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The Parting (Chimera)

a scene from a chamber opera

for three voices and chamber organ or piano

words from
Federico Garcia Lorca

music by
Edward Lambert

The Parting is based on a fragmentary play by Federico Garcia Lorca. Enrique is going
on a journey and he will be away ‘for a long time’. His wife watches from a window
and the voices of his children cry out for presents. An old woman appears and offers to
help with his luggage. As they disappear into the distance, the wife and children are
left alone.

Characters
ENRIQUE, tenor
HIS WIFE, soprano
AN OLD WOMAN, contralto
VOICES OF THEIR SEVERAL CHILDREN, spoken & pre-recorded

Scene: outside the house
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The Parting

scene from a chamber opera Edward Lambert
text after Federico Garcia Lorca
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There's a cold wind___ co-ming up. I said don't!
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VOICES

[Quickly]

Papa! Papa! Bring me the squirrel!

- I don't want the stones. The stones would break my nails.
Papa! - He can’t hear you. - Papa, I want the squirrel.
[Starting to cryl

Please God, bring me the squirrel!

1 - I —— I ——— I —— ——— —
STt et . Srrea=s ST e s S
PR @ oh® " ‘ci‘_dj_-;d on oo PR

TR

~d
- )

%

Q|

- ! I I I I \u\ I I - i‘jﬂ’\-\éi'
LA T oo g ° o ® fo® *° fon®®

o)
z> ‘9 ‘g.
D ——



The Parting (Chimera)

from Federico Garcia Lorca.
Scene: Outside the house

ENRIQUE
Farewell.

WIFE (at the window)
Goodbye.

ENRIQUE
I'll be gone for a long time.

VOICE 1
A squirrel.

ENRIQUE
Yes, a squirrel for you, as well as birds
no-one’s ever had before.

VOICE 2
I want a lizard.

VOICE 3
I want a mole.

ENRIQUE
You're so different, my children.
I'll see to everything you want.

OLD WOMAN (suddenly appearing)
So very different!

ENRIQUE
Who are you?

OLD WOMAN
Can I carry your bags?

ENRIQUE
No.

[Children’s laughter is heard]

OLD WOMAN
Are they your children?

ENRIQUE
They are.



OLD WOMAN

I've known your wife for ages; their mother.
I was her family’s groom but

nowadays a beggar - and better off!

Horses, ha! How I hated horses.

Taking the reins is so very hard.

Once afraid of them, never forgotten.

Curse all horses!

ENRIQUE
[Taking his bags]
Leave me alone.

OLD WOMAN
No, no. Give me tuppence and I'll carry your luggage..
Your wife will be grateful. She’s not afraid of horses.
She’s happy.

ENRIQUE
Let’s go: I've got a train to catch.

OLD WOMAN

Oh, a train! That's something else.

Trains are easy, they're not alive.

They move, that's all. But horses... Look!

WIFE

[In the window]

Enrique, Enrique, make sure you write!
Don't forget me!

OLD WOMAN
Ah, remember how you as a boy jumped the fence
and climbed the tree just to see her!

WIFE
I'll remember for ever.

ENRIQUE
So will .

WIFE

He has wonderful eyes;

but what I love most is his strength.

He’ll be warm at night but I'll be alone and cold.

ENRIQUE

She has wonderful eyes;

but what I love most is her strength.

She’ll be warm at night but I'll be alone and cold.



OLD WOMAN

There are worse things in life.

Worst of all is watching the river flow by
and that would be worse still after a storm.
You think the worst thing about a storm

is the destruction it causes,

while I believe the worst thing is...

ENRIQUE

[Getting irritated]

The worst thing in the world is an old servant, a beggar.
Get moving; it's time!

OLD WOMAN
Think of the sea: in the sea...

ENRIQUE [Angry]
Move! I said.

OLD WOMAN
Have you forgotten anything?

ENRIQUE
I've left everything perfectly organised.

VOICES
Papa!

OLD WOMAN
Your children.

ENRIQUE
My children.

VOICE 1

I don't want the squirrel.

If you bring me the squirrel,
I won't love you anymore.
Don't bring me the squirrel.
I don’t want it.

VOICE 2
Nor 1 the lizard.

VOICE 3
Nor I the mole.

VOICE 4
We want you to bring us samples of stones.

VOICE 3
No, no; I want my mole.



VOICE 4
No, the mole is for me..

[They quarrel]

ENRIQUE
Enough! You'll all be happy!

OLD WOMAN
You said they were different.

ENRIQUE
Yes, all so different. Luckily.

OLD WOMAN
What?

ENRIQUE [forceful]
Luckily.

OLD WOMAN [Sad]
Luckily.

ENRIQUE
Goodbye.

OLD WOMAN

Don't be sad.

She's your wife and she loves you.
You love her. Don't be sad.

[They leave]

WIFE
[At the window]
I'll wait for you. Farewell!

VOICES
Goodbye.

WIFE
See you soon.

VOICE OF ENRIQUE
[Distant]
Soon.

WIFE
[undresses]
My heart is aching.



Ah! If he’d only despise me!

I want him to despise me... and love me.

I want to run away and let him catch me.

I want him to set me on fire... on fire.

[out loud]

Farewell, farewell... Enrique, Enrique...

I love you. You're getting smaller,

jumping from boulder to boulder. A dot now.
I could swallow you like a bean.

I could swallow you, Enrique...

VOICES
Momma.

WIFE

Don't go out.

There's a cold wind coming up.
I said don't!

VOICES

[Quickly]

Papa! Papa!

Bring me the squirrel!

I don't want the stones.

The stones would break my nails.
Papa!

He can’t hear you.

Papa, I want the squirrel.
[Starting to cry]

Please God, bring me the squirrel!



