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JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 
 

DIE KUNST DER FUGE 
BWV 1080 (1750) 

1.) Contrapunctus I a 4 voci – p. 03 
2.) Contrapunctus II a 4 voci – p. 08 
3.) Contrapunctus III a 4 voci – p. 14 
4.) Contrapunctus IV a 4 voci – p. 19 
5.) Contrapunctus V a 4 voci – p. 28  
6.) Contrapunctus VI a 4 voci (in Stile francese) – p. 34 
7.) Contrapunctus VII a 4 voci (per Augmentationem et 

Diminuationem) – p. 42 
8.) Contrapunctus VIII a 3 voci – p. 49 
9.) Contrapunctus IX a 4 voci (alla Duodecima) – p. 59 
10) Contrapunctus X a 4 voci (alla Decima) – p. 68 
11.) Contrapunctus XI a 4 voci – p. 76 
12a.) Contrapunctus XII a 4 voci  (rectus) – p. 87 
12b.) Contrapunctus XII a 4 voci (inversus) – p. 92 
13a.) Contrapunctus XIII a 3 voci (rectus) – p. 97 
13b.) Contrapunctus XIII a 3 voci (inversus) – p. 102 
14.) Canone I per augmentationem in motu contrario – p. 107 
15.) Canone II all’ ottava – p. 112 
16.) Canone III alla decimal (in contrapunto alla terza) – p. 116 
17.) Canone IV alla duodecima(in contrapunto alla quinta)- p.122 
18.) Contrapunctus XIV a 4 voci      -   “NB. Über dieser Fuge, wo der 
Nahme B-A-C-H im Contrasubjekt angebracht worden, ist der Verfasser gestorben” 

(Im Autograph von der Hand Philipp Emanuel Bach’s) – p.128 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB. Guitar with 6 strings (E4, A4, D5, G5, B5, E6 – sounding E3, 
A3, D4, G4, B4, E5): transpose 1 octave up D4 (sounding D3) and 
Eb4 (sounding Eb3.) 
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DIE KUNST DER FUGE
arrangement for Guitar Quartet

01
Johann Sebastian BACH (1750)

arr. Serban NICHIFOR (2006)
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ì

&
FF d d d d d+ dC d d dC d d dC d d dC d d dC d d dC d- d- d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d+

FI

& v d d d d- d d d d d d d d d d d d d d `+
i d
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ì
d
ì
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ì
d
ì
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ì
d
ì
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& b b b b d d d d d d d+

& d+ c d. d d d d+ d+ d d d d d d d d d d d d d d b

& b c c b d d d d d d d d d d d d+ d d
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&
AEG d d d d d+ b b b b

A FB

& d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d
d d d d c d d d+ d d c d d d d d d d d

& c c c ` d d b b b

& d c d+ d c+ d d d d d d d d d d+ d d d+ d d. d d d+ c d

&
A FB b b b b b

A FG

&
b d d d d- d d d d b- d- d d d d d d d d d- d d d d d d

& d
d d d d d d d b d d d d d d d d b b

& d d d d d d d d d d d- d d d d d d d d d

&
A FG b b c c c ` d- b

& d d d d d d- d- d d d d d d d d c d d d d d d d d c

& d d d- d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d- d d d d d d- d d c d d- d d d c

&
c- c c `

d d d- c c d d d d c d d d d
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&
AGB b- b c d d+ d d c- d+ d. d d b-

A GG

& d d- d d d d d d ` d
m
c- d- d d c d d d d+ c d d d d- d d d d

& d d d- d d d d d b d d d d c- d- d d d c d d c

& d d c- d- d d d d d- d d c d d d d+ c d d d- d c ` d

&
A GG d- d c c c+ c c d d- d d d- d d d+ c

A HB

& c `+ d d d d d d d d d d+ c d d d d+ d d d d d d- d d+ d- d

& d d- d d d- d d d d d- d d d d d
d d d- d d d d d- d- c ` b

& c ` d d+ c d b d d- d d d d d+ d d d d d- d d d

&
AHB d d d d- d d d d d c c ` d b- b

&
d d d d c c ` d b b b

& c ` d d d- d d d d d+ d c d d d d
d d- d- d d `+ d

m
d+
d. d d- d d d d

&
d d d d d d d d d

d d d d c d d d d d c- d- d d d- d d d d d c d-
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&
AHG b b d d+ d d d- d d d b- d- d d d d- d d d

A IB

& d d c- d- d d d+ d d d b d
d d d- d d d d b+

& b b+ d d d d c d d d d- d d d d b

&
d- d d d d d+ d d d d d d- d d d d c `- d c ` d d d d- d d d- d d

&
A IB d ` d

m d `+ d
m
d c ` b b b b b b b c c-

B@B

& d d d- d d d c `- b c c c c d `+ d+
m
c d ` d+ d+ c d d d d c ` d+ d d d d

& d d- d d d c c- c c d ` d+m
c d ` d- d c+ c ` d+ d d d d c ` d+ d d d d d `- d

i
d d d d

& d- d c b b b b b b b b b

&
B@B c c d ` d+

m
c d ` d- d c+ c ` d+ d d d d c c+ d d c

& d d+ d c d d d d d ` d
m c b c ` d d d d d c ` d d

& d d- d d d+ d d d d d d d d d- d d d d d d d c d d c ` b b

&
b c c c c d `+ d+

ic d ` d+ d+ c c ` d d- d d d
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&
B@I d d d c d d- d d d d

c d d d c c d d+ d d c ` d d+ b

BA F

& c d d d- d c ` d d d- d c d d c ` c c c c d `- d
m
c-

& b c c- c c- d ` d+
m
c d ` d- d c+ d ` d

m d d c- d d d d

& d+ d d d. d+ d c c c+ c ` d+ d d d d d d c d d d d c

&
BA F c d d d c c- c c d ` d+

m
c d ` d- d d d+ d d- d- d+ d d d d

BBB

& c+ c d d+ d d d d d c d d+ d d c c d d+ b

& c d d- d d+ c ` d- d d d d d c d d+ d d+ d d c d b

& d d d d c d
c d c c c d `+ d+

ib d ` d+ d+ c

&
BBB c c+ c d d d- d d d d d- d d d- d- d c d d ` d- d d d

d d d d+ d d. d c

& d d d d d d+ d d d+ d c ` d d- d ` d-
m c c c- c c

& d ` d d d ` d d d d d+ d d. d- d d d d d- d d d d d d c d d d+ d d+ d

& c
c c- c d `- d

i
c+ c+ c c ` d+ c ` d+
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&
BBH b c `

d d d d d- d d d d d d d d+ d d d d d d

BCB

&
d ` d+

m
c d ` d- d c+ d d d c d+ d d d- c

& c d d+ d+ d d+ d d d d- d d. d d- d d d d d d d d d c d

& d d d d d d d d d- d c d b d d d d d d- d d. d

&
BCB d ` d+

m
d d d d d c- d d d d d d d d+ c d d+ d c d d d d d d d

BCG

& d d d d c d d d d d d d d+ d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d d
d d d d c

& d d d c d b b c c- c c

&
d- d c b c c c ` d b

&
BCG d d d+ d d d- d b

r

& d d d+ d d c- d- d d d d d d d b

& d ` d+
m
c d ` d+ d c d d d d d d d d

& b b b
"NB. Über dieser Fuge, wo der Nahme B-A-C-H 
im Contrasubjekt angebracht worden, 
ist der Verfasser gestorben" 
(Im Autograph von der Hand 
Philipp Emanuel Bach's) 
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