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GEORGE R.

GEORGE the Second, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain^

France and Ireland^ Defender of the Faith, eS'^. To all to whom thefe Pre-

fents fhail corae, Greeting. Whereas our trufty and well beloved JOHN
GARTH, Durham, hath, by his Petition, humbly prefented unto us, That
he has, with great Labour and Trouble, prepared a Mufical Work, to be print-

ed in Eight Volumes Folio, and intitled, The Firjl Fifty Tfalms, fet to Muftc by

Benedetto Marcello Tatrizio Veneto^ and now adapted to the EiigljJJj Verfion by the faid

Tetitioner^ with feveral other Pieces of Vocal and Inftruraental Mafic; and hath

therefore humbly befought Us to grant him Our Royal Privilege and Licence for

the fole Printing and Publifliing thereof for the Term of Fourteen Years : V/e be-

ing willing to give all due Encouragement to W^orks of this Nature, are gracioufly

pleafed to condekend to his Requeft; and We do therefore, by thefe Prefents, fo

far as may be agreeable to the Statute in that Behalf made and provided, grant un-

to him, the faid JOHN G A R T H, his Executors, Adminiftraiors, and

Afligns, Our Licence for the fole Printing and Publiihing the faid Work, for

the Term of Fourteen Years, to be computed from the Date hereof
;

ftridly for-

bidding all our Subjects within our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint or abriJg-e

the fame, either in the like or any other Volume or Volumes whatfoever ; or to im-

port, buy, vend, utter, or diftribute any Copies thereof reprinted beyond the Seas,

during the afore faid Term of Fourteen Years, without the Confent or Approbation

of the faid JOHN GARTH, his Heirs, Executors, and Affigns, under

their Hands and Seals firfl had and obtained, as they will anfwer the contrary at

their Perils ; whereof the Commiflioners and other Officers of our Guftoms, the

Mafter, Wardens, and Company of Stationers are to take Notice, that due Obe-

dience may be rendered to Our Pleafure herein declared. Given at our Court as

Kenfington^ the Twenty-firfl Day of May 1-756, in the Twenty-ninth Year of

Our Reign.

By His Majejiy's Command,

HOLDER NESSE,



4



P R E F A C E
T O T H E

ORIGINAL WORK.
HT-^O the firft Verfes of the feventeenth Pfalm is adapted a very ancient Greek Air^

"

B fet originally in the Lydian Mode, to an Hymn ot Dionyfius to the Sun. This

H curious and valuable Remains of that divine Mufic, which is now loft, we have

jH^ interpreted by the Help of the Diagrams of mufical Charaders given us by Alypi-

us-iiX\^ Gaudentius, and drawn out as accurately as might be, according to our com-

hion modern Pradlice. 'Tis true thefe Philoiophers have given us lomc Characters entirely

different from thofe in the Piece before us, though called by the fame Names ; and particu-

larly the Hypate Meson is mark'd by Alypius not only with the Ids and greater Sigma
(o-) and f 2) but alfo with this Charader (c) ; and the Parhypate Meson with other

Signs much different from each other.

It is fufficiently known that the Syftema maximum of the Greeks took in no more than the

Four Tetrachords, of which it was conftrudled by degrees, at various Times and by various

Muficians. And therefore from the graveft Chord Hypate Hypaton (excepting the

Proslamb ANOMENOSj which was added below it by Pythagoras) was formed the Firft Fe-

trachord Hypaton by three continued Intervals to the Hypate Meson, from which the

Second took its Beginning, afcending to the Mese. According to Plutarch, the L yre of

Mercury was tuned with the Intervals of this Second Tetrachord, tho' Boeiius and others are

of a different Opinion •, who contend that the Firft and graveft Chord ot this inftrumi nr was

the Parhypate Hypaton, which, being in Sefquicertian Proportion with the Second the

Parhypate Meson, produced the Diatejfaron ; in fefquialteral Proportion with the Licha-

Nos Meson or Meson Diatonos, the Diapente ; and in duple Proportion with the Trite
Diezeugmenon the Fourth and laft, the Diapafon.

From the Two abovementioned Tetrachords, rais'd a Diapafon, were deriv'd the other

Two : fo that the Hypate Meson, in fefquitertian Proportion with the Hypate Hypatonj
being the acute Term of the Firft and Third Tetrachords was, under diff. r.nt Names and

Charafters, the Fundamental of the Second and Fourth, Pythagoras a\x.'.xv^2.vA%, we are

told, (obferving that the extreme acute Chord Mlse of the Second Tetrachord, by being at

the Diftance of an Heptachord from the Hypate Hypaton the extreme grave Chord of the

Firft in fuperfeptempartient odtave Proportion, form'd a difTonant Interval ) added the Pros-

L AMiiANOMENOS bcldw the Hypate Hypaton, to correfpond, thro* a. Diapafon, in duple

Proportion with the Mese, and thro' a Difdiapafon, in quadruple Proportion with the

Nete HYPERBOLiS:oN, the extreme Acute of the Fourth and laft Tetrachord Hyperbo-

LyEON that thus the extreme Intervals of the entire Syftem might be confonant with the

mean and with each other. There was however another Tetrachord conftitutcd and added

between the Second and Third, and this was the Synemmenon or Conjunft, (fo called be-

caufe the other Four were in a certain Manner conjoin'd by it) which rifing from the Mesb
by a Semitone major, in the fame Divifion of Intervals with the others, to the Trite Syn-

immenon was compleated in the Nete Synemmenon ; in order to avoid, in the Move-

ments of Airs, the Harflinefs of the Tritone, or its Species, between the Chord Parhypate
Meson and the Paramesos, and that the whole Diapafon might be in a iuft Harmonico-

Arithmetical Divifion. This Syftem was founded on the Diatonic, Chromatic, and Enhar-

monic Gernvdi-. The Diatonic TeixdLchoxd'i proceeding by a Semitone and 'Two Tones; the

Chromatic by Two Seinitones and a Semiditone : and the Enharmonic by two Dit fes or Quar-

ter Tones and a Ditone : It was therefore never held allowable to go beyond this Syftem,

both becaufe the Voices, (which in thole Times were all natural, and of confequence

more homogeneous and more readily and fenfibiy felt by the Hearer; rot forced, as fome of

ours are, which are for that Reafon deficient in thefe Refpeds) by exceeding it, would foon

have offended the Ear, and becaufe the Pythagoreans admitted no other Root of any Con-

cord befides the Number *Four, thro' which arife the Diateffaron from the fefquitertian

Pro-

* Thz NmJierus Qj_iaternariiis, or Tetractys of the Pythagoreans, is not barely the Number 4, but

4, 3. 2, I, VIZ. the whole Series of natural Nuiiibers from 4 to Unity incliifive ; froui which Numbers taken a-

tjy how by Pairs, arifc the Ratios of all the Intervals which they admitted for Concords*
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l^rcportlon 4. 3 : The Dlapente from the fefquialteral 3. 2 : The Two BiapafoHs from the

duple 4. 2. 2. I : The Diapajon-diapente from the Triple 3. i ; and the Difdiapafon from the

Quadruple 4. t, all Concords. And from hence Macrobius tells us they had their Notion that

the Number Four, from the Simplicity of the Harmony it produces, mufl. belong to the

Perfection of the Soul. The D//f«^, arifing from the fefquiquartan Proportion 5. 4 ; the femi-

ditone^ from the fcfquiquintan 6. 5 j the Hcxachord major^ from the fupertriparticnt-quintan

8. 5 •, as they take their Originals feverally from other Numbers than their Four, were e-

fteem'd dillonant Intervals by thefe Pythagoreans ; but have been fince called imperfedl Con-
cords by our Mailers, who join the Pradice of Mufic with the Theory, and ufcd as fuch,

for the Sake of making their Concerts or Harmony of Parts as full and perfett as poffible :

nor indeed were the Greeks (who themfelves employ'd them in their Compofitions) fuffi-

ciently warranted to call thefe Intervals Difcords, becaufe the Ratios which exprefs them
happen not to be fuch as their arbitrary Rule required for their being admitted as Concords.

But to come to their Signs and Figures. They us'd in their Songs, for fignifying the De-
gree of Tune in which every Word was to be pronounced, moft of the Letters of the Greek
Alphabet: tho', as the Number of Charadcrs neceffary to denote the various Chords com-
priz'd in the various Modes of different Species in the Three Genera above-defcrib'd, was ex-

tremely great, and thofe Letters not fufficient for the Purpofe
;

they alter'd the Figure, Fo-
fition and Size of they^;^^ Letters, and even introduced fome intirely nevj^ as clearly appears

from the Diagrams, wherein the abovenamed Alypius and Gaudentius have given us their

Notation thro' all the Modes. Thefe Letters they then called by particular Names, by
means of which they diflinguifh'd and fignify'd the fame Intervals of bound which are in ufe

with us, but under different Names and CharaClers. Nor, confidering the great Number and
diverfity of their mufical Figures, had the ancient Gr^^-^^j-any Want of Lines, Accidentals or

modern Keys, while all Sounds whatever, whether grave or acute, lefs or greater, were by
thefe Letters very clearly exprefs'd.

On this Syftem then, and in thefe Charadfers, they compos'd and wrote all kinds of Airs,

which being lung by a Mufician fufBciently knowing in the Quantity of long or fhort Sylla-

bles (and very often by the I-*oet himfelf; the Quantity was exprtlTed without the various

Colours or Marks of modern Figures, which are neceffary among us for diflinguiOiing the

Length or Shortncfs of a Syllable. In this manner the abovementioned Hymn o\ Dionyjius

to the Sun was compos'd and written. We have thought ptoper however to repair fome
Paffagcs in the Original, where the SuccefTion appear'd not clear or not very natural, oc-

cafion'd polTibly by fome Alterations it may have undergone, in fo long a Courfe of Years,

by being fo often tranlcribed and printed ; but this we have never prelumed to do without

fome reafonable Foundation or natural Propriety. * Particularly we have referred the Chord
Mese, which in the Beginning fucceeds the Hypate Meson fas it frequently occurs next

to the LicHANOS Meson, or Meson Diatonos) to the Paranete Synemmenon, which
v/e find is mark'd in the fame Manner, viz. with this Charader ( 'y ) in the Tctrachord

DiEZEUGMENON of the Hypolydtan Mode in Alypius, as well as in Ariftides ^lintiliams and

Ariftoxemis. The Air, by this alteration is, at leafl in our opinion, render'd fomething

more pleafmg, as by this means it afcends from the Lichanos Meson, or Meson Djato-
Nos abovementioned by the Interval of a Fifth to the Paranete Synemmenoni, rather than

of a Tone, as it would do, if we confider the Characfter ( j- ) as denoting the Chord
Mese abovementioned.

What appears mofl excellent in this Piece, and what of courfe one is naturally led to be-

lieve, was one of the principal Inftitutes of the Art of thefe former Times, is that it generally

(and if not univerfally, it is perhaps owing, as we faid before, to the careleffnefs of the Tran-
fcriber or Printer) expreffes the Accents, whether circumflex, acute, or grave, by Sounds a-

dapted to fignify their Circumflexion, Graviry, or Acutenefs the Effect of which was that

not only every Word but every Syllable had a Force and Meaning given it, which of itfelf

fufficiently rouz'd the PafTions of the Hearers ; notwithftanding little or no regard is had
to this Article of Exprefllon in modern Compofition. Befides, the Subjedls of their Songs

were themfelves of Juch Dignity and Importance, that, if but barely read or rehears'd, they

Vv'ere capable of awakening and delighting the FaiTions •, as in them they pronounced the Prai-

fes of their Gods, the Adions of their illuflrious Men, Triumphs, public Laws, tragical

* See the 8th, lotb, nth, and 55th Bars of the firfl: Movement.
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Events, and other magnificent Things ; which being clad (not in a full Harmony of ma=
11y Parts, which muft always unavoidably in lome degree confound and rendtr unintelligible

the Words and Sentiments) but in a fimple natural Melody, expreffcd with that perteft in-

tonation of Voice, which thro' the Defefl of our imperfe<5l key'd inftrumenis may
be faid to be now loft, produced fuch wonderful EfFcdls, as might reafonably be expeded
to flow from the joint Powers of Mufic and Poetry, each in their greatcft Excelk-nce.

Some Airs, which were to be accompany'd with Inftruments and v?ith fome difference

of Tune, were mark'd with double and different Charaders, as remains exprefs'd through-
out, in the Hymn of Homer to Ceres in the Hypolydian Mode interpreted according to Gail-

dentins^ and apply'd, where we thought it might be advantage"buny introduced, in the Nine-
teenth Pfalm of this Volume. However, in the Air which, as was faid before, we have us'd

in the Seventeenth Pfalm, this Fart for the Accompanyment does not appear whether thro^

the defed: of the Copy, or becaufe the Inftrument did not always accompany the Voice in a

different Pitch. We have therefore fubjoin'd to it a proper fundamental Baf^s, to govern the

Modulations and Movements after the modern manner, * raifing alfo the Chord Parhy-
PAT£ Meson a Semitone, where the Voice would naturally add it, and where a Kind of
Cadence might be introduced conveniently enough for the better ExprefTion of the Vvoi dsi

Alfo with regard to the Second Air in the Nineteenth Ffalm, (tho' the fecond Range of
mufical Charaders fet, no doubr, for the Accompanyment, is extant in the Original) yet as

we cannot now have the certain and pofitive Method of ufing the ancient Inflruments, not-

v;ithftanding fome faint Reprefentations of them are yet remaining, we have only taken the

Part for the Voice (which is originally in the Hypolydian Mode of the Diatonic Genus, but

tranfpos'd b, us into the Hypophrygian, according to Bacchius and Boetius, for the conve-

nience of the Voice) and given it in the fame Manner at our own difcrction an accompa-
nying Bafs. The Truth is this double Range of different Charaders was us'd, the one to

dircdt the Performance of the Voice, the other of the Inftrument, and this to prevent the con-

founding of the Air of the latter with that of the former : becaufe, as the Mufic of the Song
and Accompany irient was fometimes §different, (for fo we find fome of their Pieces were
compos'd and perform'd) if the fame Charaders had been us'd for both, it might eafily

have created great Confufion, and particularly where in certain Places the one Part was to be

filent and the other to proceed. This Method of Writing was a long Time continued a-

mong the Latins^ infomuch that Cafter fome Remains of the ancient Mufic had come among
them, tho' fuch only as might muft properly be faid to be in the Theatrical Stile; they u-

fed the very fame Charaders, and the fame Methods of diftinguifhing them as appears

from the Canticle or Hymn Te Deum laudamus of St Amhrofe and St Auguftine in the Hypo-
done Mood of the Diatonie Genus, interpreted by Marcus Meibomius^ whofe Method of de-

cyphering thefe Pieces we have purfued as exadly as pofTible ; in which Hymn we find

this double Range of Greek Charaders abovementioned, and from the Air of which, when
written after the modern manner, the Church has derived a kind of Fourth Tone or Mode^
which is ftill in ufe tho' fome of the many who are divided in their Opinions of this Matter

will have it to bederiv'd from x\itzx\z\tt).X. Phrygian Mode of the Greeks, notwithftanding in

the Original, according to Alypius^ as we faid before, it appears mark'd with the Signs of the

Hypodoric.

The Eighteenth Pfalm, the Third of this Volume, is very long, and interfperfed with va-

rious Sentiments and affeding Paffages* We have therefore in compofing it employ'd no
fmall Care, and fpar'd no Labour to diverfity the Stile of it, which we have adapted as care-

fully as poffible to the proper ExprefTion of the Words and Sentiments.

In order to raife fome Chords, which are not fharp in the Key, a whole Tone, we have

put the Two Chromatics ( i^-^ ), never chufing in this Work to ufe for this Purpofe the

Enharmonic (x) Diefis\ a Pradice which in the like cafe fome People have unwarily given

into : not confidering that the Property of this Enharmonic Sign f ':r ) is only to raife the

Chord a Quarter Tone, dividing into Two Parts the Semitone major. Hence, as thisZ)/^-

fts^ with very great reafon, never appears to be apply'd in the ancient Greek Syftem but in

the Enharmonic Genus, under different Charaders, between the Hypate Hypaton and

the

* See the Qth and igth Bars of the Firft Movement.

§ This Diff rence could only be in the Degree of Acutenefs, or Gravity, or (which is perhaps the fame

thing) in the Mode.
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the Pariivpatf, Mvpaton of the Tetrachord Hyp axon between the Hvpate MEfCftl

and Parhyhate VIiison of the Tetrachord Meson, and between the Mese and Trite
JSynemmenon ot the 'J'ttrachord Synemmenon, between which feverally lies the Semitone

I^Jejor ; It follovA';, that except in thefe Intervals and in this Genus, the Ufe of the Enharmo-

nk Die/is ( ac ) is improper and inconvenient, as well with regard to its Figure as itsKffcdti

iNor have we us'd this ^ign ( oc ) in the Work of the Eighteenth Pfalm, or in any of the o-

thers, lor raifing the Chord a Semitone, where the Chromatic Diefis ( ^ ) ftands upon luch

Chord in the Key : becaule, in this cafe alio, the Ule of the Enharmonic Diefis ( oc ) wou'd
be impertinent, as all that is here neceffary is to repeat the ufual Chromatic Sign )-, Since,

the Air being tranfpos'd by natural and diatonic Tones by means of the Accidentals, and

the Nature ot iW minor Chords being changed by them, which, on account of fuch Tran-
fpofition, become mojor^ it wou'd be abfurd to take any other Method to raife them a Semi-

tone than we fliould, if, in the Diatonic and Natural ones or Modes, they were naturally

inajcr, and were to be rais'd a Semitone. If any other Method wire allowable, and that

fuch as we find is now-adays whimfically and extravagantly pradlis'd, it would be equally

proper, when we have occafion to raife by a Semitone the abovementioned diatonic fimple

Chords Hypate Hypaton, Hypate Meson and Mese, which are naturally major, to ufe

(after the Mariner in which fome afFedl to raife them) this Sign C 2C )
•, and yet in this cafe

no other Sign but the Chromatic ( i^') is praflically in ufe; the Enharmonic having in faft,

by the very Nature of its Inftitution, as we faid before, no power of altering fuch Chords
or Semitones major by any thing but a Qtiarter Tone. Hence too it follows that, as in our

Compofitions, which confift of too many Parts, and have too much of labour'd Art in them,

the Enharmonic Genus neither is nor can poffibly be ufed, the ufe of the Enharmonic Diefis

{-j:) becomes alfo idle and infignificant ; lo that it is highly improper and unreafonable {now
that, thro' the Difference of the Times or of the Pradtice of Mufic, we have plainly left

off the obfervance of the- ancient Laws of Compofition of the Greeks) to make a fantafflcal

and foolifh Ufe of their Signs without any Neceflity, and without a PofTibility of their hav-

ing their proper Effedl. Thus much we wou'd be underftood to fay, not with a Defign to decry

any Improvements thefe Writers may fancy they have offered towards the readier Execu-
tion of fuch Paffages as we have been mentioning ; but that the Many who are Judges may be

hereby convinced of the Conveniency and Propriety of the Method of Notation we have
thought proper to defend and obferve, and the Few, who may be lefs experienced in thefe

matters, inttrudled in its Application and Ufe. As to any thing further with regard to

the Work iifelf, as well as whatever we have here faid, we mufl wait and fubmit to the

Judgment and Determination, not of particular Perfons, but of all the Mufical and

Learned World, for whom we profefs to have written.
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