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PREFACE.

THE manuscri pts from which this publication has been selected, form a part of that most valuable
Collection of Books and Works of Art, which the late ViscounT Frrzwrrriam bequeathed to the
University of Cambridge.

The Editor had some time since seen a catalogue of the music in that collection ; he
heard therefore, with great pleasure, that towards the conclusion of the last year, a Grace had passed
the Senate of the University, by which a Syndicate was nominated and authorised to report
concerning those manuscripts and some mode of publication, if any should appear fit to be adopted.
Upon this he wrote to the Syndicate, offering his services and experience, of whatever value they
might be, in any way the University might think proper to use and employ them. The Syndicate
at first requested him to examine the manuscripts and give his opinion as well of the quality of the
music, as of the several modes of publication ; and when he had so done (Dr. Clarke Whitfield, the
Professor of Music, having declined to become the publisher) it recommended to the Senate that

permission should be granted him to publish such parts as he should select : which recommendation
the Senate adopted.

The Editor hopes that the present publication will justify that recommendation and
adoption. Heis desirous of taking this opportunity of expressing his grateful sense of both, and of
adding, that in his communication with, and visits to, Cambridge (for by the statutes of the
Fitzwilliam Museum, nothing there deposited can be removed) he has experienced from the Vice-

Chancellor, from the Members of the Syndicate, and from every person connected with the
University, the greatest attention and courtesy.

The Authors from which this Selection is made, are ParestriNa, Carissimr, CLART,
LeoNnarpo Leo, PApre MarTINI, PERGOLESI, JoMELLI, and other classical composers of the
Italian school. They lived when Sacred Music was much encouraged and studied, where it was
performed with the greatest care and precision, and when its style though more elaborate, varied,
and refined than that of the Ambrosian and Gregorian chaunts, had not exchanged much of its

grandeur and solemnity for those ornaments which have been introduced in more recent times.



v PREFACE.

PaLesTrINA, who derives his name from the place of his birth, was born in 1529, He
was admitted into the Pope’s Chapel about the year 1555, and at the age of thirty-three elected
Chapel-master of the church of Santa Maria Maggiore, at Rome : after which he succeeded Giovanni
Animuccia in a similar office at St. Peter’s. In his peculiar style of choral harmony he is without
a rival. At his funeral, which took place in St. Peter’s, one of his own compositions was performed

by three several choirs, assisted by all the musicians then in Rome.

Of Carissimr, both Dr. Burney in his History of Music, and Kircher in his
“ Musurgia,” speak in terms of" high pa negyric.. The latter mentions him as a master then living
(A.D. 1650) who had long filled the place of composer to the Collegio Apollinare and the Pontifical
Chapel, with great reputation. He was one of the first who introduced instrumental accompani-
ments in church music; in which, as well as in his other numerous works, he shews more genius,
elegance, and design than any other preceding or contemporary author. Itis Dr. Burney’s opinion,
that Purcell formed his style, particularly in his recitatives and secular songs, from the productions
of Carissimi and Stradella.*®

Crari, whose works even in manuscript are as rare as they are beautiful, was a native
of Pisa, and studied under Colonna. Ile was Maestro di Capella of the cathedral of Pistoja, about
the year 1695. 'The pieces selected from the writings of this great musician may probably be
considered amongst the most valuable in the whole collection, and as perfect models of expressive

melody and refined counterpoint.

Leoxarpo Leo, born at Naples in the year 1694, the fellow pupil of Durante, and
scholar of Allessandro Scarlatti, may justly rank as one of the most sublime composers whom Italy
has produced. He was not only a successful writer for the theatre, both of serious and comic
operas, but was also the founder of a school for singing, in Naples, which has made that city a
nursery for those celebrated performers, who have so constantly filled the Italian theatres of the
different Courts of Europe. Leo in every respect eminently advanced the progress of his art ; that
which his master Scarlatti began he continued ; and he completed that which, before him, Porpora
and Sala had only indicated. The specimens contained in this work will shew his extraordinary
power as a writer of Sacred Music. ln grandeur of conception, and dignity of style, he has probably

never been exceeded.

Papre MarTiNi, of the order of St. Francis, was a very learned musician. He
studied under several masters, amongst whom he himself mentions Giacomo Perti. His progress
was so rapid that, in 1723, when but seventeen years old, he was appointed Chapel-master to a
Convent of his order at Bologna, the place of his birth; which situation he filled till his death.
Besides his compositions for the Church, he wrote several theoretical works, two of which, the
“ Saggio Fondamentale Pratico di contrapunto” and the * Storia della Musica” are much esteemed.

* Of this celebrated Musician, the reader will find a very interesting account in Dr. Burney’s Histnr}' of Music.

b
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PeErcoresr was born in 1704 at Casoria, a small town near Naples. His friends
perceiving in his infancy that he had a disposition for music, placed him under Gaetano Greco,
who then presided in the Conservatorio. He afterwards received lessons from Vinci and from Hasse,
both of whom he is considered to have surpassed in the grace and expression of his melodies. Few
of his operas and intermezzi, with the exception of “ La Serva Padrona,” were successful, and he
was so discouraged by the failure of one of the former,* that he was on the point of abandoning his
musical pursuits, when he was engaged by a Neapolitan nobleman to compose some music for a
festival which was then about to be celebrated with great magnificence in the church of San
Lorenzo at Rome. On this occasion he wrote, besides other pieces, the grand “ Dixit Dominus,”
from which most of thespecimens of his stylein this work have been selected.f+ During his last
illness Pergolesi composed his “Stabat Mater” and “ Salve Regina.” He died shortly after he had
finished the last-mentioned piece, at the early age of thirty-three.

JomELLI was also born near Naples, afew years after Pergolesi. He first studied
under Feo at the Conservatorio in that city; but it was from Leonardo Leo that he learned, as he
himself expresses it, the sublime of music. He had acquired considerable reputation as a composer
for the theatre in various parts of Italy, when he went to Vienna, where he formed an intimate
friendship with Metastasio, many of whose operas he has set to music. Thence he returned to
Rome and was elected Chapel-master of St. Peter’s.  In this capacity he wrote those compositions
for the Church Service which shew the versatility of his genius, and may be said to have gained him

a more solid fame than that which he had acquired by his productions for the theatre.

A more detailed account of these and of the other musicians whose works form the pre-
sent publication, may be found in Dr. Burney’s ¢ History” and in later books of Musical Biography.
The Editor must however mention the name of Buononcini, at one time the rival of Handel, as a
composer of Theatrical, though scarcely known as an author of Sacred Music: but the selections
from a Te Deum, &c. which are here given, show that he has been undeservingly neglected.

Some of the compositions of Palestrina and Carissimi have been set by Dr. Aldrich, the
Dean of Christ Church, to parts of the English Church Service, which are occasionally performed
in the cathedrals of this kingdom. Garth, of Durham, has also adapted to the music of Marcello
suitable words from the English translation of the Psalms, with a view to their being used as
Anthems. There are similar adaptations to be found in the publications of Mr. Stevens (of the
Charter House) and Mr. Corfe, sen. the Organist of Salisbury Cathedral. Dr. Crotch, the
Professor of Music in the University of Oxford, has published in his ¢ Specimens” several pieces,
from various Italian Masters, arranged for keyed instruments ; and Mr. Latrobe, in his ¢ Selection

* « I Olimpiade,” which was revived immediately after his death, and was then most enthusiastically received.

+ The copy of this very rare composition in the Fitzwilliam Museum is perhaps one of the most splendid manu-
scripts of music extant. It was made by Mr. W. Matthews of Oxford, from an Italian copy in the collection of Dr. F. Wood-
ward, of Bristol, formerly of St. John’s College, Cambndge.

C
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of Sacred Music,” has likewise published parts of the writings of Italian authors, with the addition
of a pianoforte accompaniment. But the Editor of this work believes that it is the first in which
their compositions have been printed in full score, as they were written and intended to be performed.

The accompaniment for the organ or pianoforte and the vocal score are engraved in a
larger character than that in which the instrumental score 1s engraved; the latter being of a size
sufficient for the guidance of a copyist, when extracting the several parts for performance by a
band, whilst the former is distinct and legible both by the player and the singers when performed
in small parties, and without the orchestral instruments. That accompaniment has been arranged,
and the directions concerning the use of the different stops of the organ, added by the Editor. The
one will be of service to those who are not accustomed to play from a score; and he has had less
scruple in giving the other, because the whole of the original manuscript having been retained, this
addition may be disregarded when notapproved. Care has been taken not only to correct the mistakes
of the early transcribers, but to make the notation clear and simple: thus the whole of the treble parts
have been transposed to the G clef, which is much better understood than the Soprano clef, and is
equally appropriate. Some other alterations have also been made, which it is not necessary
here to notice.

The selections are altogether from the music of the Italian school, of which the Manu-
scripts in the Fitzwilliam Museum would fill many volumes ; that of the German and English as

many more; all equally excellent in their several styles, and equally worthy of publication. The
Editor has now confined himself to the first, hoping that other Professors of Music may be permit-
ted to select from the last mentioned schools. He may however at a future time (if the grace of the
Senate be not withdrawn) edit some other selections, probably in a different and more compendious
form, and without previous subscription.

A partiality for these compositions may be said to have deceived him, if he should
affirm that they, as well as the sacred music of Haydn and Mozart, might be heard with gratification
at the musical festivals which are so frequently celebrated in this kingdom, in places where only
sacred music may be performed, and where the Latin language has hitherto formed no objection ;
and that many pieces originally composed for the Vulgate, might be adapted to the English
translation of the Scriptures: which latter opinion is confirmed by the authority of Dr. Aldrich and
others, and by the fact that portions of those works of Haydn and Mozart have been thus adapted
and performed as Anthems. It may besaid in answer to this, that the older English musicians are in
every respect sufficient: but as the Anthems of other English writers of less eminence are frequently
performed in rotation with, or rather have almost superseded those of Blow, Purcell, Croft, Greene,
and Boyce, there appears to be no reason why the compositions of foreign writers of equal beauty
might not also be introduced, which comprehend all the qualities that are required in sacred
music, and which therefore cease to be foreign when well adapted to English words.
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But though on these points opinions may vary, the Editor hopes that the present work
will be acceptable to all, not merely on account of the acknowledged excellence of those writers, but'
for the clearness and accuracy with which the plates are engraved ; and that in this instance, and
in others which have been noticed, the performance of the several pieces will be facilitated, and the
arrangement found useful, both in private parties and in the orchestra and concert-room. He has
used his best endeavours to render the work worthy of those great Masters whom he has mentioned,
of the Nobleman by whom their compositions have been collected, and of the University by whose
permission it is now made public. Others must decide whether he has succeeded: but the list of
Subscribers, to which many eminent Professors of Music have been early in adding their names, will
justify a presumption that some have kindly wished and anticipated success. And though this sort

of music is not so generally cultivated, nor so often performed as the productions of later writers,
. yet it appears from that list that its patrons are neither few nor unknown.

V. N.

Shacklewell Green, December 1825.
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