





Notes

SYMPHONY No. 2 is a pastoral work in two connected movements. Written for the end of my residency with the Araphoe
Philharmonic, the first movement is a picturesque depiction of the American West and the second, a meditation on the passage

of time based on The River of Life, a sentimental poem by Thomas Campell. Written in a tonal and consciously nationalistic style that
also draws heavily on the canon of western classical music, the work can be heard as a philosophical affirmation of life.

The first movement is an energetic G major overture exploring two themes of contrastinc chatarcter; a heroic #### and a more
humerous second theme, introduced by a muted trumpet in a string of szaccato sixteenth notes. Imitations of sounds from the
nocturnal natural world--cicadas and crickets--are heard in the development section. After an energetic peak, the bombastic
movement dramatically transitions into the second movement via a series of upwardly sweeping gestures in the strings.

The fluvial second movement, a series of variations based on a strophic hymn-tune introduced by a solo horn, is more subtle and
introverted in expressive character. After an exposition that declares and digresses on each of the stanzas from The River of Life, the
music prosesses on to a meditation on the fragility of life, tragedy of loss, and stuggle against the accelerating current of passing
time. On the edge of despair, the music stumbles into a timeless, placid halt--death. In a final burst of optimism the theme
abruptly transfigures into a glorious and triumphant conclusion reminiscent of Brahm's Acadxensic Festival Overture. Closing our
frame and uniting the idea of nature and humanity, a coda recalls the first movement, striving to resolve harmonic tension into

an ecstatic C major (the tone of the universe) finish.

The work was first sketched in May of 2015 and finished by December. Composed while I was both teaching at a public high
school and directing a small church music program, much of the material in the symphony was drawn from the well of music
around me, including the use of chorales and scoring indicative of organ registration.

Before performing this work, the audience should sing through the Hymn found at the bottom of this page. The hymn
may be printed in the concert programs or displayed on an overhead screen. The conductor should lead the audience. For
accompianment, the orchestra may play along mp. The hymn is also found on the first page of the orchestral parts (untransposed).

note that in this edition, artificial string harmonics with duration less than a whole note are printed at the fifth instead of the conventional fourth.
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The River of Life

Thomas Campbell (1777-1844) Edgar F Girtain IV (b. 1988)
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INSTRU

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes
English Horn

2 Bb Clarinets
Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone

Euphonium
Tuba

Timpani

3 Percussionists employing:
Triangle

Wood Block
Castanets

Cabasa

Marimba
Xylophone
Glockenspiel
Crotales

Tubular Bells
Finger Cymbals
Crash Cymbals
Suspended Cymbals
Snare Drum

Tenor Drum

Low Tom

Bass Drum
Tam-tam

Violins 1
Violins 11
Violas
Cellos
Basses

Playing Time 26 Minutes
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Full Score (Transposing)

Commissioned by the Arapahoe Philharmonic, Littleton, CO
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held in suspension. freely.
It may seem strange...

finger written pitch while blowing air through instrument.
cresc.~decrese. ad lib.
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