Fair Britain Isle
An Elegy for Henry, Prince of Wales, d. 1612

William Byrd
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1. Fair Britain Isle, the Mistress of the West,
Famous for wealth, but more for fertile soil,
Sits all alone with sorrow sore oppres’d

In sable clad by Death’s most spiteful spoil;
Who took away in moment of one hour,
Henry our Prince of Princes all the flow’r.

2. O noble Prince! who can tell ev’ry gift

Of virtues rare which in thy life did shine?
Much like that famous King Henry the fift,
Who left behind renown to be divine.

This time shall tell, while skies do stars unfold:
That with thee died the hope of age of gold.



