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Malcolm Hill’s great-uncle was William George Waller Goodworth, who
was born in London in 1858 and died in Hastings in 1938. [Like Thomas
Tomkins, his elder brother had the same name.] He was named ‘Waller’
Goodworth after his uncle [his biological father?], John Waller, a rich
sea-merchant and coffee-house owner (and a descendant of the Waller
who destroyed Tomkins’ house in 1643). Waller Goodworth gained a
Mus. Bac. and was an orchestral violinist until a cycling accident crippled
his right thumb. He taught at Trinity College of Music in London, where
he championed the use of tonic-sol-fa for singing and instituted theory
examinations for practical musicians.

He composed much violin and piano music and had several part-songs
and anthems published, in both standard and tonic-sol-fa notations. He
compiled and edited the book “Musicians of All Times” which David
Baptie first produced in 1889. His main published works, however, were
a series of 500-page international touring guides for cyclists which went
through several editions between 1890 and 1905; they were published by
the Cyclists’ Touring Club, of which he was a founder.

Early in 1906, Goodworth was asked to compose a choral work for the
Birthday of St. John the Baptist (24th June). With his keen interest in
tonic-sol-fa, it was only natural that he chose text written in the 8th
century by the Lombard historian Paulus Diaconus which became
famous for its use of the names of the first six notes in the ascending
scale [Ut (or Doh)-Re-Mi-Fa-Sol] as the stressed syllables of the first
verse. The standard plainsong setting of these words links the named
syllables with the appropriate pitch. Waller Goodworth’s notebook shows
that he started by doing the same, but, having been powerfully
influenced by the Orthodox choral singing which he had encountered
during his extensive travels, he abandoned this relationship and set the
text as if in the Eastern rite. His setting (now lost) had its first
performance on 24t June 1906.

Unfortunately, the notebook, which Malcolm Hill inherited, only gives
bars 7-9 of the music, along with references to the text. In 2006 Hill
constructed his setting of the choral work, incorporating the music and
all the references mentioned in the notebook. This piece had its first
performance, given by Bath’s The Chandos Singers, on 24t June 2006,
exactly 100 years after that by Waller Goodworth.
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