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The greedy Hawk with sudden sight of lure
Geoffrey Whitney (c.1548-c.1601) William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Songs of sundrie natures (London, 1589)
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2 The greedy Hawk (score)  

doth

�
te

�
�

�

�

�
te

25

�
speech

�

keep

�
ous

�

ous speech,

�
speech

�

�

�
ous

�

�

�

�
and

�
cour doth

�

and

�
at

�

�
them

�

ous

�
the

�
keep

�

�
te

��
courto

��
sure,

�
sure,

�

un

�

�

un

sights

�
to

�
to

���

�

�

�

�
sights

�

8

�
8

�

�
and

�

and

�

sure,

te

�

�

�

cour

�
cour

�

�

�
�

un

un

�

�
un

sure,

�

�

�
sure,

�
sights

�
sights

�

�

be

�

�
the

let

��
Let

�
�

bay: ware,

�
�

�
bay:

��
the

�

�
Let

30

�
them

�
�

�

bay:

�
be

�
be

�
them

�
them

Let

�

�

�
ware

�ware,

�
�

�

the

�
bay,

�

��

�
keep

�
and

�
them

��
cour

�

doth

�

�
8

�

�

�

them

� �
at

�
speech

�
bay,

�
�

8

them

�

�
keep

�
doth

�

the

�
at

�

at

them

�

bay,

�
at

�

the

�
keep

�
speech

�
teous

�

�

��
doth

�

looks

�

�

�

�
be like

�

ly

ly

lure

�
be

�

�

the

�

35

be

�

�
looks

�
like,

�
friend

�
like

�

�
lest

�
be

�

the

�

�
lure

�
like

�

the

�
�

�
at

�
the

where

�

them

�
looks

�
��

ly

�
let

�

lest

�
be

�
be

��

�
be

�
lest

�

8 them

�

�

�

� �
8

�

ware,

�
friend

�
�

be

�

lest

�

�

�

like,

�
ware

�friend

�
�
belet

�

�
friend

�
like,

�
ware

�

� �

looks

�
them

��

�
ly

�

ring

�
did

���
�
where

� �
� �

�
strike,

�

�

�
did

�
the

��

�
Hawk

�

soa

�
strike,

�

� �
strike,

�

�

�

�

�

Hawk

�

�

�
the

�
did

�
where

��
at

�
the

� �

�
at

�

� �

�
soa

�

�

�

�

�

8

�
8

�

�
��

�
where

ring

�

�

�
lure

�
soa

40

�
did

� �

�

�

�
at

�

�

�

�

Hawk

�

�
ring

��

where

�

�

�

�

�
Typeset by Allen Garvin (aurvondel@gmail.com) (ver. 2015-10-18) CC BY-NC 2.5



 The greedy Hawk (score) 3

�
strike,

�

�
soa

�

�
the

�

�
at

�

did

�
where

�

�

�

�
did

�
where

�

�
strike,

�
Hawk

�

�� �
did

�

�

�
strike,

�
at ring

�

�
the

�

�

�

�

�

�
where

�
ring

��

�

�
soa

�

� �

the

�
ring

�
the

�
at

�
soa

�
soa

�

�

�

�
�

�
8

�
8

�

�

��
ring

�
where

��
soa

�
strike,

�
at

�

Hawk

�

�

�

�
did

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
strike,

45�
�
ring

�

�

�

�

�

Hawk

�

�

�

�

�

�
the

�

Hawk

� �

�

�

�
soa

�
ring

�
ring

��

�

�
Hawk,

�
soa

�
soa

�

�

�

�

�

�62

��
Hawk

�
did

ring

�

�
Hawk

� �
strike.

�
strike.

strike.

�
did

�
did

� �

�

�

�
the

�

��

� �

�

�

�
soa

�

�
strike,

�

�
8

�
8

�

�

��

�
at

�
did

�
�

�
Hawk

50

strike,

strike,

� �
�

�
the

�� �
�

the

�

�
ring

�
Hawk

�

�
did

��

�

did

�

�

�

The greedy Hawk with sudden sight of lure

Doth stoop in hope to have her wished prey;

So many men do stoop to sights unsure,

And courteous speech doth keep them at the bay:

Let them beware lest friendly looks be like

The lure whereat the soaring Hawk did strike.

George Whitney (c.1548-c.1601) 1

1John Harley writes this comes from Whitney's 'A choice of emblemes' (1586) but I was unable to find it in the text.
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