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Opera With A Title

or The Audience

music by Edward Lambert
text by the composer after Federico Garcia Lorca

Characters:

THE SPECTATOR, a Fascist sympathiser - bass

DIRECTOR (FEDERICO), a playwright & impresario (male) - mezzo-soprano
MANUEL, a stagehand - baritone

SOFIA, a singer - soprano

JOSE, a singer - tenor

The Tenor, Baritone & Bass also appear as
THE THREE WIZARDS on WHITE HORSES

(The DIRECTOR pre-records the off-stage voice of the Nightingale)

Instruments:

Horn in F

Violin

Cello

Electronic harpsichord (full-range instrument, touch-sensitive & with sustaining pedal)

(The instruments may be amplified and the harpsichord sound should dominate)

Duration: about 48 minutes

The score is notated in C

Full score & vocal score/keyboard edition available

© Edward Lambert 2015 Text & Music - the composer's rights are asserted
16/05/2017



Composer's note

The script for Opera With A Title has been extracted and freely arranged from two plays by Lorca,
El publico and Comedia sin titulo; they are considered ‘impossible’ plays, an experimental theatre
of the imagination and of the sub-conscious, and both are incomplete. In several ways, the two plays
are connected and constitute a search for a new form of theatrical expression; like many works of
the period, they also call for a new morality of personal freedom. Both examine the nature of
illusion and reality, confusing actors inside and outside their roles with audience members inside and
outside the ‘play’. This androgyny is mirrored in the relationships between some of the characters,
with The Audience in particular containing episodes of homoeroticism. Both works also feature the
character of Director/Author/Playwright/Impresario revealing the pre-occupations of Lorca himself
who directed a national touring company in the years of the Socialist government.

Synopsis

This surrealist opera concerns a troupe of actors in the time of civil war. What the actors are playing,
and what is happening to them in the real world, are confused: they bring their fantasies to bear on
their performances while their characters invade their own personalities. Thus, role-play and
questions of gender are examined, each from the other's viewpoint, as well as the nature of theatre
and its relevance to everyday life.

A performance of Romeo and Juliet has just taken place. The SPECTATOR, bass, is offended by the
portrayal of Juliet by a male. FEDERICO, the DIRECTOR, mezzo-soprano, defends his desire to
re-invent the theatre and portray the realities of the world outside.

A rehearsal gets underway: featuring characters from Shakespeare, SOFIA, the company soprano,
plays VENUS who’s in love with ADONIS played by the tenor, JOSE. They argue, however, and
the latter falls for the SPECTATOR who invades the stage and joins in the love-making as JULIUS
CAESAR. Meanwhile, MANUEL, a stagehand, baritone, has a crush on the DIRECTOR who is
threatening to give up the theatre. His passionate protestations are not reciprocated and, wearing an
ass’s head, he sings a Spanish ballad about the qualities of masks.

Shots are heard and news arrives that a revolution has broken out; the troops are heading their way.
For the DIRECTOR, it is time to bring the theatre crumbling down. SOFIA fears for the safety of
her children at home. JOSE is for the rebels, while the SPECTATOR is revealed as a Fascist.
MANUEL re-starts his song and, as tensions rise, the SPECTATOR gets out his pistol. He is about
to shoot JOSE but the DIRECTOR steps between them and is killed instead. The theatre is bombed
and all is dark.

SOFTA as JULIET welcomes THE THREE WIZARDS ON WHITE HORSES into her tomb-like
bed but, tired of their romantic serenading, insists on taking the lead; this erotic scene evaporates at
dawn. As the dust settles and daylight returns, MANUEL, JOSE and the SPECTATOR reflect on
what the drama has achieved. SOFIA emerges from her tomb in a blaze of glory and the
DIRECTOR flies down from heaven. Now the audience can enter.

Scene 1 - the theatre page 4

Scene 2 - a rehearsal page 35

Scene 3 - interlude in the auditorium page 82
Scene 4 - the theatre page 88

Scene 5 - Juliet's tomb page 112

Scene 6 - the theatre with no roof page 139



weore Opera With A Title

Edward Lambert

after Federico Garcia Lorca

SCENE ONE

In a theatre. Spain. Civil War has recently broken out. The action takes place both on stage and in the
auditorium. In the stalls is the Directors’s desk and on stage are the paraphernalia of other
productions, including a forest and the tomb of the Capulets, and a screen behind which the cast
change their costumes every now and again. The DIRECTOR is on the stage in deep thought.
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(approaching the stage)
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(passing across the stage carrying an ass’s head)
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Director
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(The Director goes into the stalls to watch; Manuel joins him. From time to
time, the Director goes onto the stage to alter or correct the production.)
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(lifeless, Juliet collapses into her tomb)
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The tomb opens to reveal the figure of SOFIA dressed Hollywood-style;

in a blaze of glory, she steps forward as ‘la prima donna’ and JOSE partners her in a duet.
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During the reprise of the final section from 993, the voices are omitted and the cast take their bows in the traditional manner. Suddenly,
there is a blackout and, if needs be, the music stops mid-stream. When the auditorium lights come up again, neither the cast, nor the

band are anywhere to be seen. It only remains for the audience to leave the theatre.
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