Score

Octett

fiir vier Violinen, zwei Bratschen und zwei Violoncells

op. 49

Joseph Joachim in Freundschaft gewidmet.

von Carl P. G. Griadener



The octet by Carl Gréidener is one of a relatively small number of works for eight string instruments. It is
interesting that Griadener's son Hermann also composed a work of this genre. In both the father's and the son's
octet the second cello is asked to tune down the C string to B for the end of the slow movement (in B Major in
both works), in Carl's case just for the last chord, in Hermann's for a longer section--a tribute to his father by the
younger Gréadener?

Parts for Carl's octet are posted on IMSLP, however a score is not easy to access. Therefor this score--based on
these parts --might help people assess the quality of the work and--if they so wish--help rehearse it.

Quite a few errors and inconsistent markings were found in these parts and the new typeset score reflects an
attempt to straighten out these inconsistencies. In some cases there were several plausible ways to resolve an
inconsistency. People might prefer different solutions. For this reason a spreadsheet detailing the corrections
made is posted at this link:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1akJcWfwnERhG6QEY 1xBFatqcjMHWxq1leXyRzltr5SoNQ/pubhtml

I believe it will be helpful for players--especially when sightreading, but also to save time in rehearsals--to have
parts that reflect these corrections in order to have dynamics and articulation consistent through all eight voices.
Therefore such parts were also posted. Every effort was made to make the parts easily readable and to arrange

for acceptable page turns. However, in some places a photocopy of (part of ) a page will be required for accident
free performances. Most notably the repeat at the beginning of the last movement reqires a backward page turn
in several parts. The first minim at the beginning of the repeated section will have to be memorized or penciled in.
After that minim there is a long rest giving plenty of time for the page turn.

People who prefer playing the "original" may still play from the original parts that served as the source for this
typeset or consult the spreadsheet.

Courtesy accidentals were added where it seemed useful without documenting them in the spreadsheet; some
superfluous courtesy accidentals were removed. A few fingerings found in the source here and there were not

included in the typeset; they don't agree with modern practice at all, indeed they are bizarre.

I will not expound on the quality of this octet here, rather I prefer to let readers and players make up their own
minds.

Albrecht
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