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The Field of Agincourt was composed to mark the 600t anniversary of the
English King Henry V’s execution, against all the rules of chivalry, of all the

French Prisoners of War during the battle of Agincourt.

The text was written by Caroline Heaton in 2014 and published in The
French Literary Review (edited by Barbara Dordi) Issue 26; Autumn 2016,
© Caroline Heaton, 2016.

The first performance took place on the 21st March 2015 at the Magdalen
Chapel in Bath, sung by the Chandos Singers, with the main solos sung by

Katharine Adams and Simon Caldwell.

Performance Notes

Much of the quasi-plainsong passages can be a little rubato, always legato
and only those syllables stressed which would be naturally stressed if

spoken. Mid-beamed notes ust never be stressed unles marked.

The two passages of S1, S2 and A (starting at bars 19 and 36) can be sung
either by three soloists (but not including the main soprano soloist who
enters at bar 71) or a small group. The Coda’s semi-chorus of Beldame and

her four women compatriots can all be members of the general chorus.

The accompanying Drone should sound only at the pitches written; it could
be played on an organ or extended keyboard just using the left hand
(leaving the right hand free for conducting if useful), preferably with a

string-sound rather than flute.
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