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Féete Galante

A Dance-Dream in One Act

Personages
The King . . . . ... .. Bass Baritone The Queen . . . . . . .. Mezzo Sopranp
The Lover . . . . . ... Tenor Columbine . . . . . . . . Light Soprano
Pierrot . . . . . .. . .. Light Baritone Pantaloon . . . . . . . . (Silent)
Harlequin . . . . . . . .. Light Tenor Four Puppets . . . . . . . Mixed Voices

Courtiers, Guests, Satyrs, Bacchantes etc.

Scene

A moon-lit Watteau garden; running right across the stage, about% back, a formal hedge, with gaps and
vases; as drop-scene the Castle, with lighted windows. On the spectator’s left, well forward, a small témple,
partly closed at the back but open towards the audience; round it a balustrade and steps. On the right, farther
back, a slightlyraised knoll on which the puppet-drama takes place. In the right wing, well forward, bushes;
along the hedge marble seats. :

Torchbearers move on and off according to the action; the lighting to vary accordingly. The guests are
arrayed in the gorgeous costumes of the period; some wear masks and dominos.

When the curtain rises the dancers have already taken up their positions for the ensuing Sarabande,
which must be so planned that the King and Queen, who are unmasked and dancing together, shall be easy to

identify. Before it begins, at the point -$—, the dancers should make a sweeping reverence in the direction of
their royal hosts.
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Musette.

The guests now fall back, and leave the space clear for special dancers, who execute slow, swaying movements,
both languid and voluptuous. The guests sing, very softly, the vocal part. Meanwhile the following action takes place. The
Queen is standing somewhat apart, near the footlights, fanning herself; and accidentally drops her handkerchief. A tall
man in a domino and masked, darts forward, picks it up, and whispers a few words. The Queen starts violently, but

instantly recovers herself. The mask bows low, and mingles with the company.

CHORUS,

a Poco meno mosso. A, Pp
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© Hushed is the
¥\ ‘Tenor
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The following Fanfare ushers in 4 Pierrot Players, Columbme, Harlequin, Pantaloon and Pierrot, and -4 singers dressed like
puppets. The puppet-drama {which the words illustrate) is played on a slightly raised bit of ground left half back. The singers
use appropriate and dramatio puppet-like gestures.

Fanfare.
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During the puppet-drama some of the guests seat themselves on the .marble benches and on the steps of the temple; others stand;
others move about in the background. '
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(Columbine and Harleguin wander off tugether)
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Pierrot wraps himself in his black domino, and lies dowmn, as if to sleep, his face buried in his arms, under the bushes at

the right side. of the stage. The stage is emply.

During the first verse of the following Madrigal (which is sung behind the scenes, giving the effect of distance) now and then
2 couple might stroll in, and out again.
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(During the second verse the tall mask (the Lover) has been visible once or twice. The Queen,
in mask and domino, now appears and tooks about her furtively.)
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Moderato. ( J = 84.) (This love-scene to be sung pianissimo throughout.)
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{They enter the temple, remove their masks, and gaze at each other)
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{(Pierrot, wrapped in his domino, begins stealthily crawling away)
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_ (Columbinedaﬁpears in the gap: the Lover’s back is towards her, but the moon clearly illumines the Queen’s face. Pierrot sees
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King. (aside to Columbine))
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(Exit King and Queen)
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Dance and Chorus.
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(The effect of increasing distance depending on the.size,etc, of the stage, the vocal parts are not marked here.)
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2 Ad&glo (a piercing scream is heard)

R (the stage gets slowly lighter}
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(In the moonlight Pierrot is seen hanging from a beam in the temple: on the steps Columbine lies swooning; presently the Queen appears
hurriedly; she stands transfixed in the gap.)
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