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“EITHNE"

As performed at Gaiety Theatre, Dublin, May 16th to 21st, 1910,

Dramatis Persona.

The HIGH-KING of EIRINN .. i i Mreo WiILLIaM DEYVER
CEART, his eldest Son .. . o M. Josern O'MARA
ART s o o i Ar. ELlas MAGUIRE
NEART Step-brothers to CEART 4 ] W .. Mr. W. LITHOLDER
The KING of TIR na n-OG .. coe Mr. Q'CARROLL REYNOLDS
[INA ... . Mizs A. LITTLE
NUALA, Queen of TIR na -0z, and Foster-mother to CEART Miss Liviaxy MATHEWS
EITHNE, Daughter of the KING of TIR nz n-0G i oo Miss Everys DUFEY
The GUARDIAN SPIRIT of TIR na n:0G. .. 0 Mr., ERNEST CAMERON
DUFFACH, an enemy to CEART i ' i M. ArRT WaARD
FEARGUS, an old Courtier i 2 AMr. JoHN DUNN

Chieftaims, VWarriors, Maidens, Fairy Maids, etc.

The Scene is laid jn Eirinn, before the conring of the Strauger,

ARGUMENT.,
ACT L

Ceart is the eldest son of the High-King of Eirinn.  His mother is dead, and he is the object of the jealous
hate of his two step-brothers, Arf and Neart, who endeavour to poison their father’s mind agamst him.

When the curtain rises, a meeting [or the purpose of selecting the Tanist to the High-King, is in progress.
Ceart ischosen with acclaim as the man best snited for the high office.  DufFach and others soon arnve, however,
who aceuse Ceart of having, that dav, slain the King's favourite hoond,  Preseatly the King arrives on the scene,
accompanied by Ard and Neart, who have been flling his ears with the same false story.  Ceavt, entering, is
accused af the deed, which he stoutly denies. He s not believed, and 15 about to be bamshed from the royal
presence, when his foster-mother, Nuala, enters, with proal that the deed was done by the two step-brothers.
Enraged by such treachery, the IKing is about to have them put to death, bot Nwealda asks their pardon in a song
setting forth the blessedness of love, the light by which men act rightly. The King marvelling at the effect of her
words and voice, declares that Aongus, the Love-god, must have spoken through her hips. The youths are
pnrdunc,d, Crart is 'inaugun‘l.ﬂ:d. Tanist, o hunt s pru}{'himm! for the morrow, and the frst act closes with a
hunting chorus.

AT FL

SCENE 1.
* In a wooded fairy plen,
Where myvstic spells alluring men
To their unrest ; mow charm them.™

A mystericus bird sings a delightful strain.  The High-King entering, explimns that he has been led astray
by the witching music from the delights of the chase, and sings a rapturons song in praise of the unknown songster
of the woods, Ceart enters and tells the King that it is no ordinary bird he hears. bot an enchanted steain whieh
has led many astray.

The K'in;; declares he miost JEs the hird, or dia.

Art and Nearr, entering, express suspicion of their father and brother, speaking thus apart. A chorus of
fermale voices is heard at the back of the stage. down which a stately maiden, Eithae, comes slowly walking,
attended by her maids. She sings of the bondage from which no hero comes to free her, her maids consoling her
the while, and disappears into a cave, Ceart stands entranced.  The others praise her beauty.  Art and Neart
wonld fain follow her, bot are repolsed by the Spirit who goards the entrance to the Land of Youth,

The King declares he will himself go tw solve the mystery, but Ceord tells him de will return in nine days
with the mystery solved, or perish in the attempt.

Challenged by the Guardian Spirit, he disarms the latter; and is told that the sweet singer is the Queen of
Tir na n-Og, who has been banished to earth by her jealoos spouse, whie is now unable to revoke his senten.e,
The spell can be broken only by a mortal hera who shall svercome the King's magic.  To entice miortals 1o the
trial, the King of Tir na n-Cyg has sent his danghter to earth, 1o be the spouse of him wha shall overcome the
King and thereby restore him his Queen. Ceard is then given the magic aids by which he may succeel. A chorus
of fairy women welcoming the prince 1= heard as he enters the cave

SCENE 2,

A hall in the palace of the King of Tir na n-Og,  Eighee is discovered attended by her mads,  She sings
al her bitter fate, and bher longing for the coming of the hero she has seen in her dreams of earth,  Ceard enters
in the half light, declaring that he feels the loved one’'s presence,  The ensuing duet is interrupted by the entry
of the King of Tirnan-Og.  Ceart, with the magic sword he has been given, defeats him. The Bird-song is
heard. Nyafe enters. The King recognises his queen now restored to him, and a joyvons quartet {ollows,

Coarrt, however, cannot wed the princess till he has won her in the way of martals on the earth Hithe
departs, followed by Ceart

SCENE 3,

The wooded glen, Morning, The Spirit of the Cave, discovered when the curtain rises, declares his work
at an énd.  Eithne enters singing.  Art and Neart appear on the scene,  Aef rushes forward o declare his love,
but is staved by Neart. They go off I'Il.;hli.n',;. and Newrd, returning, is confronted by Ceort and flies. The stage
fills with warriors, minstrels, cte., who welcome Ceart and his Bride.  News s brought of the High-King's death.
A lament is sung.  Feargins advises not regret for the happy dead. but honour for the valiant hving. Coart is
proclaimed High-ling., Finale

Specially composed for The Orreachias tn Dubling 1900,
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of alarge oak. The High-King is discovered listening,
entranced, to the strains of a mysterious bird. After

some time the bird song ceases.
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