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Text:

From the Aeneid IV. 642-654, by Publius Vergilius Maro 'Virgil' (70-19 B.C.)

At trepida et coeptis immanibus effera Dido

sanguineam volvens aciem, maculisque trementes

interfusa genas et pallida morte futura,

interiora domus inrumpit limina et altos

conscendit furibunda rogos ensemque recludit

Dardanium, non hos quaesitum munus in usus.

Hic, postquam Iliacas vestes notumque cubile

conspexit, paulum lacrimis et mente morata

incubuitque toro dixitque novissima verba:

"Dulces exuviae, dum fata deusque sinebat,

accipite hanc animam meque his exsolvite curis.

Vixi et quem dederat cursum Fortuna peregi,

et nunc magna mei sub terras ibit imago."

English: [But Dido, trembling because of the monstrous things begun, and wild,

turning [her] bloody eye, and suffused with respect to her trembling cheeks with spots,

and pale because of her future death,

breaks into the inner thresholds of the house and

climbs the high pyres, crazed, and unsheathes the Trojan sword,

a gift sought not for these uses.

Here, after she saw the Trojan clothes and the known bed,

she delayed a little in tears and in thought

and she lay on the couch and spoke [her] last words:

"Sweet relics, while the fates and the god did allow,

receive this spirit and release me from these cares.

I have lived, and I have finished the course which Fortune had given,

and now the great image of me will go under the lands."]

Sources:

1. Sixiesme Livre de Chansons nouuellement composées en Musique [...]

(Paris: Adrian le Roy & Robert Balard, 1556)

2. Sixiesme Livre de Chansons nouuellement composées en Musique [...]

(Paris: Adrian le Roy & Robert Balard, 1578)
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