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César Franck's Psalm 150 is an important staple of the performing repertoire, and with good
reason. The vocal writing is both flattering and enjoyable for the singer, casting choruses in
the best possible light. Franck also maintains a careful balance between daring chromatic
harmonies and tuneful, clear melodies, satisfying the musical connoisseur and infrequent
concertgoer alike. Its prominent organ part makes the work a popular finale for concerts that
feature the instrument, such as organ dedications. However, the orchestral forces are too
large for most groups to muster, and dwarf choruses of less than 100 singers. Salomon
Jadassohn's popular organ reduction provides a partial solution; yet, he must forego the
orchestral figurations that make the piece truly sparkle. Caught between two problematic
choices, I endeavored to create a third option: one that would be performable with smaller
forces, yet include as much Franck's thrilling orchestral filigree.

I originally created this edition to be programmed alongside Josef Rheinberger's Organ
Concerto No. 1, and thus used the same orchestral forces. The IMSLP edition by Denis
Bélieres was my primary source material. I have left the strings and chorus untouched, and
divided most of the remaining musical material between the organ and the three horns. One
could easily add Franck's original timpani, cymbal, and harp parts without further editing,
adding even more color. It is my sincere hope that this edition allows more ensembles to
engage with this work in new and interesting ways.

- Brian Bartoldus
May 25, 2017
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