The text of Ecwuatorial is taken from the sacred book of the Maya
Quiché, the Popul Vuh* and is part of the invocation of the tribe lost
in the mountains, having left the “City of Abundance.” The title is
merely suggestive of the regions where pre-Colombian art flourished.
I conceived the music as having something of the same elemental rude
intensity of those strange, primitive works. The execution should be
dramatic and incantatory, guided by the imploring fervor of the text,
and should follow the dynamic indications of the score.

E. V.

* In the Spanish translation of Father Jimines.



Invocation from the Popol-Vub translated from the Spanish

O Builders, O Moulders! You see. You hear. Do not abandon us, Spirit
of the Sky, Spirit of the Earth. Give us our descendants, our posterity
as long as there are days, as long as there are dawns. May green roads
Be many, the green paths you give us. Peaceful, very peaceful may the
tribes be. Perfect, very perfect may life be, the existence you give us.
O Master Giant, Path of the Lightning, Falcon! Master-magi, Powers
of the sky, Procreators, Begetters! Ancient Mystery, Ancient Sorceress,
Ancestress of the Day, Ancestress of the Dawn! Let there be germina-
tion, let there be Dawn.

Hail Beauties of the Day, Givers of Yellow, of Green! Givers of
Daughters, of Sons! Give life, existence to my children, to my descend-
ants. Let not your power, let not your sorcery be their evil and their
misfortune. May it be happy, the life of your upholders, your providers
before your mouths, before your faces, Spirit of the Sky, Spirit of the
Earth. Give Life, Give Life! Give Life, O All-Enveloping Force in the
Sky, on the earth, at the four corners, at the four extremities, as long
as dawn exists, as long as the tribe exists!



Instrumentation:

4 Trumpets

4 Trombones
Piano

Organ
Ondes Martenot
Percussion:
Timpani
2 Snare Drums
2 Tenor Drums
3 Bass Drums
2 Tam Tams
Gong
Cymbals
Suspended Cymbal
Temple Blocks
Tambourine

ORGAN:: Since some conductors are not familiar with the organ, in the orchestral
score the organ part is written as it should come out for the ear. The organist’s
part is written as it should be played. The stops, however, are not indicated, as
all organs are not the same, and the choice is left to the conductor and organist,
with the exception of the vox celesta, the vox humana, and other similar effects,
which must never be used.
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ECUATORIAL

Edgard Varese
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