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PREFACE.

19 An explanation of the settings of the Kyrie in this service may
not be unnecessary. The ancient Kyrie consists of the threefold repeti-
tion of ‘

Kyrie eleison. (Lord, have mercy upon us.)

Christe eleison. (Christ, have mercy upon us)

Kyrie eleison. (Lord, have mercy upon us.)

The reasons for this arrangement are given in an old treatise: —
The appeal for mercy is made to each Person of the Holy Trinity, be-
cause we sin against each; and #4rice to each, because we offend in
thought, word and deed.

2® The above Kyrie in its English form was retained in the First
Prayer Book of King Edward VI., and its use is not unknown in the church
of England at the present time, through the translation into English of
certain Latin Masses. As the ‘Benedictus qui venit’ and the ‘Agnus Dei’
have been largely restored among us, it is difficult to understand why
the Kyrie proper should be overlooked. A setting of it is contained
here ( Kyrie 1.)

3@ The Responses to the Commandments may be treated in two
ways — either as a substitute for the Kyrie proper or as Responses to
a Lesson. In the former case, there should be a-change in the .music
after the fourth and seventh commandments (see Kyrie II4). If the Kyrie
proper be sung, the Responses to the commandments may be conveniently
sung to an adaptation of the plainchant of the Litany (Kyrie II®). In
any case, the settings Nos I and II4 should not be used together, for
both liturgical and musical reasons.
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4 In the Kyrie proper the original Greek words are retained and
not translated into English. It seems quite consistent that words,
which were retained in their original form when Latin took the place
of the more ancient Greek, in the services of the Western Church, should
now be retained, although the Latin tongue in our portion of the Wes-
tern Church, has, in its turn, given way to the Hnglish.

5 The words in question are a beautiful link also with all ages of
the Christian Church,east and west and are perfectly understood by ordi-
nary churchgoers. Seeing that Christmas Carols with Latin refrains are
used with approval in church and entire Latin works, such as settings of
the ‘Stabat mater’ are frequently sung, either as anthems or as inde-
pendent musical performances, it is hard to see how any valid objec-
tion could be urged against the use of these few Greek words.®

If sung before the Communion Office begins, the Kyrie proper would
be nothing more than an Introit. Where the Introit proper is in use,
the Kyrie would naturally follow it and one would be just as admissible
as the other.

6 The music of the service is founded upon the plainsong melody
of the hymn © “Sanctorum meritis” from the Sarum Breviary, which gives
the title to the service. In building on a foundation such as this the com-
poser has humbly followed the example of a great musician of the Church.®
It is unfortunate that neither the hymn nor its melody finds any place in
“Hymns Ancient and Modern,” but both are reproduced in the“‘Hymnal Noted”
and the “Office Hymn Book.” ,

7 In order that the singers in the choir may render the service
with greater intelligence, the words from time to time assigned to the
subject or fragments of it, are printed in italics and a few foot notes
are also inserted.

8 The service should, if possible, be sung without organ accom-
paniment. :

® From the preface to Mr B. Agutter’s service “Missa de Sancto Amphibalo,” with the
composer’s permission.

The writer is informed that seftings of the “Kyrie Eleison” in the original Greek
words, are someltmes sung as anthems in Cathedral churches.

© Used with great effect in Dr. Villiers Stanford’s oratorio “Eden.”’

@ See Palestrina’s Masses founded on the kymns “‘Bterna Christi munera” and “Iste
Confessor.”
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MISSA; SANCTORUM MERITIS.

composed by S. ROYLE SHORE.

I. Kyrie eleison. (No 1)
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IT4 Kyrie eleison (No 2)

. Respomnses to the Commandments
after 1,2 & 8.
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I18 Kyrie Eleison or
Responses to the Commandments.
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Compositions by S. Royle Shore.

SONG. “THROUGH THE DARKNESS” The Melody by Captain Robinson,
the Pianoforte, Organ, Violin and other accompaniments by S.Royle Shore.

EVENING SERVICES. Four settings of the MAGNIFICAT and NUNC
DIMITTIS in plain chant and figurate Music for people and choir
alternately

COMMUNION SERVICE in G. MISSA “SANCTORUM MERITIS" includ-
ing KYRIE PROPER, BENEDICTUS and AGNUS DEI.

COMMUNION SERVICE in F. MISSA “SIMPLEX” including KYRIE
PROPER, BENEDICTUS and AGNUS DEI.

ANTHEM. “REMEMBER, O LORD” and other music for a BURIAL or ME-
MORIAL SERVICE.

W. H. Priestley & Sons.

Birmingham, 71. 72 & 73 Colmore Row.

London: E. Donajowski.
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