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GEORGE R.

EORGE the Second, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain^

France and Ireland^ Defender of the Faith, <(2'c. To all to whom thefe Pre-

fcnts fhall come, Greeting. Whereas our trufty and well beloved JOHN
GARTH, oi' Durham, hath, by his Petition, humbly prefented unto us, That
he has, with great Labour and Trouble, prepared a Mufical Work, to be print-

ed in Eight Volumes Folio, and intitled, The Firji Fifty Tfalms, fet to Miific by

Benedetto Marcello Tatrizio Veneto^ and now adapted to the EngliJJo Verfion by the faid

Tetitkner^ with feveral other Pieces of Vocal and Inftrumental Mafic ; and hath

therefore humbly befought Us to grant him Our Royal Privilege and Licence for

the foie Printing and Publifhing thereof for the 1 erm of Fourteen Years : We be-

ing willing to give all due Encouragement to Works oF this Nature, are gracioufly

pleafed to condefcend to his Requeft; and We do therefore, by thefe Prefents, fo

far as may be agreeable to the Statute in that Behalf made and provided, grant un-

to him, the faid JOHN G A R T H, his Executors, Adminiflrators, and

AffignSj Our Licence for the fole Printing and PubUihing the faid Work, for

the I'erm of Fourteen Years, to be computed from the Date hereof ;
flriftly for-

bidding all our Subjects within our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint or abridge

the fame, either in the like or any other Volume or Volumes whatfoever ; or to im-

port, buy, vend, utter, or diftribute any Copies thereof reprinted beyond the Seas,

during theaforefaid Term of Fourteen Years, without the Confent or Approbation

of the faid JOHN GARTH, his Heirs, Executors, and AfTigns, under

their Hands and Seals firfl had and obtained, as they will anfwer the contrary at

their Perils ; whereof the Commiffioners and other OfEcers of our Cuftoms, the

Mafler, Wardens, and Company of Stationers are to take Notice, that due Obe-

dience may be rendered to Our Pleafure herein declared. Given at our Court at

Kenfington, the Twenty-firfl Day of May 1756, in the Twenty-ninth Year of

Our Reign.

By Ffis Majejiy's Command,

.

HOLDER NESSE,
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T O T H E

ORIGINAL WOR
~^HE prefent Work, which was begun under the aufplclous Influence of the

Divine Favour, has, by it's continued Guidance and Protedion, been happily

brought to a Conclufion. May it pleafe the Almighty that both the Execution

of Performers, and the Attention of it's Hearers, may be directed to no other End than

that which the Authors propos'd to themfelves when they undertook and compos'd it,

viz. the Advancement of the Divine Honour and Glory. This End will readily be ob-

tained, if, as the Authors in the Compofition of the Work ftudy'd nothing but to fup-

port and preferve the folemn Dignity of the Divine Materials, and to exprefs the Senti-

ments in the beft Manner they were able, fo both the Performer and Hearer keep their

Attention ftridly fixed on the fame Purpofe, and the Firft expect not to reap the Fruic

of extravagant and profane Applaufe, nor the Latter to be amufed with the empty Blan-

difhment of florid ConceitSi Perhaps the Ufe of thefe harmonical and facred Studies

may afford no lefs Pleafure and Profit to the Profeffors of the Art, than the Madrigalifii

Compofitions of Times paft, (a Circumftance which would be highly mortifying to fuch

as aim at Improvements in the Inftitutes of Mufic out of tPie received Pradlice) and
lliould they even be found fo imperfedl as not to have equal Merit with Refpeft to the

Advantage an intelligent Reader may receive from the Perufal of them, they will at

leafl: be fufficiently agreeable to the Piety of fuch Minds as inwardly cherifli Sentiments

of Humility and Devotion.

As the greater Part of the Interpreters and Expofitors of Scripture agree in declaring

the 22d Pfalm to be a Prophecy and Figure of the Redeemer of the World expiring on
the Crofs, we thought it not improper, or rather abfolutely neceffary, to compofe ic

for one Voice only, and in a Stile the moll plaintive and beft adapted to fo mournful
and interefting an Occafion : And in order to exprefs it in the ftrongeft Manner, and to

awaken in the Hearers the deepeft Sorrow it was poffible from the Contemplation of this

grand Myftery, we have given it an Accompanyment of Tenor Violins, an Inftrument

which (in the Hand of a Mafter) is of itfelf extremely well calculated for the Expref-

fion of tender and melancholy Strains. Let therefore the Performer who is to execute

this Pfalm, confider what it is he is to exprefs and reprefent, and accordingly, rather

with devout Tendernefs of Heart than artificial Flourifhings of the Voice, pronounce it

fimply and diftinftly ; that every Hearer, as well from the folemn and mournful Sen-

timents, as the plaintive Melody in which they are exprefs'd, may be affe£led with no
fmall Degree of Sorrow, and fenfibly experience fome of thofe pungent Feelings which
neceffarily attend the Reflexion on a Myftery fo awful and affeding.

The Authors, fufBciently fenfible of the great Difficulty of the Work and their own
Want of Ability, undertook only the Firft Twenty-five Pfalms, and had determined

not to extend their Labours and Application to any greater Number ; but finding their

Work honour'd with the public Indulgence and Approbation in a Degree much fuperior

to it's Merit, and being v/ithal earneftly entreated to carry it further, they have (in Con-

fidence of the Divine Favour, which has hitherto gracioufly attended and protected

them) refolved to go on with the next Twenty-five, which fliall be printed in the fame

Manner in other Four Volumes. May it pleafe the Fountain of all Light to continue

to illuminate their Mind with his Divine Ray, that this fecond Attempt may fucceed as

happily as the former, and fo the whole of this arduous Undertaking, when conduced
to its End, may not fail to have the happy Fortune to advance the Glory of the fupreme

Giver of all good Things, and to meet with the fame Approbation with which in it's

Beginning and Progrefs it has been fo amply diftinguifhed.
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