
William Byrd

Mass for 5 voices

This mass was published without title pages by Thomas Este c 1595.

It was doubtless intended for recusant celebrations, when the pitch would have been chosen

to suit those taking part. Nevertheless we can apply the transposition of a fourth downwards

implied by the little clefs or chiavette, followed by that of a tone upwards for the change in pitch

and the parts are more or less standard Mean (boys' voice), Countertenor (high tenor), Tenor and Bass.

The Countertenor keeps to the standard range of E to A except for a single B in the Confiteor.

Tenors go down to B and Basses down to F#.

The resulting sound is rich and full. 

Modern choirs could mix altos and tenors on the Contratenor part, and mezzos could take the Mean.

Perhaps as a national characteristic, or perhaps because of the anticipated performing conditions

accidentals are marked very fully in the print, leaving almost no room for musica ficta.
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