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Non dò la colp’ a te 
Three-part ballata by Francesco Landini (c. 1325–1397), 
from the Squarcialupi Codex 

Arrangements and practice materials for voice and piano 
by Alex Ness 

Introduction 
Over the last couple years, I’ve been arranging early music repertoire for myself to sing while 
playing the piano.  More recently, I’ve been experimenting with a program that generates 
arrangements and practice materials automatically, for daily practice.  These experiments reflect 
my musical habits, tastes, and abilities in the following ways: first, I enjoy practicing the same 
composition in various keys and with different combinations of voices (often leaving one or more 
voice out of the texture); second, I enjoy having something new to practice every day; third, 
singing one voice while playing at most two others stretches me to the limit of my abilities as a 
performer and listener. 
 
As always, I share these scores to encourage you to explore this remarkable music.  You are 
welcome to alter the notation however you see fit, provided that you abide by the CC BY-SA 4.0 
license.  Finally, feel free to email me  to let me know what you think of these materials. 
 
(revised Dec. 4, 2017) 

Source details 
I transcribed the composition from the Squarcialupi Codex, which is available on IMSLP here. 
See page 4 for a reproduction. 

  

http://imslp.org/wiki/Squarcialupi_Codex_(Various)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
mailto:asness@gmail.com
http://imslp.org/wiki/Squarcialupi_Codex_(Various)
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Text and pronunciation 
Italian text Pronunciation (IPA) 

Non dò la colp’ a te del duol ch’i’ porto 
Ma sol’ agli occhi tuo’ che m’anno morto. 
 
Per tuo felicità diede splendore 
A te natura di somma belleça. 
Ma per tormento del tuo servidore 
Che ’n te si specchia et muor per tua vageçça. 
 
Po’ che de tuo’ begli occhi uscì la freçça 
Che l’ o mie mente ’l cor conquid’ atorto. 
 
Non dò la colp’ a te del duol ch’i’ porto 
Ma sol’ agli occhi tuo’ che m’anno morto. 

nˈɔn dˈɔ lˌa kˈolpa tˈɛ dːˌɛl dwˈɔl kˈi pːˈɔːrto 
mˈa sˈɔl ˌaʎɪ ˈɔkːɪ twˌo kˌe mˈanno mˈɔːrto 
 
pˌɛr twˌo fˌɛlitʃitˈa dːjˈeːde splendˈoːre 
ˌa tˈɛ natˈuːra dˌɪ sˈomma bellˈetsːa 
mˈa pːˌɛr tormˈento dˌɛl twˌo sˌɛrvidˈoːre 
kˈen tˈɛ sˌɪ spˈɛkːia ˈɛt mwˈɔr pˌɛr twˌa 
vadʒˈetsːa 
 
pˈo kˌe dˌe twˌo bˈeːʎɪ ˈɔkːɪ ʊʃˈi lˌa frˈetsːa 
kˌe lˈo mjˌe mˈentel kˈɔr kˌonkwidatˈɔːrto 
 
nˈɔn dˈɔl lˌa kˈolpa tˈɛ dːˌɛl dwˈɔl kˈi pːˈɔːrto 
mˈa sˈɔl ˌaʎɪ ˈɔkːɪ twˌo kˌe mˈanno mˈɔːrto 

Technical notes 
I used the following tools to produce this PDF: 

● MuseScore  to typeset the music notation and generate MusicXML  files; 
● Music21  (and Python  more generally) to automate the MusicXML processing; 
● eSpeak to produce the IPA transcription. 

License 
CC BY-SA 4.0 (Attribution/ShareAlike) 
 
 

https://musescore.org/en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MusicXML
http://web.mit.edu/music21/
https://www.python.org/
http://espeak.sourceforge.net/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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“Non dò la colp’ a te” manuscript 

Source: Squarcialupi Codex (PDF page 272) 
License: Public domain 






















































