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fiume di luce fiume di luce

Forse semilia miglia di lontano,

la bellezza ch’io vidi si trasmoda

non pur di la da noi, ma certo io credo
che solo il suo fattor tutta la goda.
Pura luce!

Piena d’amore!

E vidi lume in forma di rivera
fulvido di fulgore, intra due rive
dipinte di mirabil primavera.

E se I'infimo grado in sé raccoglie

si grande lume, quanta e la larghezza
di questa rosa ne I’estreme foglie!

luce luce luce luce

Fiume di luce! Pura luce! Piena d’amore!

river of light river of light

Perhaps six thousand miles away from us,
the beauty which I then beheld, transcends
not us alone, but truly I believe

its Maker only can enjoy it all.

Pure Light!

Full of love!

Light in a River’s form I then beheld,

which glowed refulgently between two banks,
adorned with wondrous hues of early spring.
And if the lowest row within itself

gathers so great a light, how great must be
this Rose’s width in its remotest petals?

light light light light

River of Light! Pure Light! Full of love!
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luce luce luce luce light light light light
fiume fiume river river

translated by Courtney Langdon, 1921



