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DYLAN.

(SON OF THE WAVE.)
by
T.E. ELLIS.

Prelude.

WINDS. Let us sleep, the sun is shrinking
Redly to his low rest slinking,
And the pale moon grows.
Through the dusk our faint breath goes
Where like a wave the pale hill shows:
Landward to the heath and snows,
By coombe and pass and vale it blows
Forest plain and mere.

WAVES. We are lonely in our playing

Dylan comes not for our praying
Useless is our toil.

All the sea songs will not call him,

On the land strange days befall him,
On the sullen soil.

Dylan! Dylan! Brother of the waves
Forget us not!

Ye little rivers who run down to us
Bring us some word,

Ye rods of rain the gods send down to us
Have surely heard

Something of Dylan brother of the waves.

Oh ye dull shores who have no form of speech

Whose haggard silence we incessant teach,
Tell us of him.

Dylan the fair, the brother of all waves,

The freeman of the waters of the world.
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WINDS.

WAVES.

WILDFOWL.

Peace, brethren, peace’

We have not iaid our haads upon your heart,

He whom ye mourn is gone from us apart;

Let sadness cease.

May.be our sisters harsh and keen and light

Whose steps sweep swift about the mountain height
Or those stray wanderers of our race who drift
Through the deep woods and make the still leaves shift
To sudden speeches, have some news of him.

Often at night we played between the tides

In reed-hung caverns and enlaced his sides

With a sea garment; or in our open place

Wrestled with him in kindness. Of his grace

Our swinging pleasure made a living pyre

And tricked the whiteness of his limbs with fire.

Knows he a better pleasure than our breast?

Knows he a sweeter sleeping than our rest?
Dylan, forget us not!

Whistling wing and firm stretched neck
Midnight course that none shall check.
What but the clouds are aware of us?
What but the moon has the air of us?

.What but the wind has the care of us?

Into the night we pass.

Black against the crimson sky
Rise our columns wheeling.
Where days glances faint on high
The dim stars concealing,

‘Sweep our squadrons lightly by

To the night wind heeling.

Out and up; the broad lands bide

Our nightly coming; far and wide

The fenceless fields our favour wait.

We know no bounds or grasp of fate.
Earth and air and bridled sea

Trouble us not for we go free,

Marked of the stars if such may see
And of none beside.

Inland wing! with the night wind swing!
Brethren scent the dawn'
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