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Looking at this string quartet op. 121 by Amédée Méreaux (1802 - 1874) we find that
Méreaux--known mostly as a piano virtuoso and composer for his instrument as well as a
music critic--was competent as a writer of quartets and and that his op. 121 is an enjoyable
work. This typeset is intended for study, rehearsal and performance and consists of the
score and parts. It was prepared using Musescore (Musescore.org).

The source for this quartet is the first edition (in parts) by Richault, Paris (1877). Itis
available on IMSLP'. Its quality is rather poor. There are numerous errors: Missing
accidentals, incorrect rhythm resulting in measures with an incorrect metrum, even a whole
additional measure in the cello part. The markings for dynamics and articulation, while very
detailed, are not consistent across the four parts. There are crescendo and diminuendo
(“hairpin”) markings which obviously point in the wrong direction. Accent markings (“>”) and
“hairpins” are not clearly distinguishable from each other; the end point of slurs is not always
clear.

In order to facilitate playing the piece such markings were added in the typeset where
they were missing and corrected where they contradicted the other parts or were otherwise
obviously incorrect. Added and corrected markings appear in small print or dashed lines (for
legato slurs and ties) with the exception of staccato dots for which the software does not
offer a small version (which would be difficult to distinguish anyway). Courtesy accidentals
were added where necessary. Some superfluous courtesy accidentals in the source were
removed. Accidentals that had to be added as a correction were put in parentheses. Some
misspelled Italian markings were corrected, such as “seggetto” to “soggetto”. However some
not commonly used Italian markings were left unaltered e.g. “cantando”.

Even with these additions and corrections there are still ambiguities, especially for
dynamic markings. For example double markings are common (sf and < on the same note:
is this a stronger accent than either alone? Similarly: “cresc.” and hairpin at the same
location?).

Additionally the following corrections were made:

Mvmt 1
M. 196, viola: Source has 10 beats in this measure; 6th note of the measure must be an quaver
rather than a crotchet.

M. 200, vin 2: Source has quaver. Corrected to crotchet.

Mvmt 2
M. 108 & 284, viola: Fifth quaver corrected from e to f.

M. 151, cello: The source has one measure too many in the cello part. The extra measure is a whole
measure rest at M. 151 (tempo giusto).

Mvmt 4
M. 23, vin 1: Last two semiquavers corrected from g#-b to a#-c# in analogy to M. 274.

M. 306, viola: Source has quaver on second beat. Corrected to second half of first beat to match the
other voices.

Performance times: Allegro (dotted 1/4 = 84): 10 min.; Scherzo (3/4 = 70): 5 min.;
Preludio - Andante (1/2 = 60 - dotted 1/4 = 60): 7 min.; Finale (1/4 = 100): 7 min. Total
performance time ca. 30 min.?

" http://imslp.org/wiki/String_Quartet%2C_0Op.121_(Méreaux%2C_Jean-Amédée_Lefroid_de)

2 | doubt this has much meaning; one should avoid over-interpreting these things..

3 The score and parts were re-uploaded to IMSLP.org on Jan 13, 2018 with about a dozen trnscription
errors corrected.
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