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“In piam memoriam filii carissimi hoc melos dedicatum est.”

This Cantata was written in 1868 for the Walthamstow Musical Society,
which had just then been formed, and was several times performed by
that Society, as well as by the Hackney Choral Association. At the
request of several friends it is now published. Both words and music have
been entirely re-modelled and re-written ; the former, by Mr. Vincent Amcotts,

to whom my best thanks are due.



THE STORY.

PART I

The Scene is on the deck of the “ Halcyon,” homeward bound from India,
and the evening is being passed with songs and dancing. Among the
passengers are Harold (an officer returning home) and his wife Constance.
The land is in sight, and he points out to her his home among the hills.
Suddenly during the dance the ship strikes on a sunken rock. Alarm and

confusion prevail ; guns are fired for help, the ship meantime settling down.

PART II

The Scene is on shore, and the action is supposed to take place at the same time
as Part I. Lady Anna, the mother of Harold, is anxiously expecting his arrival,
The villagers express their hopes for his safe return. An alarm-gun is heard.
Lady Anna hastens to the shore, and witnesses the spectacle of the wreck,
The life-boat is launched, and all finally reach land in safety.



HOMEWARD BOUND:

A Cantata.

CHARACTERS.

ON BOARD.

ITAROLD, an Officer returning home ......ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeenns
CONSTANCE, his WifC ..uoiiiiiiiiiiiiii i eenaes
Captain of the “ Halcyon”........ccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin i

CHoORUS—Soldiers, Sailors, and Passengers.

ON SHORE.

LADY ANNA, Mother of Harold....coouvvuiiiviiniiniiiiiiiinnnniinnn

Cuorus—YVillagers, Life-Boat Crew, &c., &c.

Contralto.



PART I

Deck of the “ Hulcyon” Sunset,

CHORUS.

RULER of Ocean! hearken to Thy people’s prayer;
Guard us, through the night-hour, with Thy tender care;
While we, sleeping, trust Thee, watch us from above ;
From all storm and tempest, shield us in Thy love.
Thou hast been beside us 'mid the billows' foam,
In Thy mercy guide us safely to our home.
See the glorious sun declining
In the golden western wave,
Ruddy glories round him shining,
Purple haloes o’er his grave:
See what beauteous plains arise,
Dreams of homes beyond the skics.

Slowly, slowly, slowly sinking,

Fainter now his rays appear,
Daylight from the earth is shrinking,

And the moonlight glimmers clear ;
Silvering in paly streams,

The dancing crests beneath its beams,

RECIT.

CAPTAIN. 'Tis our last night : to be together, friends,
Let us enjoy the hour, while moonlight lends
So great a charm unto the peaceful scene ;
The sea is calm, as though it ne’er had been
Aroused by tempests. Let us troll a stave,
And dance away our last night on the wave,



CONSTANCE.

HAROLD.

CAPTAIN.

DANCE AND CHORUS.

Hurrah for home ! our gallant barque
Hath safcly ploughed the main ;
And now we raise our voices high,
To greet our home again,
Our noble shore—our foam-girt strand—
Our own, our glorious English land.

AlR.

Home! word of happiness and peace to those
Who upon life’s rough billows have been tossed ;
How thoughts of thee sustain us 'mid our woes—
How bitter are thy memories when lost.
Beloved Home ! abode of calm content !
Fain would I trcad once more that hallowed ground.
There henceforth be my life serenely spent,
There in my latest hour may I be found !
Like a sunny gleam from a darkling sky,
Like a lovely drcam too soon gone by,
Like the light that glows from a distant star,
So is home to thosc who wander afar.
Kind Fatec! befriend us
And quickly send us
Thither where our loved ones are
Waiting to grect us from afar.

RECIT.

Now Captain, have you not some tale to tell,
Some ballad of the sea you love so well ?

A jovial ditty, or a doleful strain,

The joys, the perils of the mighty main ?

Nay, none of these! a softer theme I'll choose,
Alas ! that those we love too oft we losc !



AIR.

The sunbeams glimmered on the tide,

The sails were spread, the anchor weighed,
When Mary last stood by my side,

And for my safe returning prayed.
“ This voyage must be the last,” said she,
“Then thou wilt ever stay with me.”

We flew ; for Heaven heard her prayer:
Once more I trod old England’s shore,

But Mary’s welcome was not there,
That gentle, loving life was o'er.

A little grave they showed to me,

My love’s sole trace—save memory.

And now my barque’s my only love,
The nightly rolling sea my home ;
My hope, my gentle bride above,
I feel her near where’er I roam.
O may this heart united be
With hers in Heaven—Eternally !

MARCH AND CHORUS.

No more on India’s scorching plain

Our weary feet shall drag along,
But soon we’ll see our home again!

Home ! where all joys and pleasures throng.
A long farewell to the burning sand !
Welcome | our own, our native land.

Cheer, boys ! to-morrow’s eve we'll see
Our wives and little ones again ;
The thought of what their joy will be
Atones for hours of toil and pain ;
Then hail to the land of the girding foam—
Hail to our own dear native home.



HAROLD,

CONSTANCE.

8

DUET.

Mark, dearest one, yon swelling fern-clad hill,
Whereon the moonlight’s gentle beams are sleeping ;
Along its rounded base a murmuring rill,
That babbles music, through the vale is creeping :
Henccforth, my love, there is our home to be,
What bliss to share that tranquil lot with thee!

Beside yon streamlet stands an aged tower
O’ergrown with ivy ; and within its shade,
Where roses twine above a fragrant bower,
And waft their gentle breath along the glade,
An ancient mansion stands : our home to be,
What bliss to share that tranquil lot with thce!

After long cxile, after wild unrest,
O my beloved ! how sweet it is to fecl
That we no more shall wander from our ncst
Until oblivion o’er us gently steal
And if a home like this be dear to me,
How doubly, doubly dear when shared with thee,

CONSTANCE AND HAROLD. When the voyage is over,

Its perils past,

How gladly the rover,
Treads land at last !

At the joy of meeting,
How each heart bounds,

As with shouts of greeting
The air resounds.

DANCE AND CHORUS.

Hail to the land of the girding foam—
Hail to our own dear native home.

(The Vessel suddenly strikes on a sunken rock.)



CHORUS.

Oh Heaven! the vessel’s struck! Amid our joy

Must cruel fate thus all our hopes destroy !

Oh, save us! Must we then our native shore

See thus so near, and never press it more! (Gun.)

Hark ! the alarm gun blazes through the gloom,
Haste ye, Oh! haste to lend a helping hand,

Oh! save us! English hearts, from such a doom,
And let us gain, once more, our native land.

RECIT.

CAPTAIN. Be cool, be steady, men ! there is a Power
Who watches o’er us in the darkest hour.
Courage, true hearts! And let this be your boast
To brave all danger, each one at his post ;
Sound the alarm again, the cannon’s roar
Shall call assistance from the land once more.

CHORUS.

Father! hear our wailing cry,

Thus to Thy mercy-seat ascending :
Save us, in our agony,

From the dreadful death impending ;
Hear our heartfelt earnest prayer—
In Thy mercy, spare—oh spare |

CONSTANCE. Alas, 'twill soon be o’er! Oh, husband minel
Alike in death, in life for ever thine ;
Thank Him for this, beloved, that thou and I,
In life united, may together die ;

CoNSTANCE and | Clasp me, my own, O Thou who gav'st our love
HAROLD. Take Thou our souls to re-unite akove,
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CHORUS.

The sea rushes in thro’ the timbers riven,
There opens before us a watery grave.
And must we perish? O God in Heaven !
Thou who alone hast power to save,
Hear our heartfelt, earnest prayer,
Spare us, in Thy love, Oh! spare.

END OF PART I,
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PART IL

On Shore. Euveming. (LADY ANNA alone.)

RECIT.

LADpY ANNA. Oh! hour of joy, when once again beholding
The son whom I have missed for many ycars :
What dreams of happiness are now unfolding
Before mine eyes bedimmed with happy tears !
To-moerrow ! Ah! how slowly are ye winging
Your flight, ye hours !'—how tardy is your pace,
Would that these arms of mine were fondly clinging
Around my children, in a sweet embrace.

BALLAD.

A Mother’s love—ah! none can tell

Who have not such sweet feclings known,
What happy thoughts my bosom swell,

What blissful dreams are now my own.
He comes ! long weary years have passed

Since he went forth :—But Thou above
Hast spared him to return at last,

And bless once more a Mother’s love.
Another love may fade and die

Repulsed : but like the gentle flower
That hails the monarch of the sky

From dawn until the evening hour,
And, when he fadeth from the earth,

Its petals strews upon the plain,
A mother’s love endures from birth,

Till earth its object claims again.



May the sea be smooth, and the stars be bright,
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( Music of Villagers approaching.)
RECIT.

But see | the villagers draw near,
Their kindly purposc I divine,

With words of hope they come to cheer
This anxious mother heart of mine.

CHORUS.

God grant our squire may soon arrive,
His mother’s heart to cheer :

With heartfelt wishes let us strive

To welcome him ; may he long thrive
To bless our pcople here.

God grant him and the bonny bride
He's won across the foam,
A safe return !—at eventide,
To-morrow, will we herc abide
I1is joyful coming home.

For the welcome guest who comes to night,

May the winds be still, and the moon give light

O’er his homeward path to-night.

TADY ANNA.

Sleep, O Lady, sleep, and rest,
May thy slumbering eyes be blest
With the visionary sight
Of thy son, thy heart’s delight !

RECIT. AND SCENA.

How calmly doth the day depart?

But ah ! this over anxious heart,

By hope caressed, by fcar oppressed,
Poor beating heart, it cannot rest.
What if some danger of the sca,

Should hold my darling back from me ?

(Distant gun.
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Great Heaven | what means that sudden gun?
Some ship in peril! Oh! my son!

If it be his? Down let me go,

Down to the beach, and there the worst I'll know.

Oh ! what a piteous scene is here !

Just was my dim foreboding fear,

For there before my tearful eyes

A noble vessel stranded lies,

And he may be on yonder deck ;

Oh! save him, save him from the wreck.
(Prayer from ship faintly heard.)

Hark ! faintly wafted thro’ the air,

Comes O'er the sea a suppliant prayer.

Haste to their rescue all who can,

Quick for their aid the life-boat man ;

Nerve, nerve your hearts, your arms, yc brave,

These drowning fellow men to save.

CHORUS (LI1FE-BOAT'S CREW, &c., returning).

QO’er the leaping brine we fly,
While the thunder rolls o’erhead :

While the lightning tears the sky,
And the deadly bolt is sped,

And the foaming crests leap high,
From their dark and silent bed.

Then hurrah for the lifeboat’s crew,
Who glide o'er the swelling wave ;

And hurrah for the hearts so true
Whose mission is to save.

To the lover we give back

The one whom he holds so dear,
And our mercy-path we track,

The parent’s heart to cheer:
Our arms are never slack,

And our breasts are foes to fear.

Then hurrah, &c,
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Farewell to the gallant barque,

She hath sunk in the bubbling foam,
In the caverns deep and dark

She lies in her last, long home :
Where the drowned lie grim and stark,

And the huge sea-monsters roam.

Then hurrah, &ec.

AlIR.

HAROLD. Again I view my native shore,
My native hills, my native streams,
I view the well-known glades once more,
So ever present in my dreams.
How often in yon burning clime,
When sank the sun in Western foam,
I thought upon the tranquil time
Of evening, in my distant home!
\When on the battle-ficld I lay,
Woundecd, and helpless in the strife,
When night’s approach had stayed the fray,
My senscs, weak with ebbing life,
Stole softly back to childhood’s hours,
Ere, truant-like, I learned to roam,
And memory’s fast fading powers
Clung fondly to my youthful home.

QUARTETT.

CONSTANCE. y Oh! what hath life to give more sweet
LAapy ANNA. { Than this glad hour wherein we meect,
HAROLD. ( Of loving arms how fond the clasp,
CAPTAIN. ) While hand joins hand in cordial grasp.

Joy, joy again within my heart is bounding—
Safe, safe at home.—My prayer was not in vain.
Since gracious Heaven, with mercies aye abounding,

Hath brought {tl';l;a } hither o’er the stormy main,
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CAPTAIN. Farewell, old ship! We’ve roamed the seas together,
Round the wide world, thro’ many a changing year,
Through all the shifty moods of wind and weather ;
Farewell, old friend ! Farewell, companion dear !

CHORUS.—FINALE.

Praised be Thou ! whose mighty arm
Snatched us from a watery grave,
And 'mid danger’s wild alarm,
Saved us from the whelming wave:
Oh! how grateful should we be,
Providence Divine! to Thee.

HAROLD. I thank Thee, Father, Thou my wife
Hast given to my carc again.

CONSTANCE. I bless Thee, Thou hast spared his life,
And turned not all my joy to pain.

CHORUS.

Praised ! for ever prais'd be He,
Who hath spared our sinful souls,
While the leaping, baffled sca,
O'er our fated vessel rolls.
Oh! how grateful should we be,
Providence Divine ! to Thee.

THE END.



HOMEWARD BOUND.

N° 1-INTRODUCTION AND CHORTUS.

Ruler of Ocean.

(oN BOARD THE “HALCYON")

J.F. H. READ.

Adagio. (4= 92)

S.L.W. 1692
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N° 2- RECIT DANCE AND CHORTUS.
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N° 8 — CHORUS.
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N° 17 — QUARTETT.
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