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Mozart received a commission for three quartets in 1785 from the publisher Franz Anton Hoffmeister. Hoffmeister thought the

G minor Quartet (K. 478) was too difficult and that the public would not buy it, so he released Mozart from the obligation of

completing the set. Nine months later, Mozart composed this quartet anyway.

The piano quartet, which reached its eighteenth-century apogee in the two quartets of Mozart, had its origin in the keyboard

concerto, here in the reduced instrumentation of a chamber concerto, as in the work of Mannheim composers or of Johann

Christian Bach, some of whose keyboard sonatas Mozart had, as a boy, transcribed as chamber concertos, accompanied by two

violins and bass. In Vienna he wrote two piano quartets. The first of these, the Piano Quartet in G minor, K.478, bears the date

16th October 1785 and was completed on that date in Vienna, to be published there by Franz Anton Hoffmeister. By 20th Nov.

Mozart was writing to Hoffmeister with some urgency, seeking money. By 2nd December Leopold Mozart, in a letter to his

daughter, gives news of the receipt of the work, together with copies of the quartets Mozart had recently dedicated to Haydn.

In the following August he included the quartet in a list of compositions sent to Sebastian Winter in Donaueschingen, from which

it was hoped that Winter's employer, Prince von Fürstenberg, would make his choice. This choice did not, in the end, include the

Piano Quartet. It was said that Hoffmeister complained that he could not sell the new work, intended as the first of a set of three,

because it was too difficult, and that he allowed Mozart to keep the advance he had received for the whole commission.

The Piano Quartet in E flat major, K.493, was completed on 3rd June 1786, a month after the first performance of the new

opera The Marriage of Figaro. It was published by Artaria in the summer of 1787. The first movement opens less ominously

than that of the earlier quartet, allowing delicate contrast between the piano and the other instruments, now even more closely

integrated in the chamber-music texture of the work. The piano begins the second subject, which is soon taken from it by the

violin, which has more to add, before the exposition is completed. The development makes further use of the figure that opens

the subsidiary material, before the recapitulation. The slow movement is an A flat major Larghetto, its gentle principal theme

introduced by the piano. The tripartite structure again finds room for subtle interplay between the instruments, with the piano

never allowed to overwhelm its partners. The quartet ends with an Allegretto, a Rondo with rhythmic variety in its contrasting

episodes, rich in its melodic material, if marginally less demanding than its predecessor.
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