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THE VISION
JOSEPH W. CLOKEY.

The text of “The Vision” consists of selected portions of the
prophecies of Isaiah, and is in two parts:—the first telling of the down-
fall of the old dispensation, and the second prophecying the coming
of Christ and the era of peace.

To the Prophet in his troubles, comes a vision of the world's
desolation, accompanied by a voice of lamentation. With increasing
vividness, the downfall of the Power of Darkness is revealed. His
agony of soul is presently relieved by a new vision, in which Jehovah
sits enthroned as Ruler of the Universe, proclaiming the ultimate
triumph of right over wrong, and the coming of the era of Peace on
earth, Good Will towards Men. The passing of the vision brings to
the dreamer peace of mind, and he falls into tranquil slumber.

In the musical treatment the composer has endeavored to create
the moods and emotions such as might have been experienced by the
prophet himself, had these pictures of the future been revealed to him
in a vision.

The Text.

Stay yourselves, and wonder. For the Lord hath poured upon
you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes.

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth. They grope for the
wall like the blind; they stumble at noon as in the night.

If one shall look unto the land, behold, darkness and sorrow. [f
one shall look unto the earth, behold, dimness of anguish.

Look away from me; I will weep bitterly. Labor not to comfort
me, for a grievous vision is declared unto me. What aileth thee now,
O valley of vision? For it is a time of trouble; a day of treading
down; a day of crying unto the mountains.

Then shall the sun be confounded and the moon ashamed. The
stars of the heavens shall not give their light. Through the wrath of
the Lord is the land darkened.

Woe to the crown of pridel Woe to the rebellious children!
Howl, ye ships of Tarshish, for your strength is laid waste! Their
youths shall faint and be weary, and their young men shall fall. Hell
hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure! Thou
shalt be brought down to Hell, to the side of the pit! To whom will
ye flee for help, and where will ye leave your glory? Where are thy
wise men? Let them tell thee now!



I saw also the Lord, sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up.
Beside Him stood the seraphim. And one cried out unto the other
and said: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts.”

For in the wilderness shall waters break out. The desert shall
blossom as the rose, the thirsty land becomes a pool.

Comfort ye, my people. Thou shalt no more be forsaken, Thy
city shall no more be desolate. Lift up thine eyes round about thee—-
thou shalt see the King in his beauty. Lift up thine eyes to the
heavens—thou shalt see that land afar. There shall be beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit
of heaviness.

Rise! Shine! For thy light is come. Who is this that comes from
Edom, with dyed robes from Bozrah? He that comes in righteousness,
Mighty to save. Who is this, that is glorious in his apparel, travelling
in his majesty? He is called Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace. Sing,
O ye heavens! Shout, O ye forests! Hear, ye deaf! Look up ye
blind and see! Ye shall have a song, and gladness of heart.

And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor
a fruitful field. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee,—the fir
trc:;a and the pine tree together. Instead of the thorn shall come up the
cedar tree.

From the Book of Isaiah.

Time of Performance—45 minutes.
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