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HE following Concertos complete the firft of the four books which I purpofe to
- I -publifh in ScorE.

Perfons who are accuftomed to perule mufic thus publithed, very fenfibly experience the ad-
vantages it gives them in performing mufic in general.  For being thus enabled to judge, at one
view, of the laws and effeéts of harmony, thofe various Meldics, Aeccompanyments, and
Meafures, which conftitute the WrHoLE or A Musicar DEesioN, are immediately traced,
and their beauties as well as defeéts, afcerrained with the greateft precifion. Hence, a complete
and legible ScoRrE is the beft plan for any mufical publication, not only as it renders the {tudy
of mufic more caly and entertaining, but alfo the performance of it more correét and judicious.

Another motive for publifhing inftrumental compofitions in this manner, is, that rational tafte,
which prevails at prefent amongft lovers of mufic, for performances on the organ and harpfi-
cord ; thefe inftruments being, of all others, the beft adapted for the ftudy and praétice of mufic
from the Scork: For, notwithftanding their refpeétive powers are confined (a defe@ chiefly
arifing from the nature of the inftruments themfclves) fo that they allow the performer but
little fcope for expreflion : neverthelefs, by their extenfive compafs, and range of all the fcales,
they contain all the harmonies that can well be employed in every fpecies of good mufic; and,
therefore, allow the performer cvery defirable opportunity to difplay thofe talents which are
fuitable to them. For this realon, a fkilful hand on the organ or harpficord, may give a
pleafing idea of a general performance in concert, and reprefent a full band of muficians, all
animated with the fame {pirit to do jultice to the compofition. The chorus and {olo, more
clpecially, may be fincly diftinguithed by the fwell-organ, or on thofe harpficords that exprefs
the Furte-piano, which are now coming into ufe. But fhould our attention, in this cafe, be in-
terrupted by too numerous an audience, or the piece be performed in a too fpacious Orchefira,
we cannot hope to feel the more delicate powers of this finer inftrument.  After all, it ma
juftly be queftioned whether thefe, or any other cffeéts in the compofition, can be fully pro-
duced by any pm'fﬂl‘ﬂmntn whatever, unlefs the eye, by fome previous and intimate view of all
the parts, afliits the ear in comprehending the whole.

I'he invention of Subjeds, or Airs, for mufic is the work of genius: The contrivances in
Modulation, Accompanyment, and Meafire, demand the application of art and the rules. Hence
thofe, who are not {klled in the rules, found their different opinions in this are on fancy alone.
Some prefer a name, a ftile, a naticnal chara&er, and judge as thefe give a fanétion: Others,
arc c-nf_-,r ftruck with the marvellous. A fudden cromatic chord at once commands their atten-
tion, while the more natural melody is entirely loft upon them. Some again, defpife all mo-
dern mulfic, and figh for the ancient lyre: Others expire at an opera, and are incapable of feel-
ing any better ftrain: So various are the judgments of fuch perfons as aré guided by fancy alone.
But, if mufic be compofed agreeably to principles founded in nature, and invariably the fame in

all ages and nations, the true judge of harmony always approves it, whatever name, flile, or
national charaéter it bears,
%

For this reafcn, the point I have chiefly had in view, is, to work up every priacipal movement
according to fome Plax of Gompefition, in order to produce an agreement of Moduiation, Aecoma
{'uxy?:irﬂt, and Meafure, or, what may rather be termed the UniTy oF THE MusicaL

1Ece. Allo, to produce both Fariety and Order in the fame movement, | have frequently
changed the fubjeé, as in vocal mufic at the change ot cvery femtence, while the Meafure, or
ftile of the firft fubjeét, is every where preferved, to keep up a fimilarity of air throughout the
whole. I have alfo, for the fame reafon, contrived the Accompanyments to have as much air as
poflible ; which fometimes occafions a pafling difcord in the part: neverthelefs, thefe tranfitions
have their proper cffeét, as they are quickly melted into the fundamental harmony which governs
the modulation, which a good ear chiefly attends to, as the true teft of mufic. I have not,
however, attempted to ftrike out uncommon melodies, or to purfue thofe which are adopted,

in

D I e s e Tttt et - e e R e iy g al =il




—

{ 2%)

- in foreign modulations, that could not be fupported by fome natural Cornter-point.  And as it

{s fafer to-aim at pleafing than furprifing, cfpecially in the mufical are, I flatter myfelf 1 fhall be
in lefs hazard of difappointing truc lovers of harmony in their perufal of thefe concertos.

The application of Aeafire in mufic principally regards the conftrucion and ranging of
Cadences, which, like Rbythm or Numbers in poetry, and fometimes like what is called a Romnd-
wefs of “Phrafe in prole, ferves to illuftrate the different fpecies of airs, as allo to afcertain their

roper time of duration; for flow and {olemn AMleafires fhould never be too long, nor quick and
Ewly oncs too fhort, cllc oor attention will either be wearied, or fuddenly difappointed ; the
contrafting, therefore, thele different Meafires in the fame concerto, and regarding more their
Modes of Time than of Tuwe, never fails to give plealure to the car by the variety which it
produces.

It is certain that the changes in modulation do not affed us fo inftantly as when they are
joined with a change of movements. But the force of thele, in a great meafure, depends on
the difcernment and {kill of the performer. 'I'he mufical terms which denote the various degrees
of quicknefs, &c. are not fufficient for the purpofes intended, (nor perhaps is it a thing
in the power of words to afcertain) thele being, in faét, no other than negative diretions: And
as the term Adagio, or Andaute, can only imply not Allegro, or Preflo, and vice verfa; fo the
true medium, proper to the time of cach movement, can only be found by a mature examina-
tion of the whole. If then the perfeétion of mufic be at all worthy our care, this leading art
in the performance muft needs be confidered as the fureft guide to every beauty in the
compofition.

When we confider the utility of full-mufie for inftruments, both in publick and private con-
certs, and the effential variety which it gives to thofe elegant entertainments ; it is fomew hat to
be regretted that fo few compofers have employed their talents in this extenfive branch of the
art. [For among the numerous colleétions of mufic which are every year publifhed, both in
Holland and France, as well as in Britain, it is certain we yet have no great choice of picces
that are really excellent for the fervice of concerts.

‘The concertos of Cerelli and Geminiani, and the beft overtures and concertos of FHandel,
Maurtini, &e. have hitherto been the fupport of our mufical entertainments: But I have fome
reafon to hope that the concertos from Scarlatsi’s Leffonr, when once they have got accefs to
the public ear, will be a durable addition to this uleful clafs of mufic. As to my own con-
certos, they would not have increafed the number, had not the favourable reception of my firft
eflay induced me to hazard a fecond.  The fuccefs this alfo met with, was too powerful a mo-
tive with me, not to purlue an employment, in itfelf always engaging. Thﬂfg confiderations
therefore induced me to add thofe concertos allo to the colleétion.

NewcasTLE, 1758,

P. 5. As the Score of this work includes the four principal parts nnli,r, the pages in view, in ral, exhibit the defign of
every whole movement, and therefore may be readily performed upen all the belt infiruments in ule, as well as the harplicord,

Tle remaining works will be publifhed by one book at a time, and with all convenient fpeed, till the whele is completed,

The Sublcription (half a guinea for the firlt three, and fifteen thillings for the laft) to be paid as the books are delivered ; and
the fubferibers names to be printed with the lall work.

SvescriPpTioN s willbetaken in by Mr Johnfon in Cheaplide, Mr Walfh in Catherine-flreet, London : Mr Bremnes
in Edinburgh ; and by the Author in ik S ’ 4
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