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Choral Hymns from the Rig Veda.

First Group. usTAY VON HOLST. 0p.26.
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BATTLE HYMN.

Indra is

the god of sky and storm.

The Maruts are his attendant storm-clouds.
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II.

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.

Adagio.
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FUNERAL HYMN.

Moderato maestoso. 3-4.
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These hymns are written for a chorus in three parts— 1st Trebles, 2nd
Trebles and Altos.
In the first hymn there is an independent part for the first row of the
whole choir. (see page 5.
In the third hymn the choir is divided into three groups of two parts each
(Trebles and Altos). The first group is to consist of the front half of the
choir: the rest will be divided equally into the second group (behind the
first) and the third at the back of all, so that these two latter groups
will sound as echoes of the first group. Thus, if there are eight rows in
the choir, the first four will form the first group, rows 5 and 6 the sec-
ond group and rows 7 and 8 the third.
In the absence of the orchestra the piano accompaniment willbe greatly
improved by the addition of the specially-written ad 76.violin parts (price
3d each). These are quite different to the orchestral violin parts and the
two must not be confused.
In the third hymn the long sustained bass notes may be played on the
organ or harmonium instead of the piano.

Pronounce a in Varuna and Agni as u in sun. In both names the accent
falls on the first syllable.

S. & B. Ltd. 1213.




This group is dedicated fo Edward Mason and his Choir. 1

Choral Hymns from the Rig Veda.
Second Group.
GUSTAV VON HOLST.
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TO AGNI.
(GOD OF FIRE.)

Note. In the following hymn the bars are divided into 3 beats followed by 2 and 2 followed by 3 alternately
with few exceptions. The figure at the beginning of @ach bar denotes which of the two comes first.
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Page 3. Third stave for Dawn’read ‘Draw?”
» 18. Second stave, second bar, third beat
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This group is written for and dedicated to Frank Duckworth and his {adies’ Choir, Blackburs. 1

Choral Hymns from the Rig Veda.
Third Group.

GUSTAV VON HOLST.|
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#As the second Soprano has the melody, this part shounld slightly predominate.
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IL.
HYMN TO THE WATERS.

GUSTAV VON HOLST.

Allegro. J.: 120,
(4-3)
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Note. (4-3) denotes that each bar is divided into one of four beats followed by one of three:(3-1'denotesthat
the three beats come before the four.
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III.

HYMN TO VENA.
(THE SUN RISING THROUGH THE MIST.)

Adagio. d- 56.
p 2P (d few voices only)

2 1 N | 1
SOPRANOS. JHay7z— h—r % I — 1 - o
T T e e v
*¥Vo - na comes born  of light, He
pp (4 few voices only)
F A | | - |
e 4 T X 1 T
*Ve - mna comes bern  of light, He
. 8o !
s Adagio. d: 56. ; 1'9; :
. y A - - q%____._
HARP. |t = s
or B Eb F¢ »r b
PIANO. 34 o
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S I N 1
H y 4 | r 4 1 1 T 3
] S ; ; —
z = v v
drives the ma -ny col-our'd clouds ward— Here, where the
| N )
) ¢ ¥ 4 T 1 T 1
sSss ———

)

* proncunce Vayno.
Ao, All the ehords are to be struck well together and not played in the usual ‘arpeggio’ manner.
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Moderato. J: 108.

IV.
HYMN OF THE TRAVELLERS.

The God invoked in this hymn is the Guide of travellers
along the roads of this world and along that leading to the next.

- J- |
SOPRANOS. ﬁﬁ 7 . ]
: b5 = ! = =
ALTOS. |%V 2 ! {
Moderato. J - 108.
- T N = 1 B N > -3 I
S ===
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thou on be-fore  us, Guide__ us onour way, . Migh - ty One
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Note. The normal rythmn is that of three beats followed by two. When the two come first 2-3 is written over thebar.
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Choral Hymns from the Rig Veda

GUSTAV VON HOLST. Op.26.
Fourth Group.

L
HYMN TO AGNL

The sacrificial fire.

Moderato maestoso. 4 - 69.
ONE SOLO VOICE.

I EEE T S s i e S Ei=a e

TENORS.
I praise thee O Ag- ni Lord of the hearth-stone,  Priest of sac—n fice,
I
pAssES. [P H 7T - e ! = 1
=X 1 T L I 1 1
a 4 Moderato maestoso. ¢ -6
‘ xn :j'! & Lol - ol r el
¥ A Vi
ANIV4 s o
PIANO. (| ¥
DESE = = = = =
S— -
B s — ~ ~
B - 3 ! N = N I T ]
e —— NH.JJ_H____'...__ ) T H e I - 1
{ 7 E= T } ]
Bring-er of wealfh Great Her - ald of Gods.
o) # - I = T T 2 | | ]
e i i B
Ag - ni thou art
2 “ () } f §
# - - - AN 1 T 3 g
& = =
)
u ) »
" . 4 N
TUTTI _
. - —_—
[ 4 ,ﬁ Pll ¥ T ﬁ{ i I t ! F 4 Kx |
&= S — ’ B ——
P, ; ¥ ; g F——— r
Ag - ni thim art wor - thy of
n 4 i
o) 3 d = —F~ r =
e ——  — = — — e i
wor - thy of praise
H-4# | AN //ET'—._\I 3 //;_\\\ R
= i S e e B Sy
D)} T /
. o>

Note. Besides the ordinary orchestral strings, a harp or piano is needed for the first hymn.

The «d 7:b. brass instruments consist of two trumpets in Bb, two horns in F or Eb and three trombones.

The brass instruments may be omitted whenever such a course is desired and the composer requests that if
they are not all used they shall all be dispensed with. The addition of one trumpet and ocne trombone to the
string orchestra for instance would be detestable.

Small choirs are advised to use piano accompaniment only. Pronounce A in 4gné as in among.
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HYMN TO SOMA.
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Note. Soma— called Indu in this hymn-— is the juice of a herb used in sacrifice.
This hymn was probably a popular country song to which the refrain to Soma was afterwards added.

COPYRIGHT IN U.8.A. MCMXII, BY GUSTAV VON HOLST. S.& B.Ltd. 1217



’ —& : M : T -+
2 1 . ]
i | R 1 . ‘]‘ { l = ——Jl
%ju 1 y 1 1 1 —1 ] X i . 1
pour e for In - dra.
: T 7 S S M— ;:/;F. Y l} — = 1
N . 4 | 1T 1T 1 1[ L— 714
pour thee for In - dra Sharp
) T K T )
T l} { D . "l‘ - -
AT N
O A AT 0
S—t
H-—‘_‘H?L 7 . a— o ra v < v w7
= — A —A— ——A—— P —  — —
. e = —

ar- rows doth the smith - y makeWith fea-thers,reeds and canes,

But

first he seeks a

4
ANiP 4
D)
OB - - - -
4 NN | —1 { m
T P W M= _ . 1 —— I X . 8P~ ]
. P ) = I I 1 { : ]
la la la. Flow In - du,
A It - /JJ.
oy e - R e
e— 7 M—— — 5 —  Lid 1 T { 1
¥ L AN !
wealth-yman To pay him for his  pains! __ Flow In - du,
4 $—— 2 I_—_:;,#E_—_—gk:
p” A r~ v il ] o R
70 L - LS 8044872 1723
ay ® } 1
MAS ] H§ 1 H N
[) 1 T
rp
o
3' — —= =~ n } o { T n Jf
PV ST SRV S
#’:4/ ) #J"/ e #"E;_./ :
crese. dim. nf
: by £ 4

o ¥
i B
B A — . 9
L4

14 1 12 17 f f ! T I L
Flow ye on O ho- ly stream We pour  thee____ for In - dra. A
cresc L dim. —

S.&B.Ltd.1217

Flow ye on ho - ly stream We pour thee for dra. ____
o~ X o
, i e — B o ; .
- i ) - LSS 8 ] 1 —F .)4 — §
1 - L  — ] 1 I N 1 ¥ B b
erese. din -
o) - e = e
X34 T ey S e
= = - e
ﬁ";_#/ R CAVREE " A



A \ | N I\ \ I )
1 - 1y 1 1. Y N} N N _ T N 1N .
5 T = e i % r—7—
po - et I, my dad’s a leech, My moth-er grmds the corn hope of wm mng
v I 1'1 l
1]
¥
4—6—6——-—1——0— -—Oﬂiﬁ:d)— -
La la la la la la la lala la La la 1la
D)
BE— — - - - -
17
h
1. i s S -
1 Y 1 1 1 & ) Y ]
) 1 _H___'__b_il 1 I X V2 I ¥ 1 . .4 I 1
1. 17 } . } I 10 11 i S ) IR 1 1
r[J ? 11 | 4 1 y 'IJ PL ) S 1 1' I ) —1
wealth and fame We rise to work each morn. Flow on In - du,
g: T !1 T T T T [ va— - —F 1 ’ ! |
)4 17 1 i 1 1”4 | 4 | - 1 B I 1 } 1 |
14 7 + T + ¥ M . 1 —
la 1la la La la la la Flow on In - du,
1 T
- - - ¥ 1 T 1
I 1
© y ¥ 3 3
p crese.
—r e
3 B - - o i ) ; o —]
s @ 4 @0——@ ) -
C ° 2z > 4 O] z K
e A e
- . A .
=2 e
11 11 ) S 1 1 1 1 Vi i
L4 T T I e | 4 y rl/ i I 11 ? 1] 3 B 1
Y Flow ye on O ho - ly stream We pour thee for In - dra.
. . N .
ﬂ&#m ’ i 2 Tb‘!- F——yh-t———‘ J/«" y
. 1 ) ! } 1 [ 7] 3
A | A 1 4 |4 ¥ 1 ¥ I~ L 1T 1 ) N i 11 H | VA 1
S L4 ¥ ? 1 1T | 4 11 T | 1 ]
Flow ye on O ho - ly stream We pour thee for In - dra.
1 Y T -
1 i“ﬁ! 1 13 % ! Ill
g7 h¥: T3 ¥
\//
l
a 1 1 : 1 ‘ 1 ! : S ! ; l
P & @ & a- v & o —
T o l — o——¢ L o
. d . . .4 . 7 . 7 . 4 .
— — i i -

D78
i
|
_I;F ;e
] i
IR}
I
%l

.4 . =
The horsewould draw an ea - sy car, The frog doth yearnfor rain The
D)
——
>—| # 3
> - & = - — =

S.&B.Ltd.1217



11

=

la.

la

la

T PTT T “ Jn num
- M € H - e N¢ g
£ A i N "y
] - i N .
m £ i Bl A , £ f/ =N Yt i
i A : T i
0 r ..Wu f.W.v g IIIIA } fl .. =
1 1 ' . }! .8
b _ MM e ° ._ __rr ﬁ ' . e gg dl .4
L 3 -~ = xx e m ] 1 -
H !m. mz KL].& N - ..M . I;If , i ’Ll
i | _ Y T | W
Hil 2 ! o o T M- A / ) -9 .
rhn £ 1 B ] Ly, 1 H L
b 4 HH L et . X - ﬂ ' ]
U g g "n? . B HE7 2 4.1”_ R TN
] ~N = = o b | D
2 . BN I DA fRIY Gl mos B2l iR
fite| 3 i 2 . f o S 3 S
L 25NN 3 S | Trtte . O felll =279 JUIRS .
£ m [ [ s R ﬁu Jx L N NEEE H-+H
. I Y A I R=
N & . - - =
) ] 5 da L..t ALE el E .r_ 1:1 T EWemn & v {
=] 1 = X 1 nw# T T ‘l 1 Ilj i “ IL-/
[-¥] ' ' - N o . re
& , ]
> = ! e = = 142 pre
. 98 [EV. t. mm e .J
2 = A8 = | (M ST aRD T Ma anE<mil = d
m - 3 3 #m W ! N o B {4
' i SMhE SN 5 e S (7. |
s » i T u.nmn»p iy Pﬂ“ | % N m i
-k it l.mr jnr«v A : 18
Pt [ ﬁ (=]
L & 2 ] i al R 3 L..;
2Nl & L (s A% At | /T " =
.mmb mo. ~4 3 m ﬂﬂ“ﬂw < - i M i Lt rw g
' J m& N 4 411! L (=
o~ . e < .
..ML ] | » 2 1Le Ht = &*llﬁ -ﬁ“.T.v“ .
L.
@ .mﬂ rw el
F .
g . IR i i
3 AMD 5t 1. 2 W[ 2 AL 1.4 ™ | ( ¢
Niy BN s B A 4@% :
s N ————

S.&B.Ltd.1217



12
I

HYMN TO MANAS.

This is an invocation to the Manas or spirit of a dying man.
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Nofe. The normal division of each7 bar is four crotchets followed by three. When the three beats come first
3-4 is written at the commencement of the bar.
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IV.

HYMN TO INDRA.

Indra is god of heaven, storm and battle.
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