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PREFACGCE

rODULATION is univerfally acknowledged to be one of the moft im~

" portant Branches'of the Science of Mufick, and, to which it owes fome
of its greateft Beauties and principal: Powers 3 and yet no Branch of that
Science hath been more neglected:  So that in.the many Volumes which have
been written upon the Subjeét of Mufick, very: little‘hath been faid of Mo-
dulation s while Matfers very wellknown, and of omich lefs Importance have
been largely infifted on. : Pt ot :

The ancient Compofers however, perfedly underftood; the Art of Modu-
lation, as isevident from their Works : But-it mufk be confefled, their Method
of modulating was not altogether proper for Inftrumental Mufick.

B. Lulli, A Corelli, and F. Bononcini; were the firlt Improvers of Inftru-=
mental Mufick 5 and had Genius and natural Abilities fufficient to draw from
the Ancients, fuch a Variety of Modulation, as they judged fufficient to render
their Compofitions delightful and fpirituous. But they are greatly miftaken
who imagine that the vaft Foundation of tniverfal Harmony can be efta~
blifhed upon the narrow and confined Modulation of thofe Authors. If thofe
Authors had introduced more of ‘the Subftance of the ancient Modulation into
their Compofitions, they would have had greater Varicty in them; and confe-
quently would have been more entertaining,

The Rules for Modulation, which have been received by many within thefe
Forty Years, are extremely fhort and defe@ive ; and, by leaving out the greateft -
Part of the Science, have reduced it within the narroweft Limits; and render'd
it poor, jejune, and fteril, to the laft Degree; It will not be expected that T
(hould here enter into a formal Proof of this Aflertion; were it neceffary,
1 might refer, for Proof, to a Multitude of Conipofitions, which have appeared
in different Parts of Europe, within thele Forty Years, and which, though com=
pofed by different Perfons, yet in Point of Modulation, are all exaétly alikes
But T fhall only obferve, that although thereis notan ordinary Performer upon
any Inftrument, in any Part of Europe, who does not boaft his having com-
pofed Sonatas, Concertos, Cantatas, &.  Yet there are but few modern Com-~
pofers, even of a much higher Clafs, who can be truly faid to have produced
any thing new with refpe@t to Melody, Harmony, and Modulation. What
can this be owingto, but imperfe€t and defective Rules? Which inftead of
guiding ‘the Students of Harmony, miflead them ; inftead of aflifting, im-~
proving, and exalting natural Genius, confine and deprefs its

Thefe




Thie PR =B A G,

"Thefe Gonfiderations, and the Advantage I conceived a more juft and exten-
five Syftem of Modulation, would be to the Science of Mufick, induced me to
compile the following Work, a Work of no fmall Difficulty, the Labour of
many Years, and not a few of them almoft wholly fpent therein. I have the
Satisfaction however to think my Time well fpent, and my Labour well be-
frowed ; Iam perfuaded this Work will be of the greateft Ufe to the Students
of Harmony, by enlarging their Ideas, and giving them juft and compleat
Notions of Harmony and Modulation. I mean fuch of them as will not be
wanting to themfelves, but by a diligent Study and Application, endeavour to
lay up in their Memories the Subftance thereof. But as Memory cannot
always be depended upon, the Work is fo difpofed, that the Student, when~
ever he has any Doubts or Difficulties in compofing, with Refpedt to Modu~
lation or Harmony, may recur to'itas a Di&ionary.

I do not pretend that every thing which regards the general Combination
of Sounds, and Modulation are contained in this Book. Ideclare that the
Compofition of the Tone Major, and the Modulation by the Scale afcending
and defcending, and by Imitation are not contained therein. Thefe I intend
to print in a fhort Time, by Way of Supplement thercto, if my Fealth

permit,







Directions for ‘the Ufe of this Book.

WHEN you have written the Mark of the Clef @: and the Mark of the Time
and chofen indifferently any one of the five Notes reprefented in the Be-
ginning of the firft Page, and written the fame down, and the Figures over
ity if any, You are to obferve the Number under that Note, and turn to the
Page marked with the fame Number ; there you will find feveral Paffages be-
ginning with the fame Note, and with the fame Figures over it, or without
Figures over it, if. there be no Figures over the Note you have chofen ; choofe
any one of thofe Paflages, and write it down with the Figures exactly, except
the firft Note, which muft be omitted, being already written. When you
turn to the Page marked with the fame Number ; there you will find feveral
Paffages beginning with the fame Note with which the laft Paffage you have
wiitten down endeth, and with the fame Figures over it, or without Figures
over it, if there be no Figures over the laft Note of the Paffage you have
written down 3 choofe any one of thofe Paffages, and write it down as before,
omitting the firft Note. . And thus proceed from Paffage to Paffage to what
Length you pleafe, always finithing with a Paflage marked = being a final
Cadence, for the other Mark =< fignifies an indefinite Cadence, or Cadence of
Sufpenfion. But it is to be obferved, that this Mark < does not mean that you
muft neceffarily end whenever you choofe a Paffage marked with it, for you
may {ill proceed, but thenif you find No. 22 at the End of the final Cadence,
it will be beft to go on with fome one of the Paffages in the two laft Lines of
Page 22.

When you have proceeded as far:as you pleafe, you will find feveral Notes
without any Perpendicular Lines (called Bars) between them. You muft then
add fo many Perpendicular Lines, that there may be one Note without a Tail
(called a Semibreve) or two Notes with Tails (called Minims) between every
two perpendicular Lines, fo that where there are two Notes without Thails toge=-
ther, and no perpendicular Line between them, you may ecither add Tails to
thofe Notes, or draw a perpendicular Line between them. — After this if you
£ind a little circular Line crofs any Bar or perpendicular Line (called by Mufi-
cians a Ligature) yoa muft take Care that the Note which precedes the Bar, or
Perpendicu}ar Line; may be either of greater or equal Duration with the Note
following the Bar or Line, and never of lefs. A Note wit}}out a Tail (called 2
Semibreve) is of double the Duration of a Note with a Tail, called a Minim.

By obferving the foregoing Diredtions it is impoffible for th.e moft Ignorant
to ert. But the good Effect of the Melody and Harmony will ‘be greater or
lefs, according to the Choice of the Paffages.

NB. Great Care muft be taken to write the Figures over the feveral Paffages, with the ut=

{t ExaGnefs. £ B3
moThe Letters.C, T, Pr. and P. overand under the Staffy in the Beginning of the firft Page,

ate of no Importance.  The Letter G, means Clef, 7, Time, P, Principal, and P, Page.
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