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Venus

Principium dulce est, at finis amoris amarus;
     læta venire Venus, tristis abire solet.

Flumina quæsitum  sic in mare dulcia currunt;
     postquam gustarunt æquor, amara fluunt.

Iohannes Audoenus (John Owen, 1564-1622)

[The beginning of love is sweet, but its end bitter:
Venus is accustomed to arrive happy, and to leave sad.

Thus do sweet rivers run into the striving ocean:
After they sip the water, they flow bitter.]
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