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A Note on the Piece

Isomorphic Fantasy is based on an equivalence between pitch and duration units: scale and
rhythmic patterns respectively. The longer the temporal gap between notes, the bigger the pitch gap
too (eg. quaver = semi-tone).

The inspiration for this conceit came from an iconic article by Jeff Pressing in which he
observes that this kind of isomorphism holds between some of the most widely used scalic and
rhythmic patterns. For instance, 2212221 is the pattern for both the diatonic scale, and a commonly
used rhythmic / metrical pattern. Whether or not these connections are historically or culturally
meaningful, I found the structural idea compelling.

The resulting piece is rich in mixed metres which may seem to evoke the traditional music
of the Balkan regions, while the ‘hocketting’ exchange between voices is more redolent of an early-
Renaissance compositional practice. After a short introduction, a rising isomorphic scalic pattern is
gradually set up. The section gathers momentum, working through different rotations of the pattern.
The final section of the piece works in broadly the same way, though with descending scales, a
slightly different treatment, and incorporating chords and other elements that have occurred during
the piece. A contrasting middle section explores the same isomorphic principles but in a free,
expressive, contrapuntal context.

This piece exists in alternative versions for organ duet (two players), and mixed ensemble.

A Note to the Performer

* Manual distributions and dynamics have been set out with a two-manual set up in mind —
the minimum number required by this piece. Naturally, greater numbers of manuals will
present better solutions. Relatedly, I have not specified exact registrations, but merely
dynamic gradation, and places where a timbral alternation is desirable (eg. in the central
section). Hairpins have been included for where a swell box is available.

« The division of beats in mixed metres is specified at the first instance. The beat pattern
remains in effect until specified to the contrary. For instance, bars 10-23 consistently
alternate a 3,2 5/8 with a 3,2,2 7/8. This pattern changes in bar 25, and a new pattern is
established in bars 26-7.

« Tenuto articulations are generally used to emphasise these metrical implications, especially
where the voices are in conflict (such as for the 223 against 332 in bar 39).

* An alternative layout for the hardest passage (bb. 67—80) is provided as an appendix.



1o my friend and 'metre mentor', Justin London

First performance: John Butt, King's College Chapel, Cambridge, 10.10.2015
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* See appendix for an alternative layout of bars 67 to 76.



—=

—

I~~~

T

| A N— YO

i

L ff

#

- &

4
#®

LA

o P E— o W

y X

o
L 4
) o

AS

3 J
) .

NV Ol 4
o)

y Al

77

ﬂ Jo == 7=

=t

E 2,3

%

y/

Itom

ey

AN

F

1

o "o 1/
&

r—

<
.

[O N2
oV

.
T A

[ Fan YW/
NV T

N

81

b T

Iy

II: p
¢ g T

(2,3)
=

L=

| |

|

II: p

(alterning manuals)

no

P el

I: p espress.

(#Y

[ fan W /]




-—
II

[

D Y.
=T

HI\
#=

molto accel. al tempo primo

- Molto meno mosso,

|

o

L=
”-

rall. .

[
Do

(A T

II

\/’9'

v

4

)

95

[ fan YO X2
ANSY A <7 1
A XH) )
=
=
100

105

II

S il d 8

¢!

Hh
#=

- #o
i

II

H,}
#=

P el

a1

iﬂlﬂ Py

Hf)
#=

j &

109




(
s _
[}
Q
g
~TON ) 8
8
3
EEVIVEN N =
MONH H 2
sl T
L nnnli 6 J
TN TN
QL
e =~
~ H-
2 b
= a
A )L Y
i e v
~ b
“TNe i
== <
a) .
A b2 2N
RN
2 NEe o
~
{

2,2,3

W)

117

Q

D>]

I f

V7

/)

(1)

{v‘

(I add: f)

(1D

Cnmh a
T DI
& N
o1 = ]
)
T DI
1
L DI
I g
s N
S e
T S
HON e
L > e
L
13 § ®
LEONSH A
T | I
o
9, ol
N o
Jo N
N — e’

8va (RH only) using registration if necessary

81}a-------'--------------'------'-------'------'-------'------

125

R T e Am
4
oy o Y
i N
A A £
\ 3
A A E
BN me P @
o 2
e ey c.w
M 5
3 8
S VL] e
el 1l =
il Q&
T 2
ORI s m
(1]
N | i
It e
Ws
S ol
ol £ 1
w A,M )
NEHE] NI
" ; vv
al I
~ (]
= lald
L J
AWIIgh:p_
SURNE
e O(Q[d 1
Nlany I
o NOe
N ——

[ _te

man. to ped. (p)



Ih‘
v

4 V]

<
/

r J
IRY
I/

" —
1]
"4

LA

y X
P
€

Y 2
P
€

3 J

o)
o)
4

(2,2,3)

137 M 2,3)

T e h m
\ ﬁlév
|| H T
NS A\ NI
i 2 e
ol il
oelll \m&xld% o
| Y il
N T TR
ﬁﬁ ﬁl
Hmnlv ™ ~
™
o i L
R ™
&
& |
Q0 o
Ko N
N —— e’

~ ~ "~
o H% EX
L YEl I QL
lnnl o
14| I L L1
A'_T/
LTICVIARERG / ..n....ﬂ#7 '
i
m i il ™
™ “T
i TN
ol T o
N
(o0
o e p_mJ TN TN
™ ~ R
SN N D

Ni,3

145 "4

™Y
TIN$A N &L
1
] A L YEA
Q H OH
] TW
] N \ﬁ\'\
N6 H N
~ Q0D ~
N
TN (1
I T Lr_ L
Al alanl O
Pan
] 1l
N6 N
o ree D
TN N
o~
—TTeli XBEL il
N alian alian
™.
L] TTTe il
| pﬁ e (Al
s va v
R Q0 R
NDe Ko o
S — ——




~ Tnle.
LT
il M ol
N
S A X h
Hl 2T Mﬂ ol §
WEl
IIE i v | 100
L I | 100
LT v
-
~ 1L .
2“,, N m:_ .HH.JT { YEN W.
@ D IND o
AUIMWU
~ A
© -
o
W N S Al
o,
8
=
=
=
s |
\h\r\ m -II
) 1S}
3 p—a
sl .rX.In... el = Nl g
N =)
O il N vO
0 N
SN M N
o
—_ {

R T e
Rer X
=
Mm L C T Clme
=]
Wm NG, G Al
s 3 ot
| N
_ NUS sl .fl L
SR N
_ N Rl ol
|
T e
. TTNOR
_ N
o Wl
LS A S
NG NG
N —

A tempo (J =120), accel. al fine

2.3

r

P

158

h

0
b4

Q

3

man. to ped. (p)

162

n n ~
L]
| 1R
™ T
~D aNon o~
k Pan
™
ol 1 T v
(YANE T TN
~ ~ ~
1
| YR N
N Ay T
% ~y
| ||| 779 1]
s va v
~30 N30 I
L
™
ST i&
~ ~ o
N e N
/‘/)\



11

5%
8

P
[

<
/

N
Y 2
e
€

$

5 #

0

\=

b 4
’IL
NV

~ A (Inleo
N6 | v
~ e TR
“~N
™~ T ] -
“~N
~h A |
N N o~
~ o
“A|
o~ | | 10 T
“3| v
~&ll N T
~ o e
] .
. LY il
“ A 1E
BL 3
“mm N o~
~ o
“N|
o~ | | YEI T
“3| v
o~ N e | llllv
~ ~ R
NG Nov &
N —— e’

(Yoo o P
—~Ikl L
o~ | AN 98 T
“N
Al henn I 3
“~N
~ L ] L
D aNaD a0~
o~ AL N
“N|
o~ O | 1
“3|
~4ll | TN
Q0 ~
||l il
o~ | A I\ T
“~N
hl 3
“mm N0 o~
o~ WM\ N
“N|
“3
~4l | TN
~ ~
S NG CHE e
N —— e’

\-/\_/.

178

IJLM_- AT TTWA
L) e
o ,i
HaN
| [ & T
bl _J
i T
T A
T ||M| L o
T |1 | HE
7MUU.# Q0 N0
I
wa TN N
I hW| — | 1HES
~o oD ~
exN
i L
|| i
1l
[ ~{
|| 1T L
D A ~a0
ne 1L
[ [ M h\'\
(Y A ﬁ IL ol
~ ~ ~
oo NIy AN
N —



Appendix: Alternative notation for bb.67-76 (p.5)

n " n n
Alhur ENERIENS
N  Yad T8
~ \
1
~C HI‘ J -‘
B
Al HW AN
~oD N ~CD ~aD
>~y [ l’ "
] "
e - A
Raoo ~ ~
.ruVﬁ “H
N | Y
Awuw
H 1
RS .m . TN
prim
[ N
Rl TN 6 T
I~GD ~CD I~GD ~GD
..kHAv
“3| I |~ T
I _ /
E =
| L YRAN
—~ P
IR S ol e
" n " "
s N D N
—~ N——— "

71

gNaD ENoD) gD ENoD)
N Hl
1 Ih | = .
1 O
&ooo o o o
Pl
e | 10
o T AL 1
~e il 7,1 A L RN
|| lHI*V
NOS L T SN
m~a0 I~ ~aD me.)
AUIMWU
o | |
*Ruy h v L N
lﬁﬂi
.#Hr% IO | NN K| (W
Aﬁ. n n n n
N Do A N
e ad N — e’

74

LA
£=3
~¢ T L %™
XX
|
L] T in . YR
%{nur
| 1] il [‘ﬁllw NI t{
Q0 a0 NGO N0
L M n N[
™
LN
T
LT | . v
||| JTﬁ WMTI | (6
R R "~
en
- o1 o
| 1] QN L 5
L YIS
~C A.HUV T J N
TN | ™
\ﬁ“.\ [ 1] [ h\r\ |
~QOD QD ™
o9 e Y
—~~



