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THE Prologue opens in the nebulous regions of space, in which
float the invisible legions of angels, Cherubs and seraphs, that,
uniting with the celestial trumpets, lift their voices in 2 hymn of
praise to the Supreme ruler of the universe. Mefistofele enters
on the scene at the close of the anthem, and standing erect amid the
clouds, with his feet upon the border of his cﬁ;ak, mockingly
addresses the Deity. In answer to the question from the Mystic
Choir, “ Knowest thod Faust?” he answers contemptuously, and
offers a r that he will entice him to evil, and thus gain a vic-
tory over Ee powers of Good. The wager is accepted, and the
Spirits resume their chorus of praise.

ACT I.—The drama opens on Easter Sunday, at Frankfort-
on-the-main. Crowds of people of all conditions move in and out
the City gates. Among them appears a grey Friar, an object of
both reverence and dread to those near him. The aged Dr.
Faust and his pupil Wagner descend from a height and enter upon
the scene, followed by the Friar, whose movements they discuss.
Faust returns to his laboratory, still followed by the friar!who
anheeded, enters with him, and conceals himself in an alcove.
Faust gives himself to meditation, and upon opening the sacred
volume, is startled by a shriek from the friar as he rushes from his
place of concealment. Faust makes the all-potent “sign of Solo-
mon,” when Mefistofeles throws off his disguise,—and in his own
person appears in the Fgarb of a knight, with a black cloak upon
his arm. In r?ly to Faust’s questionings, he declares himself
the spirit that denieth all things, desiring only the complete ruin
of the world, and a return to chaos and night. He offers to make
Faust the companion of his wanderinqs, upon certain conditions,
to which the latter es, saying: “1f thou wilt bring me one
hour of peace, in which my soul may rest — if thou wilt unveil the

world and myself before me—if I may find cause to say to some flying

moment, ‘Stay, for thou art blissful,’ then let me die, and let.
Hell's depths engulf me.” The contract completed, Mefistofele
spreads his cloak; and both disappear through the air.

ACT I1I. opens with the garden scene. Faust (rejuvenated,and
under the name of Henry.? Margaret, Mefistofele and Martha
stroll here and there in touples, chatting and love-making. Thence
Mefistofele takes Faust to the heights of the Brocken, where
he witnesses the orgies of the Witches’ Sabbath. The Fiend
is welcomed and saluted as their King. Faust, benumbed and
stupified, gazes into the murky sky, and beholds there a vision
of Margaret, pale, sad, and fettered with chains.

ACT IIL.—The scene is a prison. Margaret lies extended
upon a heap of straw, mentally wandering, and singing to herself ;
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Mef. and Faust apman outside the grating. They converse hur
riedly, and Faust begs for the life of Margaret. Mefistofele
promises to do what he can, and bids him haste, for the infernal
steeds are ready for flight. He opens the cell, and Faust enters
it. Margaret think the jailors have come to release her, but at
length recognizes her lover. She describes what followed his
desertion of her, and begs him to lay her in death beside her loved
ones. Faust entreats her to fly with him, and she finally con-
sents, saying, that in some far distant isle they may yet be happy.
The voice of Mefistofele in the background recalls her to the
reality of the situation. She shrinks away from Faust, prays to
Heaven for mercy, and dies, while the voices of the celestial
choir are heard singing softly “ She’s saved!”? Faust and Mefis-
tofele escape, as the executioner and his escort appear in the
background. -

In Act 1V, Mefistofele takes Faust to the shores of the
Peneus, in the vale of Tempe, when they agree to separate for a
while, each seeking his fortune on a different path. Faust is rav-
ished with the beauty of the scene, while Mefistofele finds that the
orgies of the Brocken were more to his taste.

'Tis the night of the classic Sabbath. A band of young maid-
ens appear, singinfl and dancing.  Mefistofele, annoyed and
confused, retires. elen enters with Chorus, and absorged by a

“terrible vision, rehearses the story of Troy’s destruction. Faust
enters, richly clad in the costume of a knight of the fifteenth cen-
tury, followed by Mefistofele, Nereus, Pantalis, and others, with
little fauns and sirens, and kneeling before Helen, addresses her
as his ideal of beauty and purity. Thus pledging to each other
their love and devotion, they wander through the bowers and are
lost to sight. ‘

In the Epilogue, we find Faust in his laboratory once more—an
old man, with death fast approaching, mourning over his past
life, with the holivolmne open before him. Fearing that Faust
may yet escape him, Mefistofele spreads his cloak, and urges
Faust to fly with him through the air. Appealing to Heaven,
Faust is strengthened by the sound of angelic songs, and resists.
Foiled in his effort, MeKstofele conjures up a vision of beautiful
sirens. Faust hesitates a moment, flies to the sacred volume, and
cries, “ Here at last I find salvation.” Then falling on his knees
in prayer, effectually overcomes the temptations of the Evil one.
He then dies amid a shower of rose-leaves, and to the triumphant
song of a celestial choir. Mefistofele has lost his wager, and holy
influences have prevailed.

NOTES.

PRrOLOGUE.—Mephistophilis, wrote Marlowe in his “Doctor Faustus”;
Mephostophilus, wrote B%nku‘:‘m in his ¢ Memeu of Windsor”;
Mephostofiles, wrote Widman In his legend of ». Mephisto and
Mephistophola are often found in the °“ Complaiutes” and ballads and
romances of the sixteenth eentury. John Pfitzer, in 1729, established the
actual ¢ Mephostopheles,” which was afterwards adapted by Goethe,
Lenau, and others.

Duntzer, in his ‘ Faustsage,” gives this name a Greek derivation, from
¢ mephostophilos.” an enemy of light.

AcT I.—We know that Goethe has here introduced a ¢ w: »
instead of a ‘‘grey friar,” but, on the other hand, in the old legends an
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MEFISTOFELES...ccccctctcesccoscncrcccssscsctscetcsscccsanssss BaAss.
FAUST :cectcenrersee socccecacescseccnceocessssnsescersacesccces 1€ROP.

descriptions of Faust we find the G?ﬁel‘rhr. ‘We have followed the
tradition. (W. Widman, ¢ of Faust”).

.—5* 8aboé bar Sabbah ?'’ Les initiés chantalent ¢ 8abo2 et les
sorciéres au Sabbat criafent & tue-téte ‘‘bar Sabbah!"” (See Le Loyer,
« Des Spectres,” 1, vil., ¢. 8.) .

AcT 1V.—The Fourth Act and the e,?ﬂoﬁhof the present Opera are
taken from Goethe’s ‘‘ Second Faust,” w is the continuation -and
necessary complement of the first. Without this continuation, the drama

remains impe! in ite highly moral scope and development. A bargain
is the starting point of Goethe’s poem; if the action ceases at lnrm:
death, {.he bn‘rgnaln has never been tufﬂlled, nor the scheme of the
roperly evolved.
P Tﬁ A{ruggle must therefore be prolonged until the death of Faust, who
is the subject of the bargain. .
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MEFISTOFELE.

PROLOGUE IN HEAVEN.
By ARRIGO BOITO.

Knowest thou FAUST ! — Goetke, Prologue in heaven.

Clouds. The sownding of the seven trumpets. The seven tones. The Celestial phalanzes behind the clouds, invisible.
Mystic chorus. Cherubs, Penitents, afterwards MEFISTOFEL alone in the shadows. ,
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HAIL! SOVEREIGN LORD.

7

(AVE SIGNOR.)

FIRST PHALANX.
Andante lento. CHORUS.
Soprani e Contralti.
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FIRST PART.
ACT FIRST.

FAUST. Showld there come a time when I can say lo the flying moment, “ Stay, thou art blissful,” then let me dle.

GOETHE, in Faust's laboratory.
EASTER SUNDAY.

(LA DOMENICA DI PASQUA.)

SCENE.—Frankfort-on-the-Main. Gates and bastions. People of all conditions lea the f» groups. Noise and
wwrmur of the crowd. Holiday bells. Later, FAUST and WAGNER. ving the clty

( Curtain rises.) Conservando attraverso tuile le variasioni di lempo «a stessa wisura
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( The Cavalcade passes. At its head come the Prince, Elector. Ladies Dignitaries, Pages, the Faconer, the fool, etc. Many
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Allegrello ysyace. (FuST and WAGNER retire to the background.)
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FROM THE GREEN FIELDS.

Larghetio. | j= 42.)

(DAT CAMPI.)
ARIA.

(FAUBT ) meditabondo.

Translated ard adapted by THEODORE T, BARKER.
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FausT. (Opens a volume placed on a lectern. His meditations are broken by the Friar's shrick, as he issues from the alcove.)

Assai sostenuto.
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At these last words of FAUST, the Friar throws off his disguise, and MEFISTOFELES appears in the garb of a knight, with

bll_ack cloak on his arm. N
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I'M THE SPIRIT THAT DENIETH.

(SON LO SPIRITO CHE NEGA.)
Translated and Adapted by THEO. T. BARKER.
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Allegro sostenuto. ( ‘.\ — 126.) .
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_Piu mosso con fuoco. (N
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THOU STRANGE OFFSPRING OF NIGHT.

(STRANO FIGLIO DEL CAOS.)

Translated and Adapted by THEO. T. BARKER.
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ACT SECOND

THE GARDEN
(IL GARDINO.)
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- What love may be, I nothing know, or
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lonely, wild spot in the valley of Schirk. Among the higher summils of the Brocken. Black rocks, against a
. Red Moonrise. Al one side, a Cavern; lo theleft, the Kosstrappe. Wind whistling through the openings.
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ACT THIRD.
DEATH OF MARGARET.
- MORTE DI MARGHERITA.
(Mur Shclaoondemned)
SCENE.— A prison. MARGARET extended upon a heap of strasw, singing, with senses swandering. Naght A ugmea lamp

hangs agabm the wall. A gratirig in the buck of the cell.
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TO THE SEA.

. ’ (LALRA NOTTE)
ARIA. :
. Translated and Adapted by THEODORE T. BARKER.
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AWAY FROM ALL STRIFE.
(LONTANO, LONTANO.) -

Translated and adapted by THEODORE T. BARKER.
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~ ACT IV.
SCENE. Shores of the Pencus, in the vale of Tempe. Limpid water, with thickets of laurels and oleanders. The moon

at the zenith, sheds an enchanting light oer the scene. A Doric temple at the left. In the background HELEN and PANTALIS,
Growp of syrems. FAUST lies dosing on the flowery bank.

MOTIONLESS FLOATING, THE MOON.

(LA LUNA IMMOBILE.)

Translated and Adapted by THEO. T. BARKER.
HeLeN. Tell me what I must do to learn that tender idiom. (Goethe — Faust, second part.)
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(Helew enters, followed by the Chorus.)
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