position, In the midst of this, the
Count, who is not only alive, but has purchased his release, carries out his original

plan by returning, disguised as a Hebrew money lender, EsTRELLA does not recog:
nize him, and to test her affection he gives her a touching account of his own death,
As he is supposed to be old and poor, he enters her service in a ** confidential capa-
city,”” but is employed in menial offices, and altogether treated as of no consideration.
Lorenzo and ESTRELLA’s parents look down upon him, and make themselves at
home in his house in a manner that naturally arouses his indignation. BRIGETTA,
who has penetrated his disguise, is the only person who sympathizes with him. His
anger reaches a climax when he sees LorENZO formally betrothed to EstreLLA, The
CounT thereupon declares himself, to the general consternation, and the Dogr is
called upon to decide the claims of the rivals,

ACT IIIX,

The Doce and Council assemble to try the case of the Count p1 VEesuvio, who
demands his bride and property. But it appears that, by the law of Venice, any one
who has given himself out to be deceased, is thereby dead in law, and thence it is
argued that the Count can no longer be recognized as a living man. Estrella, as-
sisted by Lorenzo, pleads, on the ground of this legal fiction, to be released from the
marriage contract, while Brigetta undertakes to be counsel on the Count’s side, Itis
at length decided that Count Pomposo, although dead in law, shall be recognized and
restored to his position, on condition of his relinquishing his claim to Estrella ; matters
are thus satisfactorily arranged, and all ends happily.

Produced at the Prince’s Theatre, Manchester, England, under the management of Mr. John Hollingshead, May 14, 1883.

Produced at the Gaiety Theatre, London, England, under the management of Mr. John Hollingshead, May 24, 1883.

Produced at the Folies Dramatiques Theatre, London, under the management of Mr. Francis Fairlie, June 6, 1883.

Produced in America by Mr. E. C. Rice, who possesses the sole right of representation in the Eastern States, U. S. A,

The sole right of representation in Australia belongs to Messrs. Williamson, Garner & Musgrove, of the Theatres Royal Melbourne and

Sydney.

COPYRIGHT, 1883, BY WM, A. Poxp & Co.
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Dialogue between CoUNT DE VESUVIO, the MAJOR DoMo, and the father and mother of ESTRELLA comcerning the ap-
prooching marriage of the COUNT with the said ESTRELLA. He expresses a doubt of her affection for him, which the

mother (though knowing she does not love him,) pooh poohs.

exeunt to No. 2. C. with the exception of the COUNT and MAJor DoMo.
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The CoUNT takes the MAJoR DoMo info his confidence, and tells him that to test the effection of ESTRELuLA for him, he
has made arrangements with the Captain of & band of Algerines to invade his palace the day after the marriage and
carry him off before the face of his bride, pretending to sell him into slavery. The next day he will return, disguised,
and watches her, and judge of her affection by seeing how she bears her bereavement. They go off stage to mature their
plans. After they are gone LORENZO the COUNT’S cousin whom ESTRELLA loves, comes on and serenades her under hés
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SWEET HEART.

Lorenzo.

SONG.

No. 3b.

Words by the Composer.

Allegro.
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BRrIGETTA, ESTRELLA’S companion, comes on and informs him of the approaching marriage of ESTRELLA with the COUNT.
He is thunderstruck. BRIGETTA also tells him of the COUNT'S plan to be carried off, which she has overheard the MAJOR
Domo and him discussing. He malkes BRIGETTA swear not to say a word of this to ESTRELLA, and they both leave the stage.
Enter ESTRELLA very woebegone at the thought of her marriage with the COUNT.

0 CRUEL STARS.

No. 4a. RECIT AND SONG. Estrella.
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REALLY, 'TIS TOO BAD.

No. 4b. SONG. Estrella.
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LORENZO comes in, and, stealing behind ESTRELLA, puts his hand over her eyes.
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Impassioned scene between ESTRELLA and LORENZO, in which she tells him that the only way to save her father from
bankruplcy, is her marriage with the COUNT ; and she must do So to save her parents. She bids LoRENzo farewell for ever,
and goes inlo the house. LORENZO does not know what to do ; when he remembers what BRIGETTA has told him about the
Couxt’s disappearance the day after the wedding. An idea strikes him, and he determines to have the CoUNT carried off im-
mediately. He hears his friends approaching, and determines to get them to disquise themselves as Algerines to carry him off.

TO THE PIRATE BOLD.

No. 6. LORENZO AND MALE CHORUS.
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Dialogue between Brizetta and Major Domo, in which they discuss
the sudden kidnapping of the Count; the Major Domo not being able
to understand how it was the Pirates came twenty-four hours before
their time. Tartarella is glad of the disappearance of the Count, as
her daughter now being the Count’s wife, she can live undisturbed in
his palace and rule his household. Lorenzo enters, and as the Count's
next heir and legal adviser, claims the sole direction of affairs in his

household; refusing to recognize the bride’s father and mother, saying
that he can only consult with Estrella, the Count’s wife. Lorenzo has
her parents ignominiously expelled and sends for Estrella. Estrella,
when she sees Lorenzo, pretends to be heart-broken at the disappear-
ance of the Count, and makes Lorenzo believe that her heart has al-
ways belonged to her husband. Lorenzo, disgusted, goes away to
enlist for a-soldjer.
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Enter the CoUNT disguised as a Hebrew money lender. He has paid the pirates a heavy ransom and escaped, but has
determined to carry out his original intention of returning unknown, to watch his bride. He gives a touching account of
his own death to ESTRELLA, who does not recognize him, and who pretends to be heart-broken at the news. He produces a
letter supposed to have been written by the COUNT, just before he died.
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ESTRELLA calls all the dramatis persone and tells them the news of the COUNT'S death. The COUNT asks to be laken into
her service in some ¢ confidential capacity,” and she makes him boot-black. No one recognises him.
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LORENZO now thinks that ESTRELLA is a widow again, proffers her his love, und, after a good deal of coquettmg,
ESTRELLA promises to be his wife.
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BRIGETTA has recognised the COUNT, through his disquise, but keeps her own counsel. She commences to make violent
love to him, and he is in the act of kissing her, when TARTARELLA and PPHYLLOXERA enter. TARTARELLA immediately
discharges him, but he refuses to go, as he says ESTRELLA is his mistress, not her mother. ESTRELLA and LORENZO hear
them quarrelling, and the former informs her parents of her approaching marriage with the latter. The COUNT is thun-
der:struck but says nothing. The Doek and Chorus all enter for the second ceremony of marriage.
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The Doge marries ESTRELLA and LoRENZO, when the COUNT throws off his disguise, and declares himself amid a scene
of general consternation. He claims ESTRELLA as his wife, but LORENZo0 quotes the Venetian law, that, if’ a man once gives
himself out to be dead, he ceases to exist, and is by the statute defunct. The Doge cites all present to the high court, where
he will try the case, whether the COUNT be alive or dead.
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BRIGETTA soliloguises how she loves the COUNT, and how he has j)ersuaded her to plead his cause in court, as the Doge

avill not allow him any civil rights until he has proved himself to be alive. -
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quarrel, and the exit of BRIGETTA. LoORENz0 hears the allercation, and enters.
cause, as BRIGETTA is going to plead the COUNT'S.

T —
=
b Lo 2 » -
2 2 —— 2— . 4 i —— —9 C]
? 7 — e E—— > — A —— 7 —
A\R Y . ] I o ]
o ” v
wed - ded fast By sym - pa - thy, sweet sSym - - Dpa -thy, By. «o..ee
- ‘—J ’\ §. H | —n
(P i ——— —— =
= s i ——
r ] ® - -
\ ”
— — N 13-} — ' A
b } “— 2o o .
. & ] [ 4 : [ 4 < et ] -
Z h ) | - | a (LA l
vV 1 I
L4 J . 4 .
] " N X [N N f- 2_o }"
) T Nh NN 3 d ; P
b 0 - N 4 I f b
r=2 ] () i bl L ]
\27A ’ ~, v
! ’
sym - pa - thy,.... sweet sym - - pa - thy, sweet sym - - - - -
. "\
/ /) ] ! I f ' >
fP— o o s i Y o C T ——4—1—1
K 4 o S| 0—0—0—0—0—0—
< S ——=¢ 5—1¢ <~—(fe—e—2—9—2a-2
SEe al': 3 ] ] - S ——————
| E e — i u F * . j T ————
= ’ — —+ v —
dim.
b 70 Y - DY bY
Y/ d T
‘J — T
- pa - - - - - - thy.
o ’ﬁ’j Y .
7 | — 4 ol i i )
Y. B — ! ! ! ¢ —e—|—9 " = '
(oS —— S T W B i o——0—0 i i— 0 o
Fhe—s—d—d a5 — i T L —
* - » - ° - ~—
dem, S———— —_— /4
p — — S — —— dj = n o +——]
i—h)—@——G——6—0—6—6 ) o— ‘ o——-
Y e h— i . S — ——
— 89— v | .
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Trial scene ; in which ESTRELLA and BRIGETTA plead.
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FINALE.

The DoGE gives his decision that ESTRELLA having contracted two marriages, is the wife of both the COUNT and LORENZO,
and orders them to settle the dispute by mortal combat. The CoUNT refuses to fight for a bride who evidently does not love him,
$0 the DOGE gives ESTRELLA {0 LORENZO and orders the COUNT to marry BRIGETTA, and give lo LORENZO his Barony of Bendigo.
Every-one is satisfied with his arrangement, and the COUNT is allowed to come lo life again,
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