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PREFACE.

Tars setting is taken from a choir book (Brit. Mus. Add. MSS. 84191), which
is supposed to have come from St. George's Chapel, Windsor. It is the first known
transcription of the traditional Plainsong to the English Communion Office, and
it was probably made for the opening of King Edward VIth's Parliament in 1547,
when the choir portion of the Fucharistic Office was sung in the vernacular for the
first time. The present edition is based upon a transeription of the MS. setting made
by the Rev. G. H. Palmer, and, for the sake of completeness, the Responses to the
Commandments, and the Pater Noster, have been added; for these additions the
editor is indebted to the Plainsong and Medieval Music Society’s ¢ Ordinary of the
Mass.”

The historic significance of this setting can hardly be over-estimated. It is
some three years older, in point of date, than the better known setting of John
Merbecke, but, unlike him, its author never forsakes the traditional melodies for
original composition. The Creed melody, for instance, already had a continuous
English tradition of some seven hundred years behind it when the tran‘scriber took
it in hand in the sixteenth century, and it is hoped that in its present form it may

prove useful in places where a simple and congregational type of service is desired.
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