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According to the Elgar Society (h p://www.elgar.org) :

"Although not formally published until 1892, the Serenade for Strings  is

believed to be a reworking of a suite Elgar had wri en some years earlier,

before he had firmly set his sights on a career as a composer. Apart from the

Wand of Youth suites, it is therefore probably the earliest of his compositions

to survive into the standard repertoire. Certainly, it has a youthful charm

while at the same time displaying indications of the skills Elgar developed as

he progressed towards musical maturity. It is reportedly the first of his

compositions with which he professed himself satisfied. 

The opening bars of the first movement will be familiar to most, particularly to

listeners to a classical music station which uses it as introductory music. It is

however the central Larghe o which is generally accepted as containing the

finest and most mature writing. The work remains among the most frequently

performed of all his music."

The present arrangement for 6-part cello ensemble was made for conservatoire-

standard cellists, and much of the material in the arrangement is at the original

pitch. An a empt has been made to share out the melodic material among all

the parts, although the Cello 1 part tends to be the first among equals.

However,  Cellos 4,5,and 6 have been allocated one of the best melodies ever

wri en in the second movement (from bar 51) to compensate them for a relative

lack of Soli material in the other 2 movements.

One small technical point is that the F  double-sharp found in the melody in the

first movement at bars 48, 56  in Elgar's original score has been re-wri en here

as a G natural, for simplicity.

The arrangement was made for the 2015 Aboyne Cello Festival, directed by

James Halsey.

Gwyn Seymour, Stonehaven, Scotland, April 2015

d.g.seymour@abdn.ac.uk
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