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THE NATIVITY.

@

OVERTURE.

e RECIT.—Bass.
Isaial it. 5.

O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us
wallk in the light of the Lord.

Isaiah lwiii. 8.
Then shall thy light break forth as the

morning, and thine health shall spring
forth speedily.

CHORUS.

Now the morning light is breaking,
Joyous day is nigh,

Golden gleams of coming glory,
Greet the longing eye.

Clouds of night are fast dispelling,
Darkness flies. apace,

Sun of Righteousness, with healing,
Shine on all our race.

May the lands in darkness pining,
Soon thy glory see,

Heathen men in Christian nations,
Be from sin set free.

As the clouds of night when breaking
Bid all fears depart,

So, by thy enlightening presence,
Free from doubt each heart.

RECIT.—Soprano.
Isaial vit. 14.

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
pear a son, and shall call his name
Emmanuel.

xt. 2.

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
the Lord. >

SOLO.—Soprano.
Micah v. 2.

But thou, Bethlehem, though thou be
little among the thousands of Judah, yet
out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old, from ever-
lasting.

CHORUS.

Rejoice, Rejoice, O Bethlehem,
Not least of Judah’s cities thou,
For soon from thee shall one arise,
Before whom nations all shall bow;
Great Judah’s King, bright morning star,
Whose light shall stream the wide world
o’er,
And freedom give sin-fettered man,
And gladness spread from shore to
shore, )
Whose reign, a righteous reign shall be,
And his empire, earth’s wide domain,
Whose glory all mankind shall see,
And earthly Kings by him shall reign.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Veni, veni, Emmanuel,
Claptivum solve Israel,

Qui gemit in exilio,
Privatus Dei Filio.

Gaude! Gaude! Emmanuel
Nascetur pro te Israel.



iv. THE NATIVITY.

RECIT.—Contralto.
Luke 0. 7,8, 9, 10,11, 13, 14.

And she brought forth her first-born
son, and wrapt him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger. And there
were in the same country shepherds abid-
ing in the field, keeping watch over their
flocks by night. And, lo, the angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them. And
the angel said unto them,

SOLO.—Contralto.

Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day, in
the city of David, a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.

RECIT.—Soprano.

And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying,

CHORUS OF ANGELS.

Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men.

TASTO SOLO.—Soprano.

Hark! the angels’ joyous song
Breaks upon the list’ning ear.

SOLO.—Tenor.

Afar, o’er Bethlehem’s flock-besprinkled
plains,

Dark midnight hangs, and solemn silence
Teigns.

A holy awe steals o’er the watchers there,

A sudden glory fills the midnight air,

When, lo, before the wondering shepherds’
sight, :

A white-robed seraph, from the Land of
Light.

Mortals, fear not, he said, to you is given |

To hear glad tidings from the Court of
Heaven.

This day new joy shall thrill the sinner’s
heart,

Henceforth from man God’s love shall
ne’er depart,

For unto you, and all the sons of earth,

I now proclaim a Heavenly Saviour’s
birth.

CHORTUS.

Now, the glorious anthem sounding
Through the midnight sky,

While in Bethlehem’s fields, the shepherds
Keep their charges nigh,

SOLO.—Tenor.

Tells the dawn of man’s redemption,
’Tis the natal morn

Of Emmanuel, Prince of Peace,
King of Salem born.

CHORUS.

Now behold the hope of nations
In a manger laid,

See him wrapt in swaddling garments,
Where the beasts have fed.

- Bow before him, Eastern sages,

Round his bed adore,
He is worthy of all homage,
Now and evermore.

INSTRUMENTAL—ADORATION.

RECIT.—Soprano.
Luke 1. 15.

And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into Heaven, the
shepherds said one to another,

CHORUS.
Mew's Voices Unaccompanied.

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which has come to pass,
which the Lord has made known to us.

CAROL.—Women’s Voices.

Now welcome the news that the seraph
reveals
To the shepherds on Bethlehem’s plain.
’T'is the era predicted by old prophet bards
When new light o’er the world shall
reign.
The shepherds, in haste this new wonder
to see,
To Bethlehem’s city repair.
The infant Redeemer to view is displayed,
They reverently worship him there.

THE

CHORUS.

Down from the heights above,
Down to this earth below,
Left all the joys of light and love,
For scorn, contempt and woe.
Thy coming we behold,
And low hefore thee fall,
We worship at thy manger bed,
And own thee Lord of All
Let Salem’s sons rejoice,
Her daughters gladly sing,
And, with united voice, ascribe
To Judah’s new-born King,
Salvation, wisdom, power,
Truth, majesty and might,
Dominion wide through all the world,
And in the Heavenly height.

RECIT.—Baritone.

Matthew 1i. 1 and 2.

Now, when Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem of Judwa, in the days of Herod the
King, behold, there came wise men from
the Kast to Jerusalem, saying, Where is
he that is born King of the Jews? for we
have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him.

SOLO.—Baritone.

From Orient lands, o’er burning sands,
Led by von bright star’s ray,

We treasures bring thee, new-born King,
And homage haste to pay.

Glory be thine, thou Prince Divine,
And with thy wondrous birth,

May Heaven descend; to bless mankind,
With peace and joy on earth.

Then o’er the world shall be unfurled,
In lands both near and far,

His banner brave, who comes to save,
From desolating war.

Then peace and love shall blessings prove
To every land and clime,

And truth and right shall man unite
To make the race sublime.

NATIVITY. v.

RECIT.—Tenor.
Luke 1. 25, 26.

And behold, there was a man in Jerusa-
lem, whose name was Simeon; and the
same was just and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost
was upon him. And it was revealed unto
him that he should not see death till he
had seen the Lord’s Christ.

CHORUS.—T'emple Worshippers.

Veni, veni, Emmanuel,
Captivum solve Israel,

Qui gemit in exilio,
Privatus Dei Filio.
Gaude! Gaude! Emmanuel
Nascetur pro te Israel.

Veni, veni, O oriens,
Solvare nos adveniens,
Noctis de felle nebulas,
Dirasque mortis tenebras.
Gaude! Gaude! Emmanuel
Nascetur pro te Isracl.

Veni, veni, Adonai

Qui populo in Sinai,

Legem dedisti vertice

In majestate gloriae.
Gaude! Gaude! Emmanuel
Nascetur pro te Israel.

SOLO.—Contralto.

When to the temple courts
Devout old Simeon came,

He saw, and his Redeemer knew,
And praised the sacred name.

SOLO.—Tenor.

With joy I now declare
Thy promise is fulfilled.

That I should not my life resign
Till T had seen Thy child.

DUET.—Contralto and Tenor.

Then rose the fervent prayer
From his o’erflowing heart;

Since I have Thy salvation seen,
Lord, let me now depart.



vi. THE NATIVITY.

RECIT.—Soprano.
Matthew . 18.

And the angel of the Lord appeareth
to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and
take the young child and his mother, and
flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I
bring thee word: for Herod will seek the
young child to destroy him.

QUARTETTE.

When the temple rites are finished,
And fulfilled each law’s demand,
Joseph, by night vision warned,
Takes his flight to BEgypt’s land.
Angel-guards their steps attending,
As through desert paths they tread,
Safely to their journey’s ending,

Are through many dangers led.
’Neath the sheltering wings of Fgypt,
Till all troublous times are past,
Rest the Holy Three, till tidings

Come of Herod’s death at last.

RECIT.—Contralto.
Matthew 11. 18.

In Ramah was there a voice heard,
lamentation, and weeping, and great
mourning ; Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren, and would not be comforted, because
they were not.

CHORTUS.

Wild the wail of lamentation,

That through Bethlehem’s city runs,
When the jealous Herod’s mandate

Dooms to death her infant sons.
Mandate of the tyrant Herod,

Name of lasting infamy,
Peradventure, in the slaughter,

Judah’s new-born King should die.

SOLO.—Soprano.

But afar from Bethlehem’s city,
Ere her streets are yet defiled
By the slaughter heaps of Herod,
Safe is Mary with her child.

RECIT.—Tenor.
Matthew 1i. 19, 20, 21.

But when Herod was dead, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt, saying, Arise, and take
the young child and his mother, and go
into the land of Israel; for they are dead
which sought the young child’s life. And
he arose, and took the young child and his
mother, and came into the land of Israel.

SOLO.—Tenor.

Again an angel’s whispering voice
Is breathed in Joseph’s ear,
“To Judah’s land again. return,
Now there is nought to fear.”
When tyrant Herod’s race was run,
And death had claimed his own,
The summons for the child’s return
To Joseph was made known.
Soon Egypt’s refuge falls behind,
By guardians safely led,
Till the familiar paths once more
Again they safely tread.
With gladsome hearts they homewards
haste,
And joy once more to see
The well-known hills that guard the
shores
Of deep blue Galilee.

CHORUS.

On mountain heights how beautiful
The feet of those who bring

Glad tidings of good things to men
From Heaven’s Iternal King.

Sweet is the music of their voice,
The glorious hopes they raise

Are fragrant as the breath of morn
In summer’s golden days.

Jovful the message they proclaim
To our benighted race,

Pardon, and peace, and endless love
Through God’s redeeming grace.

Rejoice in Jesus, then, ye men
Of every land and clime,

Sound forth the message o’er the world
Unto the end of time.

_—
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