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These song settings are in English. 
Words are to be heard.  

Setting the natural rhythm in English is a world away 
from setting Akhmatova in the original Russian.
 
There is a Russian version of these songs 
because a singer from Irkutsk challenged me with a 
"how could she possibly sing these Russian poems in English.?"
 
Alas I have never managed to sort out the copyright approval
for the original Russian language poems, only for the translations 
but no matter... these songs work in English 
and I am not sure they do in the Russian language variant. 
It is a sensitive issue. 

They were recorded in 2001 by Victor Dinov 
in the (old Melodiya) studio in St Catherine's Church 
on Bolshoi Prospect, St Petersburg  and issued on Olympia OCD 712. 

Victoria Yevdotieva sang and Yelena Spist played the piano. 

I attended the recording sessions. 
It was magic to watch Victor Dinov at work. 
His ear and understanding of nuance are to be envied. 

1. The Willow.  1940

2. How can you look at the Neva? 1914

3. Heart's Memory of Sun. 1911
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1. The Willow
Anna Akhmatova 1940
Poems of Akhmatova, translated and introduced by Stanley Kunitz with Max Hayward, 
published by Mariner Books/Houghton Mifflin Co. (Boston)
© 1973 Stanley Kunitz and Max Hayward.

Granted by permission of Darhansoff, Verrill, Feldman Literary Agency.
All rights reserved. 
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Great Bardfield, 14th September 1995
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Anna Akhmatova 1914
Poems of Akhmatova, translated and introduced by Stanley Kunitz with Max Hayward, 
published by Mariner Books/Houghton Mifflin Co. (Boston)
© 1973 Stanley Kunitz and Max Hayward.

Granted by permission of Darhansoff, Verrill, Feldman Literary Agency.
All rights reserved. 

2.  How can you look at the Neva?

Peter Dyson
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Great Bardfield. 9th November 1995
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Anna Akhmatova  Kiev 1911
Poems of Akhmatova, translated and introduced by Stanley Kunitz with Max Hayward, 
published by Mariner Books/Houghton Mifflin Co. (Boston)
© 1973 Stanley Kunitz and Max Hayward.

Granted by permission of Darhansoff, Verrill, Feldman Literary Agency.
All rights reserved. 
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3. Heart's Memory of Sun 15
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Great Bardfield, 11th November 1995
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