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Tenor Solo
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Women’s Chorus (at times unis., SA, and SSA)
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on BBC Radio 3, Live from WEMT, and American Public Medias Performance Today. He has received prizes and fellow-
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Texts and Translation

1. “From harmony, from Heav’nly harmony”
(tenor solo, women’s chorus, orchestra)

From harmony, from Heav'nly harmony
This universal frame began.
When Nature underneath a heap
Of jarring atoms lay,
And could not heave her head,
The tuneful voice was heard from high,
Arise ye more than dead.
Then cold, and hot, and moist, and dry,
In order to their stations leap,
And music’s pow’r obey.
From harmony, from Heav'nly harmony
This universal frame began:
From harmony to harmony
Through all the compass of the notes it ran,
The diapason closing full in man.

2. First Interlude
(strings)

3. “What passion cannot music raise and quell!”
(soprano solo, orchestra)

What passion cannot music raise and quell!
When Jubal struck the corded shell,
His listning brethren stood around
And wond’ring, on their faces fell
To worship that celestial sound:
Less than a god they thought there could not dwell
Within the hollow of that shell
That spoke so sweetly and so well.
What passion cannot music raise and quell!

4. “The trumpet’s loud clangor”
(women’s chorus, orchestra)

The trumpet’s loud clangor
Excites us to arms
With shrill notes of anger
And mortal alarms.
The double double double beat
Of the thundering drum
Cries, hark the foes come;
Charge, charge, 'tis too late to retreat.

The soft complaining flute
In dying notes discovers
The woes of hopeless lovers,
Whose dirge is whisperd by the warbling lute.

Sharp violins proclaim
Their jealous pangs, and desperation,
Fury, frantic indignation,
Depth of pains and height of passion,
For the fair, disdainful dame.

But oh! what art can teach
What human voice can reach
The sacred organ’s praise?
Notes inspiring holy love,
Notes that wing their Heav'nly ways
To mend the choirs above.

5. Recit. (“Orpheus could lead the savage race”)
(soprano solo, tenor solo, orchestra)

Orpheus could lead the savage race;
And trees unrooted left their place;
Sequacious of the lyre:
But bright Cecilia raisd the wonder higher;
When to her organ, vocal breath was given,
An angel heard, and straight appeard
Mistaking earth for Heaven.

6. Second Interlude
(orchestra, women’s chorus)

Psalm 24, from the Latin Vulgate (23)

Domini est terra, et plenitudo ejus;

orbis terrarum, et universi qui habitant in eo.
Quia ipse super maria fundavit eum,

et super flumina praeparavit eum.
Quis ascendet in montem Domini?

aut quis stabit in loco sancto ejus?
Innocens manibus et mundo corde,

qui non accepit in vano animam suam,

nec juravit in dolo proximo suo.
Hic accipiet benedictionem a Domino,

et misericordiam a Deo salutari suo.
Haec est generatio quaerentium eum,

quaerentium faciem Dei Jacob.
Attollite portas, principes, vestras,

et elevamini, portae aeternales,

et introibit rex gloriae.
Quis est iste rex gloriae?

Dominus fortis et potens, Dominus potens in praelio.

Attollite portas, principes, vestras,
et elevamini, portae aeternales,
et introibit rex gloriae.
Quis est iste rex gloriae?
Dominus virtutum ipse est rex gloriae.
Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto,
sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper,
et in saecula seculorum. Amen.

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.

For he hath founded it upon the seas,
and established it upon the floods.

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?
or who shall stand in his holy place?

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully.

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord,
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

This is the generation of them that seek him,
that seek thy face, O Jacob.

Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in.

Who is this King of glory?

The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
even lift them up, ye everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

7. Grand Chorus (“As from the pow’r of sacred lays”)
(tutti)

As from the pow’r of sacred lays
The spheres began to move,
And sung the great Creator’s praise
To all the blessd above;
So when the last and dreadful hour
This crumbling pageant shall devour,
The trumpet shall be heard on high,
The dead shall live, the living die,
And music shall untune the sky.






Score in C
Duration: ca. 25'

for Daniel Culver

A SONG FOR ST. CECILIA'S DAY

1. "From Harmony, from heavenly harmony"
(Tenor Solo, Women's Chorus, Orchestra)

J =56, solemn, primeval

Text by John Dryden (1687)

Music by Jacob Bancks (2015)
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3. "What passion cannot music raise and quell!"
(Soprano Solo, Orchestra)

J = 84, austere, serious
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4. "The Trumpet's Loud Clangor"

(Women's Chorus, Orchestra)
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6. Second Interlude

(Orchestra, Women's Chorus)
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* The orchestra may sound louder than

the chorus from mm. 456-465
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