Christopher Tye

Mass: Euge Bone

Source: Forrest-Heyther part books via The Old English Edition no 10 ed GEP Arkwright, copy on IMSLP.
The mass may have been written in 1545 for Tye's DMus degree. It makes use of earlier material,
presumably an antiphon Euge Bone. There is no plainsong.

The mass has been transposed up one tone on account of the pitch change,
but it also sounds well a semitone lower than here printed.

The vocal ranges are standard for Treble, Mean, Counter tenor, Tenor and Bass,
though the skill of the trebles available to Tye is evident.

Means are unbroken voices, Counter tenors are high tenors.

Gloria bar 68 CT2 Qui Tollis: a third too high in FH
Credo bar 55 CT2: first note # in FH
Sanctus bar 9 CT2: 3rd note # in FH
Sanctus bar 105 CT?2 as transposed: Minim F#, dotted minim E, crotchet F#, minim D tied to next bar.
Sanctus bar 125: all parts except Mean dotted breve in the edition
Agnus Dei bars 1 - 23 CT1 missing and reconstructed by Arkwright.

Roger Bray has examined the section lengths in this mass and many others.
Sections end when the first finisher lands on their final note. Pause bars are excluded from the count.
The counts of semibreves are
Agnus 25 (the Arkwright edition ends on 26 but I have adjusted it here)
Miserere Nobis 18
Agnus men's voices 65
Canonic Agnus 50
Homophonic Agnus Dei 8
Dona Nobis Pacem 25.
This can be summarised as 25, 83, 83.
Roger Bray's hypothetical first version has the men's voices Agnus ending at the cadence
whose first finisher lands after the 57th semibreve (CT1) and omits the canonic Agnus.
Then not counting the 8 semibreves of the homophonic Agnus Dei the summary is 25, 75, 25.

The mass is an early example of imitative textures more characteristic of the high Renaissance,
particularly in sections which were newly composed for the mass.
Subjectively, these are, as well as the homophonic interjections,

Qui propter nos homines (word painting on Descendit and Caelis)

Et Resurrexit, Et ascendit (same reason)
Dominus Deus Sabaoth (strict imitation in all six parts)
Pleni sunt caeli (close fit of words and music, and prominent imitation)
Benedictus (Tour de force in imitation)
Miserere nobis (Agnus bar 14 ff: close imitation)
Canonic Agnus
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