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Les 24 Caprices
pour Viclon
de Nicolo Paganini

Ces 24 merveilles résumant les difficultés de la
technique du violon devraient €tre le but des études
de chaque violoniste. Beaucoup s’en effraicnt,dautres
- nlosent les affronter. Jui done essayé de rendre pos-
sibles certaiues mesures injouables par d’autres que
lauteur en les augmentant dune seconde version. Ce

n'est certainement pas pour“corriger” Paganini mais

pour le mettre plus a la portée des moyens physiques

de ses nombreux admirateurs. Paganini, en effet,écri-
vit ces caprices pour lui-méme, je veux dire parlé\pour
ses moyens personnels qui €taient inouis de facilité, ad-
mirablement servi par limmense extension de sa main
gauche. , _

Mon vénérable protecteur et ami, le Docteur Sirus
Pirondi, de Marseille, mort dans cette ville il ya quel-
ques annees alige de 97 ans,connut Paganini intime.
ment et le déerit comme ayant possédé une main gau-
che dont les doigts avaient un centimetre de plus que
ceux de la main droite.

. Au point de vue strictement musical,ces 2% caprices |

- 3 . N )
sont de purs chefs-doeuvres. Listz, Schumann et Brahms
étaient enthousiasmes du leurs formes parfaites ¢t y
\ ‘c . . .
puisercut linspiration pour plusieurs de leurs ouvrages.
New-York, Juillet 1920

ALBERTO BACHMANN

they are true master-picees.

‘Nicolo Pagamm
Twenty four Caprtces

for Violin

In presenting a new arrangement of Pugdmms“ou-

derful caprices, am far from assuming to correctﬂm

master or to alter the soul of his great expression.

But as these pieces contain every difficulty known
to violon technic, which should make them the eli-
max of evéry violonist’s study and as the immense
difficulties they present frighten students a\\';xyfrom
his desirable aim, I have endeavoured to 'ovcrcomu cer-
tain of them on the physical side by pxesentmg asim-
pler version. ,

Owing to physical peculiarties which were his alo- '
uc, Paganini was the only one who could play his
caprices as they were written. Besides his incompa-
rable facility with the very means commun to allvio--
lonist s aspiring to the virtuoéo‘lrank,the facility of
Paganini’s left hand remains his only. It ways._a‘sift
of nature that rendered his playing well nigh super-
human. - : '

My venerable benefactor an friend, Doctor Slrus
Pirondi who died at Marseilles some years ago at
the age of 97, knew Paganini intimately.He has des-
cribed the master’s left hand as having fingersacen-
timeter longer than those of his right hand.As acon-
sequence Paganini could perform miracles with it.
My changes, consist simply in modifications of these
impossible passages. My wish is not to extend mere-
ly the admirers of the violonist,who are legion,but
to increase the number of students at is shrine.
For the 2% caprices merit the most devoted studies;
. Listz, Schumann and
Brahms admired them with enthusiasm and took from

them inspiration for many of their own compositions.

New-York, July 1920

ALBERTO BACHMANN
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