Cello arrangement — BWV 995

Johann Sebastian Bach’s Suite pour la Luth (title page: Pieces pour la Luth a Monsieur
Schouster) is now known as the Suite in G minor BWV 995. Written between 1727-1731, itis
an arrangement of the 5th Cello Suite, which dates from 1717-1723.

Owing to the lack of an original Bach autograph manuscript of the 5th Bach Cello Suite, several
cellists have attempted to make a cello arrangement of the Lute Suite. The edition presented
here is thus another contribution to the small number of existing arrangements. Based upon the
autograph manuscript housed in Brussels at the Bibliotheque royale de Belgiquein', this
modernised urtext edition for solo cello follows the autograph Lute Suite manuscript as closely
as possible. This includes retainment of the original setting of the music over two staves,
thereby enabling a better appreciation of Bach’s voicing intentions.

The following edition contains no extra ‘added’ notes. Slurring has been omitted, however the
tied notes have been retained. Owing to the transposition of the music from G minor to C minor,
some notes fall beneath the playable range of the cello. These notes have been appropriately
marked by an ‘(8)". The cellistically unplayable notes found throughout the text are playable on
lute, and can be considered for study use only.

Please contact:

rpal6011 (at) uni.sydney.edu.au

' B-Br Ms. 11 4085 (Fétis Nr. 2910)



par J.S. Bach.

Suite pour la Luth
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