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!
About!the!Piece!

Lagrange(Point(was!commissioned!by!the!Turning!Point!ensemble!and!premiered!on!June!21,!2012.!
It!is!dedicated!to!Neil!deGrasse!Tyson.!

!
PROGRAMME!NOTES!
A!Lagrange!Point!(named!after!the!ItalianIFrench!mathematician!Joseph!Louis!Lagrange)!is!a!
position!in!an!orbital!configuration!of!two!large!bodies!where!a!smaller!object,!affected!only!by!the!
combined!gravitational!pull!of!the!two!large!masses,!can!be!stationary!relative!to!them!(such!as!a!
satellite!with!respect!to!the!Earth!and!Moon).!It!is!a!point!in!space!where!the!object!can!
theoretically!be!suspended!as!each!large!mass!!exerts!an!equal!influence!upon!it.!!This!piece!is!an!
attempt!to!suspend!the!music!at!its!own!"Lagrange!point"!between!motion!and!silence.!!

!
Performance!Notes!

MELODIC!CELLS!
• Lagrange(Point!is!made!of!numerous!melodic!cells.!Musicians!perform!any!cell,!in!any!order,!in!their!
own!time,!as!expressively!as!possible,!for!the!durations!indicated.!

• there!is!no!synchronization!required!or!desired!in!this!piece.!
• what!cells!to!play,!and!when!to!play!them,!should!be!decided!by!each!musician!independently!as!
long!as!they!are!responsive!to!the!other!players.!A!good!rule!is!to!stop!after!completing!a!cell!and!
listen!for!a!moment!before!joining!in!again.!Musicians!in!smaller!ensembles!can!play!more!often!but!
in!larger!ensembles!should!play!less!often!to!give!space!throughout!the!performance.!

• the!duration!of!the!piece!is!variable!but!should!be!worked!out!ahead!of!time.!Players!should!decide!
how!long!to!perform!and!how!to!end;!whether!stopping!all!together!or!dropping!out!one!at!a!time.!

!

FORM!
Ideally(the!piece!should!start!with!a!few!quiet!long!tones!played!by!the!sustaining!instruments!and,!
after!a!short!time,!the!various!melodic!material!should!be!introduced.!Likewise!it!could!end!with!a!
few!of!the!long!tones!trailing!off!and!fading!out!after!everything!thing!else!has!stopped.!
!

SPATIALIZATION!
Lagrange(Point( is!written!for!the!performers!to!be!spatially!spread!about!the!performance!space,!
preferably!surrounding!the!audience.!While!it!is!not!vital!for!the!piece!to!be!performed!this!way,!a!
spatial!distribution!of!musicians!will!greatly!enhance!the!effect!of!the!piece.!

The!exact!layout!will!vary!depending!on!the!venue!and!is!not!important!as!long!as!they!are!evenly!
distributed!throughout!the!space.!Balconies,!lofts,!etc.!can!also!be!utilized!as!well.!Also,!if!possible,!
similar! instruments! (winds,! strings,! etc.),! should!not! stand! together!as!would!be! the!norm! in!an!
orchestral! layout!but! instead!should!be!separated!so!each!member!of! the!group! is! in!a!different!
area!of!the!venue!from!similar!instruments.!

Note:( It( may( be( beneficial( to( rehearse( the( piece,( at( first,( in( a( standard( layout( with( all( of( the(
musicians(together.(Then,(once(the(piece(is(learned,(it(can(be(spread(out(and(rehearsed(in(a(spatial(
configuration.(
(

(

(

Lagrange(Point(©!Jordan!Nobles,!Regina/North!Vancouver,!June!2012!!www.jordannobles.com!
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