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While these pieces were conceived for a group of four solo voices,
performances by larger groups are certainly possible, depending on
the occasion and the prevailing acoustic. The number of singers may
also vary from piece to piece within a given performance.

Tempi loosely orbit a gravitational center of 96 quarter notes per
minute—some pieces more loosely than others (though the tempo
within each piece should, unless otherwise indicated, remain
steady). With only occasional exceptions (#17, for example), a
natural and intelligible flow of the text is the goal.

Performers should feel free to select from and/or reorder the pieces
as they see fit.

The voices may be amplified, or not. The voices may also be
doubled by any reasonably homogeneous instrument or group of
instruments (piano, organ, strings, &c.), but voices and texts should
remain in the forefront.



Michel de Montaigne,
trans. Charles Cotton
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("That man is inwardly blessed; the other's happiness is only gold-plated." Seneca, Epistulae morales, CXIX and CXV.)
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