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“We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ”

John I.41,
“We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did
write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph”. John 145,

Pag.
I. Nazareth. “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up.” &
Luke IV.16.. . . 7

II. The Wilderness. “And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and
prayed”. LukeV.16.. . .26

III. Jerusalem. “And when he was come into Jerusalem,all the city was moved,
saying,“Who is this?” And the multitude said, This is Jesus the
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. Matt. XXI.10-11. . 46

IV. Gethsemane. “Then cometh. Jesus with them unto a place called Gethse-
mane. Matt. XXVI.36. . 72

V. Calvary. “And when they were come to the place,which is called Calvary,
there they crucified him”. Luke XXIII. 33. .92

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day:

the night cometh when no man can work.
: John IX. 4.
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Christus.

Prelude.

Granville Bantock.

Moderato.

A Organ.
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I.
Nazareth.

Argument.

Looking out over a quiet peaceful scene, Christ hears a shepherd piping afar
off on the hills. As this simple shepherd’s song sounds on, there arises within him
the presentiment of coming sorrow, which it must be his lot to undergo as the
Messiah. These sad thoughts become lost in contemplation of the pastoral
beauty around, the beauty of nature from which he drew the incomparable les-
sons of the sermon on the mount. The breath and fragrance of the flowers, the
singing of the birds, the falling dew, the sighing of the wind, all seemto speak
to him of his divine mission, which grows clearer and clearer within his mind.
He will save Humanity by Love and Suffering even unto Death; but, victorious
over Death, Love shall reign triumphant at the last.
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II.
The Wilderness.

Argument.

Far-reaching horizons; rolling shifting sand; bare masses of scarred and jagged rock;
all dreary, lifeless, silent with the stillness as of death, desolate as a soul bereft of God,
a horror of solitude. From the temptations and distractions of the world, Christ has
withdrawn to the desert for contemplation and prayer. He seeks for strength in the
coming hours of trial, at first in despair, but the thought of his Father’s ever present
Love sustains him. A vision of the future appears before him, the future of ignominy
and suffering, which he will undergo at the hands of the very beings for whom he
sacrifices himself. But in spite of all, his resolve is made. He will again enter the
world, proof against its temptations, and press forward only to the goal of Self-Sacri.
fice and Love. A thousand warring thoughts seek to detain him, but he flies

ever onward into the heart of the deadly conflict.
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II. The Wilderness.
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II. |
Jerusalem.

Argument.

A busy Babel of life in the streets of Jerusalem. Christ enters the city and
passes through the jostling crowd amidst hoarse cries of enthusiasm, curiosity
and ridicule. He casts out the buyers and sellers from the temple, and rebukes
the wrangling Scribes and Pharisees. Rising above the tumult his voice is heard,
clear and calm, as he expounds the law of Love, and his inspired presence awes
the multitude. Speaking in parables he preaches his exalted faith, and, movedto
pity, mourns over Jerusalem. The priests, enraged by his words, seek to lay
hands on him. Louder surge their angry voices, agitated and confused, like tur-
bid flood-spate staining the pure stream of Christ's eloquence, which rises ever

higher above them, until they sink away at last to a murmuring undertone.
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IV.

Gethsemane.

Argument.

Christ leaves his disciples, and goes forward alone into the solitude of the garden.
The hour is at hand, when the Son of man shall be betrayed. Hope in the Eternal
sustains his soul, but his mortal flesh trembles and fails him at the thought of the
coming doom. Darkness envelopes him, desolation descends upon his spirit. All
carthly help has failed him. Around, he sees his sleeping disciples, who could not
watch with him one hour. Alone, forsaken, rejected and reviled by those he would
save, he already tastes the bitterness of Death. In supreme anguish, he calls upon
the Father’s name, and a sublime faith restores his failing strength with heavenly vi-
sions. Then come the great multitude, with Judas who betrays him, and Christ, making

no resistance, but meeting his fate with a calm heroism, is led away.
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V.
Calvary.

Argument.

The trumpets of the Roman legion sound, and the heavy tramp of the soldiers is
heard, as, with Christ’s white figure in their midst, they march to Calvary. Over the
weary way the procession moves slowly along. A vast crowd follows, 'and the women,
moved to pity, weep. Still the heavy march, until Calvary is reached at last. Even in
the very face of Death, the master’s faith sustains him. They nail him to the Cross.
They revile him. The sacrifice of the Messiah is fulfilled. Upon the Cross the past
rises before him, the heavy march beats in upon his brain, he speaks to the weeping
women, the tender green of the landscape around his home at Nazareth mocks his dy-
ing eyes, the anguish of betrayal pierces his heart, he dies, giving up the ghost
with a cry. The earth trembles, darkness falls upon it, and a great fear upon the
people. In the spiritual kingdom his soul rises glorified. Then comes a Vision of
the Ages, of earthly glorification, the chanting of priests down long cathedral aisles,
while the pure Christ hangs upon his Cross above fragrant altars, a divine symbol of
Love, of Suffering, and of Sacrifice.
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V. Calvary.

Maestoso alla marcia.
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