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Altercations between Organ and Orchestra 

Altercations was composed 1968-9 for its first performance, by the composer, in 1969. Composer 

and concert improviser (organ), Malcolm Hill studied 1961-68 at the Royal Academy of Music, 

London, with extended periods in Holland and Sweden (performing and research). 1969-94 

Professor,  Royal Academy of Music; 1995-2000 completion of works by Gesualdo (motets) and 

Szymanowski (Agawe); Musical Director of Bath’s Chandos Singers (since 2000) and Bath 

Chamber Opera (since 2011). 

Instrumentation : 

5 horns in F (in F on the score), 

3 trombones 

Timpani 

Percussion (1 or 2 players): 

Triangle, Bass Drum, Susp. Cymbal, Tom-toms, Xylophone, Tubular Bells 

Solo Organ 

14 First Violins 

12 Second Violins 

10 Violas 

8 Celli 

6 Cbasses 

Duration : 21 minutes 

 

Errata found in the early copies of the score :  

8th cello doubles cbass for bar 155 only;  

bells should read organ pedal line in bars 194-6 in treble clef, and omit this line from organ; 

on the early score, horns notated in C after bar 218;  

all brass were marked con sord rather than senza sord in bar 299;  

xylophone should play bars 367-368, not bells.  

For reduction of rehearsal time, the following bars have been re-barred in this edition :  

16-24, 80-86 and 356-363.  
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4

4
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Susp.

Cym.

Tub. 
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VLN 1

Vln. II

1-6

Vln. II

7-12

Vla.

1-6

Vla.

7-10

Vc.

1-4

Vc.

5-8

Cb.

1,3,4

Cb.

2,5,6

p   dim.
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pp dim.
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p
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sempre pp mf
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4

2

4

5

8

2

4

7

8

3

4

2

4

5

8

2

4

7

8

3

4

2

4

5

8

2

4

7

8

3

4

2

4

5

8

2

4

7

8

3

4

2

4

5

8

2

4

7

8

3

4

2

4

5

8

2

4

7

8

3

4

2

4

5

8

2

4

7

8

&
∑ ∑

7

3

3

?
∑ ∑

II

3

7

3

&

3

&

3

&

3

B

B

?

?

?

?

œ# œ# ™™ œ

œb œ

œn œn
œ# œ# œ œ# ™™

œ œ# ™
œ
œ
# œ
œ
n œ

œ

j

œ
œ
#
#

œœn œ
œ
#
#

œ

œ

n

n
œ
œ
#
#

œ
œœ

n

nn
œœœ##

J

œ

œn ™™ œb œ

œn
œn

œn ™™

œn œn ™ œ# œ œ

J

œb œn œb œn œb

≈ ‰

œ

œn ™ œ œ œb œn
œ œb œ

j

œb ™ œn ™
œ#

˙

œ

œn ™ œ œ œb œn
œ œb œ

j

œb ™ œn ™
œ#

˙

˙ œ
œb œn ˙ œ

œ#
œ ™ œ#

˙#

œ# œ# œ œn ˙# œ ™ œn

j

œ ™ œ ˙

˙# œn œ# œn œ ™ œn

j

œb ™ œ
˙

œ
œn ˙ ˙ œ ™

œ

j

œ# ™
œ#

˙

œ œb œ œb œ œn œ

j

œb ™
œ ™

œ#
˙#

œb œ œb ™ œ ˙ œ ™
œn

j

œ ™ œ
˙#

œb œ œb ™ œ ˙ œ ™
œn

j

œ ™ œ
˙#

17



°

¢

°

¢

{

Hn. 1
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1-8
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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4
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Vln. II
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5
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7
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