The Song of Queen Vaidehi

a Buddhist Motet for Women's Chorus, SSAA
from The Meditation Sutra

Duration: 5:30
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World-Honored One! In former times you have constantly sent Ananda to me for enquiry and consolation.
I am now in sorrow and grief. You, World-Honored One, are majestic and exalted; in no way shall I be able to see thee.
Will thou, I pray you, command your disciples to come and have an interview with me?

My only prayer is this: World-Honored One, may you preach to me in detail of all the places where there is no sorrow or trouble,

and where I ought to go to be born anew. I am not satisfied with this world of depravities, with Jambudvipa, which is full of hells, full of
hungry spirits, and of the brute creatures. In this world of depravities, there are many assemblies of the wicked. May I not hear, I pray,
the voice of the wicked in the future and may I not see any wicked person.

World-Honored One, although all other Buddha countries are pure and radiant with light, I should, nevertheless, wish myself to be born in
the realm of Buddha Amitayus, in the world of Highest Happiness, Sukhavati.

World-Honored One, Never have I seen such a wonder! People such as I can now see that land by the power of the Exalted One!
To remember these words is to remember the name of Buddha Amitayus. Namu Amida Butsu.



