Prostrate, O Lord, I lie

William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Dow Partbooks (Christ Church, 1580s, Oxford MSS 984-988)
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Prostrate O Lord, I lie,

behold me Lord, with pity,

stop not thine ears against my cry,
my sad and mourning ditty,

Breath’d from an inward soul,

from heart heartly contrite,

an offering sweet, a sacrifice,
in thy high heavenly sight.
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