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CHARACTERS AND DRESSES.

PiErRrROT. Traditional Costume: loose white jacket, loose wide white trousers, white
conical hat, all trimmed with black pompoms.

PrerrETTE. Toose jacket over blouse, white; frills to both; short white skirt, black
silk stockings, black gloves, Pompom trimming.

THe NURrsE. In swathed gown of black (diaphonous), black diaphonous veil on head
and swathed round shoulders.

THE STRANGER. White powdered tie wig, black satin tie to queue, the ends of which
come round his neck and are tied in bow with solitaire brooch fastening.
Very full-skirted coat of royal blue with heavy cuffs, heavily laced with
gold ; buttoned at waist by two gold buttons, so as to give a distinct waist
with skirts of coat spreading rather stiffly. Waistcoat of yellow ground
flowered in black, full flaps long almost to knee; open to show lace
cravat; lace at wrists. Black breeches, white stockings, high-heeled
shoes, tongues well-up insteps, and paste buckles. Chapean bras and
small sword.



PIERROT AND PIERRETTE.

ACT I
The Departure of Prerrof.

SCENE: dn old world garden. Wall back of stage with
door R.C.  Bench with tree down L.  Red glow of sunset
which changes to movnlight. Curtain goes up on a clear
stage. Nurse in backyground sitting smmovable. FEnter
PIERRETTE, L. She steals across garden in an attitude of
listening. Near the door she pauses.

Hark !

Die away, voice of town,

Die away, drown !

No moth am |

To flutter, burn, and die,
Pierrette shall sing you down !

PIERRETTE. hark!

PIERROT (0f).

Linfer PIERROT, R.C.
PIERREVTE (¢mdraces Lini).
Picrrot, Pierrot, safe home at last!
Held in my arms, loneliness past!
Prerror. My love, the town's voice was so clear
I had to sing lest [ should hear.
Looks half regretfully at door.)

PIERRETTE (c/oses door fearfu/ly).  You would not go?

PIERROT (wit/e ¢ffurt). No,no! Oh, no!
(Both come down. PIERRELLE sty o7 bench.
Jrom time to time glunces at the door.)

PIERROT

PIERRETTE. The shadows creep, the sun goes down,
Gold turns to rose, and rose to brown.
The wind-blooms shake, now wakes the breeze,

Love whispers to the listning trees.

[ know a world
Where flowers grow,
Where Summer dies not,
Where old Time flies not,
I know, I know.

PIerRroOT.

I know a world
Where love is yet

In two arms lying

For me undying,
Arms of Pierrette.

I know a world
Where all is fair,
Where love is holding

Joys for unfolding
For me to share.
I know a world
Where love’s aglow,
Raining his kisses
\Where perfect bliss is,
I know, T know.

[ know a world
With jewels set,
One world, where only
I’m never lonely,
Clasping Pierrette.

PIERRETTE. The earth is faint, it falls asleep;
The stars slip out their watch to keep,
And all the world beneath I know

Holds but my heart and dear Pierrot.

(£inter the NURSE, L.
walches them).

She is a sombre figure. She

PIERROT (dreamily). Pierrette, Pierrette, my love of dreams,
My sweet love born of white moonbeams,

NURSE. Moon, moon,
Queen of night's noon,

. Waning, waning, waning to soon !
PIERRETTE (face from NURSE, shrinzkingly).
Ah, what was that ?

Prirrov. Your Nurse, Pierrctte.

(Joonleglit s swddenly obsciured.)

PIERRETTE ( fearfully). Ah, see, across the sky a net
With ghostly unseen fingers drawn !
{(Solemiily.y There was a storm at this day’s dawn.
NURSE. A silver cloud
For the moon 1s shroud.

(Z%e moonlicht slowly returns.)

PIERRETTE, Ah, nurse, what are you saying ?
Clouds pass away,

The moon in all her glory
Resumes her sway.

Moons wax and wane,
Above dead flowers weeps the rain,
Roses dic,
And, unremembered, rot and lie.
All life is so,
[ know.
PIERROT (fo PIERRETTE, back to NURSE).
I sing of love,
The love that lives,
That, laughing always,
Gives and gives.
Let her go by,
Her mate is Time;
Age bends her carthwards,
We must climb.
NURSE (sdowly going R.). 1 go:
(Shivers). The chill winds blow,
The winds of age that strike us low.
(£xif NURSE, R.}
She leaves a chill behind!
I am afraid, Pierrot!

NURSE.

PIERRETTE ($/kudiders).

PIERROT (fantastically).
To the world of dreams,
You and I ;
To the moon’s pale beams,
Past the sky.
Over the trees in the dark fields asleep,
Over the mountains and over the deep !
Up, Pierrctte, up through the soft drowsy night,
Treading the ladder of gossamer light,
To a world of our own,
Remote, Remote,
There on a sea of love to float!
Nothing shall fret us, nothing shall pain,
And the moon of our love shall nevermorc wane.

PIERRETITE (coguettishly). WWhat have you brought for me ?

PIERROT (ofers_fiower).  See, here's a flower,
I saw it shivering after a shower:
“J am so cold!”’ it cried, “take me, oh, takc me!
“T.ay me on Pierrette’s heart ; nevermore wake me !’

(PIERREITE gocs to take flower—it falls in a heap of
petals. PIERREVTE shrinks back.)
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PIERRETTE. It is dead !

PIERROT (contem ptuously). Stupid flower!
Died of a shower!

PigrRETTE. What have you brought for me ?

PIERROT (joyously). All of life’s laughter !
Happiness, happiness, now and e’er after!
Loves of the dew and the mist for the river,
oy of the lover and joy of the giver!

(Z10lds out his hands cupped. PIERRETTE peeps in eagerly.)

PIERRETTE (reproackfully). ‘There is nothing!

PIERROT. So there is
Nothing —like a kiss!

(Gazly.) That’s all the fortune that I bring

Shall we sing, Pierrette ?  Shall we sing?

NURSE (of L). Love’s song
Is never long.

PIERRETTE. She is old, out of place.

PIERROT and PIERRETTE.
Moonlight, moonlight, moonlight,
I'm wondering what you are?
Silver dreamings of night,
Dreams of the loves that are true ?
The nightingale sings to you,
Moonlight, gossamer blue ;
Only to you the troubadour sings,
Poised on a tree with fluttering wings,
Loving you, loving you, light of moon,
Craving an unknown wonderful boon
From you, from you.

Moonlight, moonlight, moonlight,
You taught me love I know,
Gave to me wondrous sight,
q |tome love of Pierrot :
{me you loved poor Pierrot:
So now I sing to you
Under the moonlight blue,
Only to you, my love, can I tell,
Pierrot '}
Pierrette)
Knowing you, loving you, my dear heart,
Knowing that nevermore can I part
From you, from you!

Showe

my own, whom [ love so well.

PierroOT. I like that song—it is made of dreams.

PIERRETTE. But love lasts longer than pale moonbeams.

THE STRANGER (0ff). Comc away, Pierrot, come away
In the world to play !
To the world and his wares,
\Where his pleasures he bares,
Come away, come away!

PIERROU (slartled, feverishly).
What is that song ? Do you hear?
Calling me, calling!

PrurREITE (eagerly). ’Tis the voice of the town, 1 fear,
Ribaldry calling.

STRANGER (gf). Come away, come away
To the joys of day!

PIERROT (gozng towards door). 1 hear, I hear, 1 hear,
A summons clear.

PIERREVYE (calches him by the sleeve and leads him down.)

LLove, in a garden smiling,
Folds now his wings ;

Tove, with tender beguiling,
Happily sings,

Butterflies woo the flowers,
Breezes their kisses bring

T.ove lurks in all the bowers,
Iove of the garden is king.

PrerRroOT (lovoks at door furtively).
I think 1 hear him still—he calls to me.

(Enter the STRANGER abrupily af door R.C. He is richly
attired. PIERRETTE fries to drag PIERROT back, who
seems fascinated by him.)

STRANGER. Break the chains—be free!
PIERRETTE (sh#illy). Ah, the town, the town !

STRANGER, Come away, come away,
Where the world is gay!

PIERROT (gaily, delightedly). Pierrette, come away !

STRANGER. One moment, pray,
Pierrctte must stay.

PIERROT. But that’s absurd!
Pierrette’s a bird
‘Who longs to play,
Who's alway gay.
1 fear I cannot leave her,
For it would grieve her.

STRANGER. A woman’s tear, a woman’s fear,
A woman’s sorrow disappear.
You are a man, Pierrot,
Think of what you miss!
(scormfully.) Barter the joys of the world
For one girl’s kiss!

PIERRETTE (Zmploringly).
Ah, stay with me, for, oh, my heart would break
If T should wake
To find this garden empty and you fled !
Soon were T dead.

PIERROT. You see I cannot go
And leave her to such woe.

STRANGER. Come away, come away,

For time will not stay!
Of the world I sing,
That beautiful thing,
There, there is jollity,
Dancing. frivolity,
People hurrying,
All of them scurrying.
Drums of love banging,
Brazen bells clanging,
Sparkling wine quaffing,
Laughing, and laughing!
Life dances madly,
Never goes sadly.

Think of the glare, and the din, and the blare!

Come away to the jolly world’s fair!

PIERROT (excifedly). You hear, Pierrette! My pulses beat,
The music dances in my feet!
I must go, I must go, I must go!

PIERRETTE. Oh, no!  (rising),
PIERROT. 1 must !
This garden is but rust !
PIERRETTE. Pirrror. STRANGER.
Oh, Pierrot, stay! I cannot stay ! Away, away !
My heart is breaking! For life I'm aching! Life’s for your making :
My life you slay, The only way You may not stay

All sorrow’s waking! The step I'm taking.  For life is waking.
See at your feet I kneel; Life stifles your appeal. List to the fair’s appeal,

Some pity feel Madness I feel; Your heart now steel.
For poor Pierrette, who I can but see the fair’'s See how the mad lights
loves you so! mad glow! glow and glow !

Oh, do not go! And so I go! Ah, you must go!
Stay, Pierrot, stay ! Nay, Pierrette, nay! Come away, away !

(7he STRANGER throws open the door. The noise of the
Town grows louder. PIERRETIE, dnreeling, clings fo
PIERROT. FHe throws her off and rushes through
door. The SYRANGER jfollows, and PIERRETTE jfalls
on her face.)

AcCT-DROP.
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ACT 1II.
THE RETURN OI PIERROT.

The saime Scene. A dim Moonlight.
The NURSE ¢s discovered af the door, R.C. Ske kolds a
key in her hand, and sings 1o somcone ouiside.

Love’s garden is empty,

Have you come ?

The world’s dumb,

And yet Pierrette

Is here so near.

E’en love himself is lame to-day
And halts upon his way.

NURSE.

(Pawuses).

STRANGER (owméside). 1s that you, Nurse ?

NURSE (eagerly). Have you brought the purse ?

I am not new to business such as this,

1 know that one should always buy a kiss.

(Chinks money). Hark to this, old dolt!
Won’t it oil the bolt ?

STRANGER.

NURSE (cunningly). Over the wall

Let the bright gold fall.

The devil have you, near-to-dust!

Here’s the oil to remove the rust. (Zkrows purse.)

STRANGER.

NURSE (eagerly picks up pursc). The key, the key,
That opens all love’s Jocks and sets him free !
(Slips bolt).
(Enter the STRANGER.)
(NURSE Zries fo catch his hand lv kiss it : ke draws back.)

Don’t touch me, 1 would rather not ;
My bargain’s made :

You’d love to scll, and I have bought
Your hideous aid.

Your gratitude is loathsome, so
Begone, 1 say!

We do not love our tools, you know,
We only pay.

STRANGER.

NURSE (kugging pursc). Ah, this is real !
Gold gives the warmth that even age can feel ;
Its golden fire
Is all that’s left to waken its desire.
Hug love to you,
1.ove quickly dies, but gold is always true.

(Looks 1..). My pretty pet, Pierrette,
Comes mooning through the grasses,
But quickly kiss the miss,
Remember this—I.ove passes.
Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha'!

(Eart NURSE, R., chuckling.)

ILove runs like fire
Through all my veins,
Pity desire
So quickly wanes.
Will o’ the wisp I needs must follow
Finding it always, always, hollow.
Quick in pursuit of phantom pleasure,
Caring for it beyond all measure :
Pleasure from life for ever seeking,
Dulling my ears to Wisdomn speaking,
Bartering Truth for Folly’s wages,
Draining the cup no thirst assuages :
Fevered, and tortured, and mocked, yet 1
Must seek the phantom until I die.

(Goes R., and looks off.)
Pierrette, like sotrow crowned, comes slowly down,
I'll wait the lagging time that’s opportune.
(S72s on benck, 1..).

STRANGER.

(Enter PIERRETLE, above benelr.  She noves sadly).

PIERRETTE. Oh, moon of many sorrows looking down,
The world and 1, laved in your sadness, drown :
The moonbeams are your tears, the pale white
clouds,
Of all your sorrows, are the waiting shrouds.
Oh, empty all the days,
And empty nights,
And lonely is the world
Robb’d of delights!
No rose but droops, no bird
But makes lament ;
Love lies within a grave,
His passion spent.
(Z%e STRANGER rises and discovers himself {o PIERRETTE,
who starts back L surprise.)
STRANGER. Love is not dead, Pierrette, he wakes in me :
Long have I waited, counting weary hours,
Thrilling towards the time when you should turn
From old Love’s grave to where encradled lies,
Laughing with joy at his re-birth, young Love.
How came you here? (FZagerly.) Ah, you have
news of him!
He went with you when sorrow changed the moon.
Now, if mine eyes were not so dim with tears,
I might observe its change from grief to joy.

PIERRETTE,

STRANGER. I have no word of Pierrot.

PIERRETTE. Not one word ?

He has found newer loves, be you as he;

Your lover I, my heart is warm with love:

Kiss love re-born, and waste no more your tears
On one so strangely faithless as Pierrot.

STRANGER.

PIERRETITE (indignantly). Your words are false, my Pierrot
loves me well!

STRANGER. A butterfly who loves each flower gay,
Kisses and flies away;
A hundred loves have pleased him since to you
He was untrue.

If all you say were true, and to each word

A thousand more werc added, yet would I

More intensely hate you for your deed!

You called him forth, you broke my heart ! Now go!

PIERRETTE.

For love of you, Pierrette, for love of
you!
1 came, I saw you, and I loved too well.

STRANGER (pleadingly).

PIERRETTE (scornfuily). Love! You do not know his name,
his shape, his scope !
Your heart is dead, you but in darkness grope.
You ask for love,
You I abhor
For evermore !
Oh, heav’'n above,
Hear me declare,
Register my vow,
Pitying Thou !
Ere I will love him 1 will die!
Ere I cease to spurn I will lie
In the red mould,
My heart grown cold :

All this, all this I swear!
STRANGER. Pierrctte!

Go, ere I curse you, go, 1 say,
You stole my happiness away.

PIERRETTE.

STRANGER. Pierrette, Pierrette, I love you!

PIERRETTE (solemnly, with force).
you go,
l.et sorrow bring you low:
May hope grow cankered with cach breath,
Fear haunt you until death.

In all your ways, where’er

STRANGER (refreats fo door, aghast). Oh, God, oh God,
she’s mad !

This garden is accurst !
(Exit the STRANGER through door, R.C.).
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PIERRETTE (ke anger gone, contes slowly to bench and sifs.)

PIERROT AND

There is a pond cool, cool and deep,
WWithin it lieth sleep:

The dark lush grasses fringe it round,

1t is so secret that no sound

Can ever ruffle such dead slecp

As lieth beneath its waters decp.

The trees above their dead leaves strew

A pall most fitting for the dead,

So thick, so dark, so close it’s spread

No moon could ever pierce it through.

My heart is dead, T'll make its grave

\Where there is neither sound nor wave.
There is a pond cool, cool, and deep,
Within it lieth sleep.

PiEkROT (o).

PIERRELTE (wwonderingly).

Prerror (of").

PIERRETTE,

[ know a world
Where flowers grow,
Where Summer dies not,
Where old Time flies not.
I know, T know.
Moon, Moon, is it Pierrot ?
Isitorno?
So closce is sleep
That voices creep
l.ike dreams, like dreams
As vhostly as your beams.
I know a world
\With jewels set,
One world where only
I'm never lonely,
Clasping Pierrette.
From the edge of sleep,
From the very marge of death,
Like a breath
The words of Picrrot creep!
Is it heois it he?
[ will watch and sec.
(fzxif PIRRRETYR, slowly, R.)

PLERRO U (o, knocks af dovr, R.C.).

(A nocks).

(Knocks, fumbles at the lock, opens the dvor, and enter

Pierrette, I come! (AKnocks.)
Do not be dumb ! (Kzocks.)
[ have strayed in the world
Like a foolish moth
Caught by the glare
That was only a snare,
But now the moth’s wings are furled.
Pierrette, Pierrette, T wait !
1t canuot be too late ?

PiErRROY. His dress is forie, he looks ill, and walks
rather feebly.)
(Falteringly.) 1 know a world

(He breaks off, the sense of the garden’s desolation striking

him.)

Where love’s aglow,
Raining his kisses—

Pierrette, Pierrette, I who have strayed

Have now come back and am afraid.
I have been out in the night and the night has turned cold ;
They have put out the lights in the Fair, for all is sold :
The music that was so joyous has all died away,
It was so dark and cold and empty I could not stay.

(Hts agitation grows.)
Picrrette, Pierrette!
Love me yet!
T am tired and ill, and full of fear—
Pierrette, hear!

(He pauses as though expecting an answer.)

PIERRETTE.

(Dejectediy.)

Silence—silence—silence !

Moon, dear moon, where does she hide ?
Tell me, tell, love woke and cried.

Here all is bare, just as the Fair
Unlocked the door; empty love’s store.

Moon, dear moon, where does she hide ?

(Pauses.)
Silence—silence-—silence !
Pierrette has gone,
[ am alone for evermore, alone.

(Despairingly). Moon, moon, now what is left ?

Love has flown, I am alone
Moon, moon, of love bereft,

I long for sleep, dreamless and deep.
There 1s a pond 1 know,

To it I’1l go.

(Comes down stage, and 7s going 1., when wearied ke sinks
wpon bench, and biries s face in his hands.)

PIERRETTE.

{(Lnter PIERRETTE, R.).

Love in a garden smiling
Folds now his wings ;

Love with tender beguiling
Happily sings.

Butterflies woo the flowers,
Breezes their kisses bring ;

T.ove lurks in all the bowers,
Love of the garden is King.

PIerROL (sfarts af the first words, and gradually changes his

manner from despaii fo joy.
Pierrette, Pierrette, love wakes again !

PIERRETTE.

PIERROT (happilyv).

Rises ;)

The moonlight steals away our pain.
(Zley emhrace.)

The garden was dead,
The flow'rs tu their bed
Were sleeping, sleeping,
The garden lay cold ;
Above the dead mould
The leaves were weeping:
For the soul of the garden had stolen away
And left it but passionless clay.
The garden is gay,
The flow’rs in array
Are wuking, waking !
The moon looking down,
The garden once brown
Silver is making :
For the soul of the garden has come back again,
And Love resumes his reign !

PIERROT and PIERRETTE.

Moonlight, moonlight, moonlight,
You taught me the love I know,
Gave to me wondrous sight,
. (to we love of Pierrot:
Showed {me you loved poor Pierrot :
So now I sing to you
Under the moonlight blue,
Only to you my love can I tell
Pierrot my own | . .
Pierrette Z]_y own ) ¥ hom I love so well,
Knowing you, loving you, my dear heart,
Knowing that nevermore can I part
From you, from you!

CURTAIN.

(\W. E. GROGAN.}
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Act 1.

THE DEPARTURE OF PIERROT.

SCENE:— An old world garden. Wall back of stage with door R.C. Bench with tree down. L.— Red glow of
sunset which changes to moonlight. Curtain goes up on a clear stage. Nuvse seated in the shadow. Enter
Piervette. L— She steals accross garden in an atiitude of listening. Near the door she pauses.
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(Both cross over.)

(Pz'errez‘z‘e sits on bench, Pierrot from time fo time glances at the door.)
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Tempo. Andante espressivo.
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The Stranger throws open the door. The noise of the town grows louder. Pierrette kneeling,clings to Pierrot.
He throws her off, and rushes through door. The Stranger follows. Pierrette falls on her face.
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WALTZER.
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Intermezzo.
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Tempo I. (Vivace.)
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Act 1II.

THE RETURN OF PIERROT.

SAME SCENE:— dim moomlight. The Nurse is discovered at the door, R.C. She holds a key in her hand
and sings to someone outside.
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(NURSE’S SONG)
To face page 62.
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Tempo poco allegro.
(They embrace.)
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lov - ing  you my dear heart,
a Jja - mars, pour la vie!
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lov - ing  you my dear heart,
a Ja - mats, pour la vie!
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PTTE.

PROT.

PTTE.

P'ROT.

PTTE.

PROT.

Piu mosso.

Pierrot et Pierrette.
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¢ Know-ing that  nev- er- more can I  part From
Dans une ex - lase su-preme, in-fi - nie Tou -
—~
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Know-ing that  nev- er -more can I  part From
Dgzs une ex - lase Su-preme, tn- fi - nie, Tou -
—_
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you, from  you, from  you!
- jours! tou - jours! tou - jours!
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you, from you, from vou!
- jours! lou - Jours! tou - jours!
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