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NOTE.

Among the old Jewish legends not to be found in the Bible, there are several
that are intended to explain why Moses was not permitted to enter the ¢ Promised
Land.” They are extremely picturesque, but not altogether convincing. Indeed,
but for a certain amount- of ambiguity in the wording of the Scriptural narrative,
these apocryphal explanations would never, in all probability, have been put
forward.

In his charge to the Israelites (Deut. i.) Moses reminded them that God had
declared that none of the generation that left Egypt should “see that good land.”
Caleb and Joshua were to be the only exceptions ; for, said Moses, “The Lord was
angry with me for your sakes, saying, Thou also shall not go in thither.” The
“meek man”’ bowed to the will of the God of Israel, and he knew why he and his
brother Aaron were thus severely punished.

The true cause is shown in the account (Numbers xx., 12) of the miracle
whereby Moses brought forth water from the rock in the desert of Zin: « And
the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed Me not to sanctify Me
in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring the congregation
into the land which I have given them.” A modern interpretation of the Biblical
words puts it that “ Moses and Aaron were not permitted to enter the promised
land because they did not have the proper confidence in God in calling water from
the rock.”” * ’

This unbelief, or lack of complete trust, would seem to have been displayed
in two ways: First, by the utterance of Moses, « Hear now, ye rebels; must we
feteh you water out of this rock ?”” Secondly, by the act of smiting the rock twice
with his rod, instead of speaking to it as God had commanded (Numbers xx., 8),
Such is the interpretation of the Mosaic narrative that has been adopted in the
present instance.

There only remains to add that the text of the oratorio has been taken
entirely from the Books of Numbers and Deuteronomy, and from the Psalms.
H. K.

* The Jewigsh Encyclopedia, vol. ix, page 53.



THE PROMISED LAND.

PART 1.

ORCHESTRAL INTRODUCTION.

No. 1.—Cuorus.

Now the man Moses was very meek, above all
the men which were upon the face ot the earth.

And the Lord said unto Moses: I have
surely seen the affliction of My people, and am
come down to deliver them. Behold I will
bring them up out of the land of Egypt and
will bring them unto a land flowing with milk
and honey,

No. 2.—REecrrative ano CHorus.

Tenor Solo.

Then came the children of Israel into the
desert of Zin. And there was no water for the
congregation ; and they gathered themselves
together - against Moses and against Aaron.
And the people chode with Moses, and spake,
saying :

Chorus.

Would God that we had died

‘When our brethren died before the Lord !
Why have ye brought us to this wilderness
That we and our cattle should die there ?

It is no place of seed or of vines,

Neither is there water to drink!

Wherefore made ye us to come out of Egypt
To bring us unto this evil place ?

No. 8.—RE¢iTATIVE.

Tmor Solo.

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying : Take
the rod and gather thou the assembly together,
thou and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye to the
rock before their eyes; and thou- shalt bring
forth water from the rock.

Contralto Solo.

And Moses took the rod from before the
Lord, and gathered the congregation before the
rock, and he said unto them :

No. 4.—Soro (Mosgs).

Baritone Solo.

Hear now, ye rebels : must we fetch you
water out of this rock ?

From the day that I knew ye,

Rebellious have ye been against the Lord.

Only the Lord

Had delight in thy fathers to love them :

Their seed chose He after them,

Even you above all people.

Therefore will He not forsake ye,

Neither destroy ye.

No. 5.—Recitative anp CHorus.

Tenor Solo and Chorus.

And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his
rod he smote the rock twice; and the water
came out abundantly, and the congregation
drank and their beasts also.

No. 6.— Trio axp Cuorus.

Contralto Solo.

Il went it with Moses for their sakes,
Because they provoked his spirit.
Behold, he smote the rock !

With his lips spake hie unadvisedly.

Chorus.

Behold, he smote the rock!

With hlS lips he spake unadvisedly.
Therefore was the wrath of the Lord
Kindled against Moses.



vi THE PROMISED LAND.

Tenor Solo, Soprano Solo, Contralto Solo, .
and Chorus.

Yet God clave the waters in the wilderness
And gave them drink—

Drink as out of the great depths.

They believed not His word,

Yet many times did He deliver them,
And when He heard their cry

He regarded their affliction.

For lo, God exalteth by His power,

He is mighty in strength and wisdom.
Remember that thou magnify His work,
Hear attentively

The noise of His voice,

The sound that goeth

Out of His mouth.

Take heed, because there is wrath !
Beware lest He take thee

Away with His stroke !

End of the First Part.

PART 1L

No. 7.—Rectrative.
Contralto Solo.

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron,
Because ye believed Me not, to sanctify Me in
the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye
shall not bring this congregation into the land
which I have given them.

No. 8.—~-Duer (Moses axp Aarow).
‘Baritone and Tenor,

‘Woe unto us that we have sinnéd !
For this our heart is faint,

Our eyes are dim,

Turn to us again, O Lord !

Renew our days as of old,

Have mercy, we pray!

Grant that we may go over

And see the good land

That is beyond Jordan !

No. 9.—QuaArTET.
Soprano, Contralto, Tenor, and Bass.

‘Who knoweth the pow’r of Thine anger ¢
Thou hidest Thy face, they are troubled,

Thou takest away their breath,

They die and return to their dust,

‘Who knoweth the pow'r of Thine anger ?

No. 10.—Crorus.
Unaccompanied.

The Lord will not always chide,

Neither keep His anger for ever,
Remember His marvellous works,

O ye children of Israel.

He brought streams out of the rocks,

And causéd waters to run down like rivers.
Give thanks, then, unto the Lord,

His mercy endureth for ever.

No. 11,—RECITATIVE.
Contralto Solo.

And the Lord said unto Moses: Behold, thy
days approach that thou must die. Thou shalt
sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise
up and forsake Me. Now, therefore, write ye
this song and teach it the children of Israel;
put it in their mouths, that it may be a witness
for Me against them.

No. 12.— Tue Soxe oF MosEs.
Soro (Moskes) axp CHoRus.
Baritone Solo with Chorus.

Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak :
Hear, O earth, the words of my mouth !
My speech shall distil as the dew,

As the rain upon the tender herb,

As the showers upon the grass,

For I will publish the name of the Lord.
Ascribe ye greatness unto our God,

He is the Rock:

A God of truth, without iniquity,

Just and right is He.

Remember the days of old,

Agk thy father and lLe will shew thee,
Ask thy elders and they will tell thee ;
And as an eagle taketh her young,
Beareth them upon her wings,

So the Lord alone did lead him.

Rejoice, O ye nations, rejoice !

End of the Second Part.

PART III.

No. 18.—Rgcrranive, Crorus, anp Soro (Moses).
Tenor Solo.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Get thee up
into this Mount Abarim, and behold the land
which I have given unto the children of Israel.
And when thou hast seen it thou also shalt be
gathered unto thy people, like Aaron thy
brother.



THE PROMISED LAND. vii

Soprano Solo and Chorus.

And Moses went up, and the Lord showed
him all the land and said unto him, This is the
land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac,
and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy

seed.

Tenor Solo.

I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes,

but thou shalt not go over thither.

Baritone Solo (Moszs).

Well hast thou dealt with Thy servant, O Lord,
I know that Thy judgments are right.

Let Thy salvation come also to me

For comfort in this my afftiction.

I lift up mine eyes unto the hills,

And have seen an end of all perfection.

Happy art thou, people saved by the Lord ;
The Eternal God is thy refuge.

- He.shall thrust out the enemy before thes,
Thou shalt dwell in safety alone.

Behold, He that keepeth Israel

Shall neither slumber nor sleep.

Let Israel hope in the Liord,

For with the Lord there is mercy

And plenteous redemption.

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.

No 14.—Recrrative axp CHORALE.

Tenor Solo.

So Moses, the servant of the Loxd, died there
according to the word of the Lord. And He
buried him in a valley in the land of Moab: but
no man knoweth his sepulchre unto this day.
And the children of Israel wept for Moses thirty
days.

Chorale.

Our soul is bowed down to the dust,
Our heart is desolate within us.
Who will lead us into the land ?
Make haste to help us, O Lord!

No. 15.~Fmar Quarrer Axp CHORUS.

His glory is great in Thy salvation :
Honour and majesty hast Thou laid upon him.

God led His people like a flock

By the hand of Moses and Aaron.
And now, O Israel,

What requireth the Lord of thee ?
To fear the Lord thy God,

To walk in all His ways,

To love Him and to serve Him

With all thy heart and soul.

So shalt thiou pass over Jordan

And go in to possess the land ;

For the Lord hath blest and made thee
As the stars of heaven for multitude.

Turn us again

And cause Thy face to shine, O Lord,
So we, Thy people,

Will give Thee thanks for ever
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Now the man

Molto moderato .

N°1. CHORUS.
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PART II.

No 7. RECITATIVE.
Andante con moto.
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Andante sostenuto quasi Adagio.
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No9. QUARTET.
Allegro moderato.
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