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MY OLD SHAKO.

I MIND the day, my old shako,
When first you graced my head;
What time I wore my sabretasche,
My spurs,and jacket red.
I mind a dainty little lass
Whose cheeks were all a-glow,
When first she took a kiss from me
Beneath my old shako!

Heigh-ho! Many a year ago,

We rode along together, you and I, my old shako.

Faith! We turned the heads of half the pretty girls we used to know,—
Ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years ago!

I recollect my old shako,
How once you saved my pate —
Egad ! 'Twas in my maiden fight,
Way back in fifty-eight;
When bridle arm was hanging loose,
And my head looked fair to go,
'Twas then I thank’d my lucky stars
I wore an old shako.

Heigh-ho! Many a year ago,

We took our scars together, you and I, my old shako.

Faith! We did’'nt care a button if the odds were on the foe, —
Ten, Twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, years ago!

I’'m waiting now, my old shako,
The Call to Bivouac;

Where every beggar answers Roll,
But never-a-one comes back.

Then let this be my epitaph,
Whene’er they lay me low,

“Here lies a jolly Light Dragoon,
Who loved his old shako!”

§ Heigh-ho! Hail, rain or snow —
""Here’s a health to all the pretty girls we used to know |
And here’s to every soldier-man who wore an old shako, —

Ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years ago !
FRANCIS BARRON.
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